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the left nexb the Guards Brigade and the Cavalry
on the right. Ian Hamilton was ordered to
move on Bronkhorsfc Spruit, vid Doornkraal;
Mahon joining him on the 21st July at the latter
place, where the two columns were united under
Hamilton's command. From Doornkraal Hick-
man's Mounted Infantry returned to Pretoria,
escorting an empty convoy. Ian Hamilton's
force reached Bustfontein 7 miles north of
Bronkhorst Spruit on the 22nd July. The
enemy, whose line of retreat was then threat-
ened, abandoned the strong positions which
they were holding in front of the llth Division,
and Stephcnson's Brigade advanced unopposed
on the 23rd to Eland's River Station, our right
flank being protected by the Mounted Infantry
and Cavalry under Hutton and French. The
same day French crossed to the east of the
Wilge River. On the 24th July 1 proceeded from
Pretoria by rail to Van der Merwe Station,
marching thence to Broakhorst Spruit, which
was occupied in the course of the day by the
llth Division and Ian Hamilton's column. The
enemy opposed Hutton and French 6 miles
south of Balmoral. Colonel Alderson attacked
their right, while the 1st and 4th Cavalry Bri-
gades made a wide turning movement round
their left. The Boers fell back towards Middle-
burg. On the 25th Balmoral was occupied by
Ian Hamilton's troops, and the llth Division
reached Wilge River. French and Hutton
crossed Olifant's River at Naauwpoort, and
bivouacked on high ground whence the enemy
could be seen retreating in great disorder
through Middelburg. The next day French
and Hutton occupied Middelburg, and a line of
outposts was established so as to cut off com-
munication between Botha's force and the
Boer commandoes to the west and south of
Pretoria. Finding that it would take some time
to repair the railway bridges which had been
destroyed between Pretoria and Middleburg,
and to collect supplies at the latter place, and
bsing of opinion that a considerably larger
fjrce than what was then available would be
needed to operate towards Machadodorp, I re-
turned to Pretoria on the 26th July. Ian
Hamilton's column was also also brought back
to Pretoria, two battalions under Colonel
Brooke, with the Canadian battery, being
.left at Pienaar's Poort. The l l l h Division,
under Pole-Carew, was distributed along the
line {from Balmoral to Middelburg; French
being in command at Middelburg with his
two Cavalry Brigades and Hutton's Mounted
Infantry. On the 80th July, Ian Hamilton
reached Pretoria with Mahon'a Mounted troops,
Cunningham's Infantry Brigade, a battery of
Horse Artillery, the Elswick Battery, and two
.5-inch and two 4'7-inch guns.

26. 1 have already mentioned that on the
26ih July, Baden-Powell reported that a strong
Boei force was again threatening Rustenburg.
As it was impossible at that time to find
sufficient troops not only for holding the
isolated posts at Rustenburg and Lichtenburg,
but for keeping open communication with
those places, I determined to withdraw the
Rustenbuig garrison to Commando Nek and
the Lichtenburg garrison to Zeerust. To effect
the first withdrawal I directed Ian Hamilton
to march to Rustenbuig and bring back with
him Baden-Powell's force. Carrington, who
was then at Maf« king, was ordered .to proceed
with his mounted troops to Elands River, to
.which place Lieutenant-Colonel Hore, with 140
Bushmen, 80 men • ot the Rhodesiau Regiineht,
and '80 Rhodesian 'Volunteers, had escorted a

large convoy of supplies for the Rustenbnrg
garrison. After accompanying this convoy into
Rustenburg, Carrington was to fall back on
Zeerust simultaneously with the withdrawal
of Baden-Powell's force. Ian Hamilton's
col aim left Pretoria on the 1st August, his
Infantry marching to the south and h«s
mounted troops to the north of the Megalies-
berg towards Uitval Nek. The next day, on
approaching tho nek, he found it strongly held
by the enemy, whom he engaged in front with
a portion of Cunningham's Brigade, while two
companies of the Berkshire Regiment gallantly
escaladed the steep cliff overlooking the pass on

! the east. As soon as the Boers found that
their position was under fire from above they
fled, abandoning their wagons and horses. Our
Josses amounted to 40 killed and wounded.
The mounted troops under Mahon on the north
side of the Megaliesberg were delayed, and did
not come up in time to take part in the engage-
ment; otherwise but few of the enemy could
have escaped. On the 4th August the column
reached Kroondal, 5 miles south-east of Rnsten-
burg, and the same day it was reported that a
Boer commando, with four field guns and two
pompons, had surrounded Lieutenant-Colonel
Hore's camp at Eland's River. Carrington had
marched from Zeemst on the 3rd August with
800 Imperial Yeomanry and Bushmen and a
15-pr. battery manned by New Zealanders.
Two days later he was at Marico River, whence
he made a reconnaissance to within 2 miles of
the post at Eland's River. As a result of this, he
reported that the enemy were in such great
strength that he was unable to open communi-
cation with Hore, and he therefore fell back on
Marico River. On the 6th August, Baden-
Powell reconnoitred in.J;he same direction from
Rustenburg; but though firing was going on
its £pund became more distant, and, concluding
that Lieutenant-Colonel Hore's force had been
either captured by the enemy or relieved by
Carrington, he returned to Rustenburg. The
Rnstenbnrg garrison was not rationed beyond
the 9th August, while Ian Hamilton had only
sufficient food and forage for the return march
to Commando Nek. I was therefore obliged to
recall Ian Hamilton and Baden-Powell, and as
I was unable to reinforce Carrington from the
Rustenburg direction, he fell back on Zeerust.
In view of the enemy's numbers and activity,
Can-ington retired thence to Mafeking, taking
with him the Zeerust and Ottoshoop garrisons.
Leaving Rustenburg on the 7th August, the
troops under Ian Hamilton and Baden-Powell
reached Commando Nek on the 9th, accom-
panied by the Loyal North Lancashire Regi-
ment, which Lord Methuen had left at Olifant's
Nek.

27. I must now turn to the operations of the
Natal force under Sir Redvers Buller, who had
occupied Laing's Nek on the 12th June, and
had to halt there until the 18th, in order to

1 bring up supplies and rest his transport
animals. Marching on the latter date, he
reached Zandsprnit on the 20th, and Katbosch
Spruit on the 22nd, Dundonald's Cavalry
Brigade entering Standertou unopposed the
same day. 18 locommotives and 150 railway
carriages and trucks were secured at Stander-
ton. The force concentrated there during the
next few days consisted of the 2od Infantry
Division, three battalions ot the llth Brigade,
four 5-inch and two 417-inch guns, two howitzer
batteries, and Dundonald's Cavalry Brigade;.
On tho 25th June, Sir Redvers Buller reported
that-the-enemy, in 'considerable strength, were


