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oar reconnoitring patrols exchanged shots with
a strong party of the enemy, who were advanc-
ing along the railway 3 miles north of the
town.

I ordered out the armoured train, under
Captain Williams, British South Africa Police,
to endeavour to rash the Boers and pour a
heavy fire into them, as I wanted to make the
first blow felt by them to be a really hard one.
The train carried a 1-pounder Hotchkiss and a
'303-inch Maxim, and 15 men, British South
Africa Police.

I sent out, in support of the train, a squadron
of the Protectorate Regiment, under Captain
FitzClarence.

On coming up with ihe train he found it
heavily engaged with the Boers, who had been
strongly reinforced from their laager, some 7
miles north; they had also brought up a
7-ponnder Krnpp and a 1-ponnder Maxim.

Captain FitzClarence, dismounting his men,
advanced to attack with his left protected by
the train.

For a quarter of an hour he was hold by the
enemy under a very hot tire, and then, pressing
forward, well backed up by the train, he drove
the enemy back and successfully beat off their
several attempts to encircle his flank. Mean-
time, I sent up an additional troop under Lord
Charles Bentinck, and also a 7-pr. These also
became hotly engaged and did good work. The
fire from the armoured train put the enemy's
gun out of action before it had fired a shot, and
etentually also drove the 1-pr. Maxim from the
field.

The engagement lasted about 4 hours, and
the enemy largely outnumbered our men, but
Captain FitzClarence made up for this de-
ficiency by the able handling of his men. More-
over, he kept his orders in mind, and when he
saw the opportunity he got his wounded on to
the train, and after driving the enemy back he
withdrew his command quietly on Maf eking,
covered by the train, without any attempt on
the part of the enemy to follow him up.

In this, their first engagement, the Protecto-
rate Regiment showed a spirit and dash worthy
of highly-trained troops, and were most ably
led by Captain FitzClarence and Lord C. Ben-
tinck.

This smartly fought little engagement had a
great and lasting moral effect on the enemy.

Their losses were afterwards found to amount
to 53 killed (including four field cornets) and a
large number wounded. They also lost n
number of horses.

Our casualties were—
2 killed.

16 wounded (including two Officers).
1 missing (cyclist).
4 horses killed.

12 wounded.
Enemy's Attack en the Stadt,

25th October, 1899.
Enemy commenced shelling at 6.30 A.M. till

midday from, the east and south with 7 guns.
At noon they commenced a general advance
against the town from the south-west, oast, and
north-east; the south-west being the main
attack directed against the Stadt. Their num-
ber about 3,000. The enemy commenced firing
at extreme range, to which we made no reply,
reserving our fire for close distances. So soon
as our volleys and Maxims commenced the
enemy stopped their advance, and soon began
to withdraw at all points. Casualties on our
side were one man wounded, and two horses
and eight mules wounded; the Boers' losses

unknown, but probably considerable, as their
ambulances were on the field picking up for
over an hour after the engagement.

It was afterwards (10th December) ascer-
tained that the attack on the Stadt was in-
tended as a feint, while the main attack should
come off to northward, on our western face.
The Boers had expected the Baralongs not to
firo on them, and so advanced more openly than
they would otherwise have done; nor had they
expected to find white men defending the Stadt.
Their loss was, therefore, pretty heavy, and,
surprised at their rebuff, they fell back alto-
gether.

At one period of the action, a small mounted
troop of Boers advanced at a gallop towards the
western position, and came under fire of the
Cape Police Maxim, which dropped five of them ;
the remainder rapidly dispersed.

Dui'ing the afternoon some of our scouts near
the Brickfields were moving, under fire, v;hen
one of them fell with his horse and lay slunned.
Two Cape Police troopers in the works ran out-
and plnced the injured rnan on his horse, and
brought him in under heavy fire from the
enemy: names, Troopers George Collins and
W. F. Green.

Night Attack on Boer Trenches.
27th October, 1899.

During past two days enemy had moved their
advanced trenches closer into the east face. I
determined to make an attack on their main ad-
vanced ti^ench with the bayonet, in order to
discourage their advancing further.

A night attack was therefore organized with
Captain FitzClarence's squadron, Protectorate
Regiment, supported by a party of Cape Police.
Guiding lights \\ere hoisted, by which Captain
FitzClarence was able to lead his party past the
flank of the main trench.

The attacking force moved off 9'30 P.M. in
silence, with magazines charged, but no car-
tridges in the chamber, the order being to use
the bayonet only. The men wore white armlets
a ad used "FitzClarence" as their pass word.
The night was dark, but still. The squadron
attained its position on the left rear of enemy's
trench without being challenged or fired at.
Captain FitzClarence then wheeled up his men,
and with a cheer charged into the main and a
subsidiary trench, and cleared both with the
bayonet.

The enemy's rearward trenches opened a
heavy fire, to which the Cape Police replied
from a flank, in order to draw the fire on to
themselves, and so to allow Captain Fitz-
Clarence's squadron to return unmolested.

The whole operation was carried out exactly
in accordance with instructions, and was a com-
plete success; the more so as the enemy, being
taken by surprise, were in much confusion, and,
as we afterwards discovered, fired into each
other. Their casualties, we heard on reliable
authority, amounted to 40 killed and wounded
with the bayonet, 60 killed and wounded by
rifle fire. Our casualties were six killed, nine
wounded, two missing.

Killed.
4323 Corporal Burt, 17th Lancers.
442 Trooper Josiah Soundy, Protectorate

Regiment.
443 Trooper Charles Mayfield Middleditch,

Protectorate Regiment.
171 Trooper Thomas Fraser.
202 Robert Ryves MacDonald.
222 Alexander Henry Turner.

Wounded.
Captain FitaClarence, slightly.


