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gallantry in action, in bringing a serjeant out
of action under heavy fire. Also for good work
as a signaller (vide separate letter).

Serjeant-Major Taylor, Colonial Contingent,
for gallantry and general good work in the
Brickfields, scouting, blowing up a kiln occu-
pied by the enemy, &c.

This non-commissioned officer was killed in
action.

Conclusion.
I should like to add that the conduct of the

rank and file of the garrisons throughout the 31
weeks' siege, was beyond all praise. In all the
long strain of privations, due to short rations and
to the entire absence of all luxuries, as well as to
living in the trenches month after month, there
was no complaining, and the men took their hard-
ships smiling. When there was fighting to be
done they showed unexceptionable pluck and
steadiness.

The Town Guard, formed of all the civilians
capable of bearing arms, took to their duties as
soldiers, and submitted themselves to military dis-
cipline with most praiseworthy readiness and
success.

The self-devotion and good work of the ladies
who acted as nurses in the hospitals, have already
been alluded to, but the bravery and patience of
all the women and elder children, under all the
cruel dangers, anxieties, and privations to which
they were exposed, were most exemplary.

The natives took their share in the defence of
their Stadt, and showed great patience under their
trials.

The notable feature of the siege was that the
whole community was pervaded by a spirit of
loyal endurance and cheery good feeling, under
which all the usual local and private differences
were sunk in the one great idea of maintaining
Her Majesty's supremacy to the end. With such
spirit to work on, the task of conducting the
defence was an easy one.

R. S. S. BADEN-POWELL.

From Major-General Baden-Powell, Command-
ing North-West Frontier Forces, to the Chief
Staff Officer to Field-Marshal Lord Roberts,
V.C.

SIR, Ottoshoop, 6th June, 1900.
WITH reference to the recommendations of

Officers for good service in the siege of Mafeking,
as submitted in my report on the operations, I
venture to recommend for special recognition the
following from among those Officers :—.

Major Godley.
Major Vyvyan.
Captain Ryan.
Major Lord E. Cecil.
Lieutenant-Colonel Walford.
Major Panzera.

AH of whom did exceptionally good service.
Captain FitzClarence, for personal gallantry,

recommended for the V.C.
Captain Marsh, good service in action.
Captain Ashley-Williams, good service in

action.
Lieutenant Lord C. Bentiuck, good service in

action.
Major Anderson, medical services.
Major Goold-Adams, civil and political services.
Mr. C. C. H. Bell, civil and political services.
Mr. F. Whiteley (Mayor of Mafeking), eminent

civil services. His reward would be highly
appreciated by the townspeople, as recogni-
tion of their share in the defence.
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In addition to the above, the following ladies
for hospital services, viz. :—

Miss Hill.
Mother Teresa.
Lady Sarah Wilson.
Miss Craufurd.
The latter also for attending wounded Boers

under fire on the 12th May.
I have, &c.,

R. S. S. BADEN-POWELL,
Major-General.

No. 14.
From Field-Marshal Lord Roberts to the

Secretary of State for War.
Army Head-Quarters, South Africa,

MY LORD, Pretoria, 5th July, 1900.
I HAVE the honour to forward, for your

Lordship's information, a letter, dated 19th June,
1900, from Lieutenant-General T. Kelly-Kenny,
C.B., commanding Line of Communication from
the Orange River to Kroonstud, submitting a
report on the action at the Zand River on the
14th idem.

2. The troops engaged behaved in a very
creditable manner, and I desire to bring to your
Lordship's favourable notice the services rendered
on this occasion by Lieutenant-Colonel J. E.
Capper, R.E., commanding Railway Pioneer
Regiment, who was senior Officer, and Lieutenant
W. Mitchell, Railway Pioneer Regiment, who
showed conspicuous coolness and gallantry.

I have, &c.,
ROBERTS, Field-Marshal,

Commanding-in-Chief, South Africa.

From Lieutenant-General T. Kelly-Kenny, C.B.,
Commanding Line of Communication from the
Orange River to Kroonstad, to the Commander-
in-Chief, South Africa.

Bloemfontein,
Mr LORD, 19th June, 1900.

I HAVE the honour to transmit Lieutenant-
Colonel Capper's report of the action at Zand
River on the 14th instant.

I hope your Lordship will agree with me in
considering the behaviour of the troops engaged
very creditable, and that the conduct of Lieu-
tenant W. Mitchell, Railway Pioneer Regiment,
deserves special recognition.

I have only to add to the report that, previous
to the attack on the post, during the action, and
since, Lieutenant-Colonel Capper, Royal Engi-
neers, commanding Railway Pioneer Regiment,
has been untiring in his duties.

I have, &c.,
T. KELLY-KENNY,

Lieutenant-General.

MILITARY SECRETARY,
REFERRING to my forwarding minute on

Lieutenant-Colon el Capper's report of the action
at Zand River on the 13th instant, and in support
of the recommendation I made on behalf of Lieu-
tenant Mitchell, Royal Engineers, I send the
following extract from a note written to me by
Lieutenant-Colonel Capper:—
Lieutenant Mitchell, Railway Pioneer Regiment.
" No veteran could have been steadier, and no

one pluckier; he never let on to bis men he was
wounded for fear of discouraging them, but sat
there as cheery as possible for six hours."

T. KELLY-KENNY,
25th June, 1900. Lieutenant-General.


