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stone Spruit, and was commanded by Major-
General F. Howard, C.B., C.M.G., A.D.C. "C"
section, under Colonel Ian Hamilton, C.B.,
D.S.O., comprised the ground from Flagstone
Spruit to the eastern extremity of Caesar's Camp.
"D" section, under Colonel Royston, Command-
ant of the Natal Volunteers, included the thorn
country north of Caesar's Camp and the Klip
River Flats. The troops, which were allotted to
these sections, and to the general reserve, and
the variations in these arrangements which were,
from time to time, found necessary.

8. On 6th November, 2nd Lieutenant R. G.
Hooper, 5th Lancers, reached Ladysmith with
despatches. Arriving in Natal too late to join
his regiment before communication was cut off,
he most gallantly made his way through the Boer
lines at night, and on foot, accompanied only
by a Kaffir guide. All the provisions in the
shops and stores in the town were taken over
on this date and administered as part of the
general stock, all civil residents being placed on
rations which were issued free or on payment
according to their means.

9. Next day, 7th November, Caesar's Camp
was subjected to a heavy fire of shells and long
rangs musketry. Although no actual attack was
made, it was found advisable to send the Im-
perial Light Horse to reinforce this point; while
the 42nd Battery Royal Field Artillery, under
Major Goulburn, was placed in position on the
plateau during the night, the horses returning
to the camp. A number of natives of India
were sent into Ladysmith by the Boers.

10. On 8th November a 6-inch gun opened
fire from the top of the Bulwana Mountain.
Troughout the siege this gun has proved most
troublesome to the defence. On the same day
a number of refugees from Dundee, both English
and Indian, were sent into Ladysmith by the
Boers, and were located by us in the Intombi
Camp.

11. 9th November was ushered in l>y a very
heavy fire at dawn on all sides of our defences
from the enemy's artillery, which included
several new guns, which now opened for the first
time, and whose exact positions it was very hard
to locate. This was followed by a general
advance of their infantry and the development
of a severe musketry action at Caesar's Camp, in
the thorn bush north of that ridge, at Devonshire
Post and Observation Hill. The steady front
shown by our troops prevented the enemy from
trying to close, and although on Caesar's Camp,
where the 1st Bn. Manchester Regiment, under
Lieut.-Colonel A. E. R. Curran, rendered very
valuable service, the action lasted until dark-
ness set in, yet elsewhere it had mostly died
away at 12 noon. At that hour I proceeded,
with my Staff, to the Naval Battery on Gordon
Hill, when a salute of 21 shotted guns, in honour
of the birthday of the Prince of Wales, was fired
at the enemy by Captain the Hon. H. Lambton,
R.N., and three cheers were given for His Royal
Highness, which were taken up by the troops
both in camp and on the defences. A message
of congratulation, to be telegraphed to His Royal
Highness, was despatched by pigeon post to
Durban. Our casualties during the day
amounted to 4 men killed, 4 Officers and 23 men
wounded. It is difficult to form any accurate
estimate of the enemy's losses, but they certainly
considerably exceeded our own.

12. From 10th to 13th November, inclusive,
very little of importance occurred, the fire both
of guns and rifles being much less severe than
usual. An Irish deserter from the Boera gave

himself up on the 12th November. From him
we learnt that the total force then surrounding
us here numbered about 25,000 men, that they
were mounting more guns, and expected to be
reinforced shortly.

13. On 14th November, I sent Brigadier-
General J. F. Brocklehurst, M.V.O., with two
regiments of Cavalry, two batteries of -Artillery
the detachments of the Imperial Light Horse
and Natal Volunteers, across the Klip River, to
try and work out on one or both sides of Rifle-
man's Ridge into the more open country beyond,
to find out the enemy's strength in that direc-
tion, and, if possible, to capture one of their
wagon convoys, of which several had recently
been seen passing at a distance of some miles.
The Natal Mounted Volunteers and Imperial
Light Horse seized Star Hill, but after shelling
Rifleman's Ridge for some time General Brockle-
hurst decided that it was too strongly held for
him to leave it in his rear, while an attempt to
storm it would have been more costly than the
occasion would justify. He, therefore, returned
to camp. On this night the Boers commenced
for the first time to shell the town and camps at
night, opening fire from their heavy guns about
midnight for a few minutes, a practice which
they maintained nightly for about a week, and
then discontinued.

14. From this time nothing worth record
took place until 19th November, when the Boers
sent into Intombi Camp six privates of the 2nd
Bn. Royal Dublin Fusiliers, who had been
wounded in the attack on an armoured train
near Colenso, on 15th November.

15. 20th November was marked by an un-
usual number of casualties from shell fire, chiefly
among the 18th Hussars and Gordon Highlanders.

16. Next day General S. Burger sent in a
letter under a flag of truce, complaining that we
had been running trains at night to the Intombi
Camp, contrary to our agreement with General
Joubert—a complaint for which there was no
foundation whatever. He also inquired why a
Red Cross flag was flying on the Town Hall
although our hospital was at Intombi. I replied,
on 22nd November, by giving my personal assur-
ance that trains never had been, and never would
be, run to Intombi at night, and explaining that
the Red Cross flag was hoisted on the Town Hall
because that building was in use as a hospital
for ordinary cases of sickness, and for slightly
wounded men whom it was not worth while to
send to Intombi. Before my answer could reach
him the Boer guns were deliberately turned on
the Town Hall, which was several times struck.

17. On 23rd November the enemy en-
deavoured, under flag of truce, to send into
Ladysmith 230 Indian coolies. It became evi-
dent that the intention was to send in here as
many non-combatants as could be collected who
would be useless for defence, but would help to
consume our supplies. For this reason I
refused to receive them, and requested that they
might be sent to the Officer commanding our
forces south of the Tugela. I understand that
this course was eventually adopted. Copies of
the correspondence attached as Appendix B.
The same evening an attempt was made to wreck
the only engine which the enemy possessed on
the Harrismith line. With this object an old
locomotive was selected from those in the rail-
way yard here and was sent off down the line, at
night, with a full head of steam and with.the
safety valve screwed down. The Boers had,
however, provided against such an attempt by
destroying a culvert on our side of their tempor-


