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southern of the forte defending Pretoria, and
within four miles of the town, Stephenson's next
to the Guards on the west, and Ian Hamilton's
column still further to the west, French with the
1st and 4th Cavalry Brigades and Button's
Mounted Infantry towards the north of the town,
Broadwood's Cavalry between French and Ian
Hamilton, and Gordon's Cavalry to the east, near
the Irene Railway Station.

23. Shortly before dusk Lieutenant-Colonel
De Lisle, whose Mounted Infantry had followed
up the enemy to within 2,000 yards of Pretoria,
sent an officer under a flag of truce to demand in
my name the surrender of the town. To this no
reply was given, but about 10 p M. Mr. Sandberg,
Military Secretary to Commandant-General Botha,
with a General of the Boer Army, brought in a
letter from the Commandant-General proposing
an armistice for the purpose of arranging the terms
under which Pretoria would be handed over to
the British force. I replied that the surrender
must be unconditional and requested an answer
before 5 o'clock the following morning, as my
troops had been ordered to advance at daybreak.
At the time named on the 5th June I received
the reply from Commandant-General Botha to
the effect that he was not prepared further to
defend the place and that he entrusted the woman,
children, and property to my protection. I, there-
fore, ordered Pole-Carew's Division with Henry's
Mounted Infantry to move within a mile of the
town and at 9 A.M. I proceeded myself to the rail-
way station. At 2 P.M. I made a ceremonious
entry, the British flag being hoisted on the Raad-
zaal, and Pole-Carew's Division and Ian Hamil-
ton's Column marching past. That evening I
established my head-quarters at the British
Agency. The 14th Brigade was detailed to
garrison Pretoria and Major-General J. G. Max-
well was appointed Military Governor.

24. The prisoners found here on our arrival
numbered 158 Officers and 3,029 men, but about
900 men had been removed by train the previous
day in the direction of Middleburg.

25. It may be here mentioned that the forts
surrounding the town were undefended, and that
their armament had been dismounted and carried
off. The place was quiet and the population
orderly; and, though most of the gold in the
banks, and all the public treasure had been taken
away, no damage had been done to private pro-
perty. The wives of President Kruger and
Commandant-General Botha remained in Pretoria
when their husbands left and are still here.

26. The enemy had retired during the night of
the 4th June in an easterly direction, but not to any
great distance, and as the presence of a consider-
able Boer force (calculated at 12,000) was having
a very disquieting effect on the town, I determined
to drive them further away. The position they
were holding was a strong one along a range of
hills at Pienaars Poort, 15 miles from Pretoria ;
the attack commenced early on the llth June,
Pole-Carew's Division, with the naval and siege
guns, moving to Christinen Hall, opposite the
Poort, with Ian Hamilton's column on the light
and Broadwood's and Gordon's Cavalry Brigades
still further to the right in touch with each other
and with Hamilton's column. Henry's corps of
Mounted Infantry was directed to close the gap
in the bills at Frankpoort, to the north of
Eerstefabriken Railway Station; while French,
with Porter's and Dickson's Cavalry Brigades
and Button's Mounted Infantry, was to work
round to the north-east of the enemy's position.
The centre of the Boer alignment at Pienaar's
Poort was BO strong naturally, that to have '

assaulted it by direct attack would have involved
a useless loss of life. I, therefore, determined to
develop flanking operations, knowing by experi-
ence that the enemy would retire as soon as their
rear was seriously threatened ; but the long dis-
tances to be traversed, and the defensive advan-
tages which the nature of the ground afforded the
Boers impeded our advance. Moreover, as I have
since learnt, the Boer leaders had intended to
follow our tactics and try and outflank us ; conse-
quently, their centre was but lightly held, whilst
the wings of their army were so strong that
French and Button on our left, and Broadwood
and Gordon on our right, informed me by signal
that they were only just able to hold their own.
Broadwood was indeed, at one time, hardly
pressed, being under a heavy artillery fire from
his front and left, whilst he was simultaneously
attacked on his right rear by a commando from
Heidelburg. The enemy came on with great
boldness and, leing intimately acquainted with
the ground, were able to advance unseen so close
to " Q" Battery, Royal Horse Artillery, that it
was with some difficulty they were kept off, while
at the same time another body made a separate
attack on Broadwood's right flank. To help the
guns and drive off this second body, Broad rtood
ordered the 12th Lancers and Household Cavalry
to charge. Both charges were successful, .inas-
much as they relieved the immediate pressure on
the guns and Broadwood's right flank, and caused
the enemy to revert to artillery and long-range
rifle fire ; but I regret to say that these results
were obtained at the cost of some 20 casualties,
amongst them being Lieutenant-Colonel the gal-
lant Earl of Airlie, who fell at the head of his
regiment, the 12th Lancers. Meanwhile, Ian
Hamilton's Infantry was pressing on as fast as it
could to the assistance of the Cavalry, and as
each battalion came up, it deployed for attack and
very soon became hotly engaged. From my own
position I could clearly see (though Ian Hamilton
could not) a large number of Boers galloping
away in great confusion from a long low ridge
some | mile in front of his Infantry, and about
1£ mile short of Diamond Hill near Rhenoster-
fontein. Diamond Hill appeared to me to be the
key of the formidable position taken up by the
Boers on this flank and I saw there was every
probability of our troops shortly capturing the
subsidiary ridge and thereby gaining certain
facilities for a further advance on the morrow
against Diamond Hill itself. I, therefore, de-
termined to press the attack home at this point
next day, and ordering all the troops along our
25 miles of battle front to bivouac on the ground
they held, I made arrangements to reinforce Ian
Hamilton by the Guards Brigade under Major-
General Inigo Jones and two naval 12-prs. under
Captain Bearcroft, Royal Navy.

27. On the morning of the 12th June, I directed
Ian Hamilton to continue his advance on Diamond
Hill and then to move towards the railway at
Elands River Station, with a view to his threaten-
ing the enemy's line of retreat should they con-
tinue to oppose u*.

Hamilton told off Gordon's Cavalry Brigade
with one Infantry battalion to guard his right rear
and Broadwood's Brigade with a party of
Mounted Infantry to contain the enemy on his
right, whilst he attacked Diamond Hill with the
82nd Field Battery, the 1st Battalions of the
Sussex and Derbyshire Regiments and Qity
Imperial Volunteer Battalion. The troops
advanced under Artillery fire from both flanks, as
well as heavy Infantry fire from the hill itself.
The steadiness with, which the long lines moved


