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Lieutenant Swinburne, slightly.
Corporal Bernard Johnson.
Corporal Clement Adkins.
Trooper Arthur Bodill, severely.
Trooper Charles Donovan.
Trooper A. H. Hodgkinsou.
Trooper H. A. Dawson.
Trooper F. W. Hooper.

Missing.
Trooper Thomas Powell.
Trooper Franz Aurel.

The missing men were captured by the
enemy.

Action at Cannon Kopje.
31st October, 1899.

The enemy opened a heavy, concentrated
shell fire from the south-eastern heights, from
the racecourse (east), and from Jackal's Tree
(south-west), directed against Cannon Kopje.
The fire was well aimed, and the racecourse
gun took the work in reverse. For a timo
little harm was done beyond knocking down
parts of the parapet and smashing the iron
supports of the lookout tower: most of the
garrison were lying in the trenches some
80 yards in rear of the fort. The gun and two
Maxims in the work had beeu previously dis-
mounted and stowed away for safety during
shell fire, to which, of course, they were power-
less to reply. The telephone wire was cut
away early in the proceedings. After half an
hour's steady and accurate artillery fire, the
enemy, who had been gradually massing on the
high ground south and south-east of the fort,
began to advance in line of skirmishers from
three sides at once; they were backed up by
other parties in support. A large force also
collected in the Molopo Valley, south-east of the
town, and were formed evidently with the idea
of storming the town after Cannon Kopje had
been captured.

As the enemy began to get within range of
the fort, the garrison moved up from their
trench and manned the parapets and Maxims.
It was then that we suffered some casualties
from shell fire. As the enemy continued their
advance, I sent to Captain Goodyear's Colonial
Contingent to advance a party on to a ridge
above them, and so to take enemy's attacking
line in flank, but they could not be got to
move.

One Maxim at Ellis's Corner now jammed,
and 1 had to replace it by one from the
reserve.

Meantime, I had a 7-poander run out under
cover of houses near south corner of the towu.
This opened, under direction of Lieutenant
Murchison, on the flank of the enemy's line as
it began to get near the fort. The gun made
excellent practice, every shell going in among
them, and effectually stopped the further ad-
vance of the Boers.

These now hesitated and began to draw off,
and as they did so their guns reopened on
Cannon Kopje to cover their retirement. The
fire then died down, and enemy sent out ambu-
lances under Red Cross flags to recover their
dead and wounded. We lost six killed and flve
wounded.

Killed.
Captain the Hon. Douglas Marsham.
Captain Charles A. K. Pechell.
2391 Troop Sergeant-Major William Henry

Connihan.
Troop Sergeant-Major Hugh Bagot Upton.
2566 Trooper Arthur John Martyn.
2517 Frank St. Glair Traill Burroughes.

Wounded.
Quarter-Master-Serjeant E. 0. Butler.
Corporal A. J. Cook.
Corporal F. C. Newton.
Trooper C. W. Nicholas.
Trooper F. R. Lloyd.
(The two latter died the following day.)

During this fight the Boers sent out a Red
Cross flag on to a commanding point and then
brought their guns up into position there. I
visited Cannon Kopje after the fight and con-
gratulated Colonel Walford and his men on the
gallant and determined stand made by them in
the face of a very hot shell fire.

The intention of the enemy had been to
storm Cannon Kopje, and thence to bombard
the south-eastern portion of the town, and to
carry it with the large forces they had collected
in the Molopo Valley. Their whole scheme
was defeated by the gallant resistance made by
the garrison, and by the telling fire it brought
to bear on them. We afterwards learnt that
the attack was designed and directed by j oung
Cronje. The enemy's loss was not known, but
ambulances were seen about the field picking
up for a considerable time, and native spies
reported there was much mourning in the
laagers, and that several cart loads of dead had
been brought in and buried.

Surprise on Enemy's Western Laager.
7th November, 1899.

At 2.30 A.M. Major Godley paraded his force,
in accordance with a plan I had arranged, to
attack the western camp of the enemy with a
heavy fire at daylight, and then to retire ;igain
before enemy's guns and reinforcements airived
on the scene. The force in enemy's camp was
reckoned at 200 to 250. Oar force consisted
of—

Two 7-pouuders.
One 1-pounder Hotehkiss, under Major Pan-

zera
One squadron of 60 mon, Protectorate Regi-

ment, dismounted, under Captain Vernon.
One troop of 30 men, Bechuanaland Rifles

mounted, under Captain Cowan.
The force moved out along the heights to

about 1,500 yards in advance of Major Goilley's
position; Captain Vernon's squadron lea ding in
attack order, with the guns on his left rear, and
Bechuanaland Rifles covering his right rear.

At 4.15 A.M., our guns opened on enemy at
1,800 yards, and the squadron fired volleys by
alternate troops into the enemy's camp, over
which they had full command from the heights
they were on. The surprise was complete, the
enemy bolting in all directions to take cover.
Their 1-pounder Maxim and 7-ponnder Krupp
in the Beacons Fort in a short time responded
with a heavy and well-directed tire. Largo
bodies of reinforcements very soon began to
come down from the main south-west laager.
Major Godley thereupon commenced withdraw-
ing his forces, artillery retiring first; the
Bechuanaland Rifles occupying Fort Ayr to
cover the retirement, which they did very
effectively against a wing of mounted Boers
who had worked round to our right flank. The
enemy brought a very heavy musketry fire to
bear ou our force, but the retirement was carried
out with the greatest steadiness. Enemy's
strength about 800 or 1,000. Our retirement
was further covered by 7-pounder at the west
end of the Stadt, and the Cape Police Maxim
and escort. In the course of the retirement our
1-pounder Hotchkiss upset and broke the limber
hook; her crew, Gunners R. Cowan and H.
Godson, very pluokily stood up and repaired


