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.forward, neither faltering nor hurrying, although
dust from bullets and smoke from bursting shells
hung thick about them, satisfied me that nothing
could withstand their assault.

The position was carried at 2 P.M., by the
troops above named, the Guards Brigade being in
close support. Fighting continued until dusk, the
Boers having rapidly taken up a fresh position
near the railway.

28. On the morning of the 13th June it was
found that the enemy had withdrawn during the
night towards Middleburg and Jan Hamilton at
once took up the pursuit, his Infantry moving to
Elands River Station, while his mounted troops
pushed on towards Bronkhorsl Spruit Station.
Generals French and Hutton move.d east to
Doorakraal, but finding that the enemy had dis-
appeared returned to Kameelfontein. The enemy
having been dispersed, our troops returned the
uext day to the neighbourhood of Pretoria, the
mounted corps requiring a large number of
remounts to restore their efficiency.

29. While the force under my immediate com-
mand was thus occupied near Pretoria, the enemy
in the Orange River Colony under Commandant
Christian Ve Wet continued their attacks on our
lines of communication south of the Vaal. On
the 2nd of June a convoy of 50 ox-wagons left
the Rhenoster River Station for Heilbron with an
escort of details proceeding to join the Highland
Brigade. The following afternoon the convoy
was surrounded by the Boers in greatly superior
numbers, but was obliged to surrender before
reinforcements from the Vredefort Road Station
could reach it,

Early on the morning of the 7th June the
enemy attacked the post on the Rhenoster railway
bridge held by the 4th Battalion Derbyshire Regi-
ment, 70 men of the Railway Pioneer Regiment,
and a few men belonging to the Imperial
Yeomanry. Pickets had been posted on the
kopjes commanding the railway bridge and camp,
but these were driven in by the heavy artillery
and riSe fire brought to bear on them from the
more distant hills. The engagement continued
up to 11 A.M., by which hour 5 Officers and
32 men had been killed and 100 men wounded
out of a total strength of 700. The Boers having
six guns, to which the defenders of the post could
not reply, and outnumbering the latter in the
proportion of six to one, the garrison had to
surrender, as further resistance would have been
useless.

30. The possibility of such mishaps had been
clearly foreseen by me when I determined to
advance on Pretoria, for I knew I was not suffici-
ently strong in numbers to make the railway line
absolutely secure and at the same time have a
force at ray disposal powerful enough to cope with
the main army of the Transvaal supported by
forts and guns of position. Now, however, that 1
was in possession of the Capital and the majority
of our prisoners had been recovered, I took
immediate steps to strengthen the posts along the
railway. The liberated prisoners were armed and
equipped and despatched to Vereeniging and other
stations soutb of the Vaal, and as soon as more
troops could be spared, they were distributed along
the line between Pretoria and Kroonstad. I deputed
Lieutenant-General Lord Methuen to superintend
these arrangements and on the llth June he
attacked and defeated the commando under
Christian de Wet at the Rhenoster River. The
Imperial Yeomanry Field Hospital, which had
fallen into the hands of the Boers when the
Derbyshire Militia surrendered a few days pre-

. tioualy, was recovered, together with the Officers

and men who had been wounded on that occasion.
Other desultory attacks were subsequently made
on the railway line and the trains employed for
reconstruction purposes, but the enemy were on
each occasion repulsed without serious loss on our
side and in the course of a few days railway and
telegraphic communication were restored.

31. Turning now to the western side of opera-
tions,' I have the satisfaction to record that
Mafeking was relieved by the flying column under
Colonel Mahon's command on the 17th May,
Hearing no doubt of the approach of this column,
the Boers made a daring attempt to capture the
place on the 12th May. Before dawn on that
morning a storming party 250 strong, led by
Commandant Eloff, rushed the pickets on. the
west and got into the Staat and Protectorate
camp, a severe musketry demonstration being
simultaneously made against the eastern part of
the defences. The western pickets closed in and
prevented the enemy's supports from following up,
thus cutting off ElofF's line of retreat, while the
town guard stopped his further advance. Fight-
ing went on all day and in the evening two parties
surrendered, while the third was driven out of the
Staat camp under heavy fire. Ten of the enemy
were killed, 19 of their wounded were left behind,
and 108 prisoners were taken, including among
the latter Eloff and 9 Officers. 17 Frenchmen and
a good many Germans. Our casualties amounted
to six men killed and 2 Officers and nine men
wounded.

32. On the 15th May Mahon joined hands
with Colonel Plumer's column at Jan Massibi?,
30 miles west of Mafeking, and moving north the
next day to the Molopo he was stubbornly
opposed by the local Boer Force augmented by a
commando from Klerksdorp under General
Delarey, which had taken up a strong position
nine miles from the town. The Canadian Field
Battery from Buluvvayo joined Colonel Mahon
early that morning, having pressed on by forced
marches, and rendered valuable assistance. The
enemy were defeated and the combined column
entered Mafeking at 4 A.M. on the 17th May.
Being there reinforced by the garrison, they
marched out after a shoit rest and attacked the
enemy's main laager, capturing one gun and a
quantity of stores and ammunition. The Boers
retreated into the Transvaal, most of them dis-
persing to their farms.

Stej>s were at once taken to restore railway
communication with Mafeking from the north
and south. The line from Buluwayo was com-
pleted on the 26th May and that from Kimberley
was nearly finished on the 6th June. On the
20th May Zeerust was occupied without opposi-
tion by a flying column under Colonel Plumer,
and a few days afterwards troops were quartered
in Ottoshoop and Polfontein.

33. Lieutenant-Generul Hunter moved from
Fourteen Streams into the Transvaal on the 15th
May, and the next morning entered Christiana
unopposed, the Boers 3,000 strong under Du Toit
having retired to Klerksdorp. Hunter then
returned to Fourteen Streams and marched up the
railway line, reaching Vryburg on the 24th May.
On the 26th, I directed him to form an advance
base at Doornbult Siding and to concentrate at
Holfontcin, marching thence to Lichtenburg.

The force at his disposal consisted of Mahon's
Flying Column, less the Kimberley Mounted
Corps which I left with Major-General Baden-
Powell, the Scottish Imperial Yeomanry, a
brigade-division of field artillery, and six battalions
of infantry. Hunter's adavnced troops occupied
Lichtenburg on the 1st June and his whole force


