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30. It only remains to say that, since our entry
into Bloemfontein on the 136h March, the paci-
fication of the Prieska district has been com-
pleted. The arrangements for this were initiated
by Major-General Lord Kitchener with his
characteristic energy, and carried out by
Brigadier-General Settle, Colonel Sir C. Par-
sons, and Lieutenant-Colon el Adye.

31. Tranquillity has been restored in the
northern districts of Cape Colony, where a large
number of rebels had joined the Boers.

32. Progress has also been made in organizing
a provisional administration in that portion of
the Orange Free State which is occupied by the
British troops; District Commissioners, under
the control of the Military Governor of Bloem-
fontein, having been appointed, and a police
force being in course of formation.

33. I enclose a list of casualties. ,
1 have, &c.,

ROBERTS, Field-Marshal.

List of Casualties which occurred in the
Force serving in the Orange Free State, South
Africa, between the 13th March and the
20th May, 1900.

Operations near the Glen and Karee Siding.—
Killed, 2 Officers, 19 other ranks ; wounded,
14 Officers, 165 other ranks; missing, 11
other ranks ; prisoners, 5 other ranks.

At Sannah's Post.—Killed, 3 Officers, 12 other
ranks; wounded, 15 Officers, 108 other
ranks; missing, 17 Officers, 413 other
ranks.

Reddersburg.—Killed, 2 Officers, 8 other
ranks; wounded, 2 Officers, 33 other
ranks; prisoners, 8 Officers, 538 other
ranks.

Siege of Wepener.—Killed, 3 Officers, 25
other ranks; wounded, 11 Officers, 130
other ranks.

To east of the line of railway.—Killed, 4
Officers, 29 other ranks; wounded, 32
Officers, 224 other ranks; missing, 3
Officers, 69 other ranks; prisoners, 1 Officer,
6 other ranks.

To west of the line of railway.—Killed, 3
Officers, 9 other ranks; wounded, 4 Officers,
67 other ranks; missing, 6 other ranks;
prisoners, 11 other ranks.

Advance on Kroonstad.—Killed, 3 Officers,
29 other ranks; wounded, 13 Officers, 149
other rnnks; missing, 2 Officers, 35 other
ranks; prisoners, 3 Officers, 8 other ranks.

Total.—Killed, 20 Officers, 131 other ranks;
wounded, 91 Officers, 876 other ranks;
missing, 22 Officers, 534) other ranks;
prisoners, 12 Officers, 568 other ranks.

No. 7.
From Field-Marshal Lord Roberts to the

Secretary of State for War.
Army Head-Quarters, South Africa,

Pretoria,
MY LORD, 14th August, 1900.

IN my last despatch dated the 21st May, 1900,
I brought my narrative of the war in South Africa
up to the occupation of Kroonstaad on the 12th
May. I shall now endeavour to describe the
course of events after that date which led to the
seizure of Pretoria and to give an account of the
several military operations which have been
carried out in South Africa up to the 13th June.

2. Before going into details, a brief reference
may be made to the general attitude of the enemy
during the period under review. A portion of the
Boer commandoes, especially those raised iu the
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Orange River Colony, on being driven back by
our advance, (Turing which we occupied Thabanchu
and Ladybrand, collected in the north-eastern part
of the Colony, whence it seemed probable that
they would endeavour to cut our line of com-
munication by rail, as soon as the main force
under my immediate command had crossed the
Vaal Rircr. These commandoes blocked the
passes of the Drakensberg Range and were likely
to oppose any attempt on the part of the Natal
force to co-operate v\ ith me through Laing's Nek.
A considerable number of the enemy were also
disposed along the line of railway for the purpose
of holding the several defensive positions and
river crossings between Kroonstad and Pretoria.
The southern and western districts of the Orange
River Colony were settling down, and I had good
reason to hope that no important concentration of
the enemy was to be anticipated in the western
portion of the Transvaal, as the possession of the
railway junctions at Johannesburg and Pretoria
and the restoration of the line from Kimberley to
Mafeking, would render any such concentration
unlikely, if not impossible.

3. My object then was to push forward with
the utmost rapidity, while providing as far as ray
resources would admit for the safety of the main
line of communication by occupying strategical
points to the east of the railway at Winburg,
Senekal, Lindley, and Heilbron. I calculated
that, as soon as Mafeking had been relieved, a
large proportion of the troops under the command
of Lord Methuen and Sir Archibald Hunter would
be available to co-operate on my left flank and
I hoped Sir Redvers Buller would be able to assist
by an advance westward t j Vrede, or north-
westward in the Standerton direction. But
whether these anticipations could be realized or
not, I felt that the enormous advantage to be
gained, by striking at the enemy's capital before
he had time to recover from the defeats he had
already sustained, would more than counter-
balance the risk of having our line of communica-
tion interfered with—a risk which had to be
taken into consideration.

4. I had to halt at Kroonstad from the 12th to
the 22nd May for the repair of the railway upon
which 1 was dependent for my supplies.

5. On the 14th May I directed Lieutenant-
General Ian Hamilton's column to march from
Kroonstad to Lindley and on the 17th that town
surrendered to Brigadier-General Broadwood.

6. Lord Methuen, whom I had ordered to
move on the 14th May from Boshof to Hoopstad
and there await further instructions, reached
Hoopstad on the 17th May. I had thought of his
force taking part in the Transvaal operations,
but with regard to the probability of disturbances
on the line of railway I determined to place it in
the neighbourhood of Kroonstad, to which place
it was accordingly directed to proceed.

7. On the 20th May, Lieutenant-General French
with the 1st and 4th Cavalry Brigades marched
from Jordan Siding, north of Kroonstad, to the
north-east of Rhenoster Kop, while Major-General
Hutton with the 1st Brigade of Mounted Infantry
(exclusive of the 4th and 8th Corps, which under
Colonel Henry were attached to Army Head-
Quarters) advanced to the south of the same place
and Lieutenant-General Ian Hamilton's column
started from Lindley on the road to Heilbron.

8. On the 22nd of May my head-quarters with
the 7th and llth Divisions left Kroonstad and
advanced to Honing Spruit Siding, while General
Ian Hamilton's column reached and occupied
Heilbron. The enemy disputed his passage of the
Rhenoster and our loss might have bein heavy had.


