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War Office, January 1, 1901.

THE Queen has been graciously pleased to signify Her intention to confer the decoration of the
Victoria Cross upon the undermentioned Officer of the Royal Marine Forces and Midshipman

of the Royal Navy, whose claims have been submitted for Her Majesty's approval, for acts of gallantry
performed by them during the recent disturbances in China, as recorded against their names :—

Rank and Name. Act of conspicuous Bravery for which recommended.

Captain (now Brevet Major)
Lewis Stratford Tollemache
Halliday, Royal Marine
Light Infantry

Mr. Basil John Douglas Guy,
Midshipman• of Her
Majesty's Ship ««Barfleur "

On the 24th June, 1900, the enemy, consisting of Boxers and Imperial
troops, made a fierce attack on the west wall of the British Legation,
setting fire to the West Gate of the south stable quarters, and taking
cover in the buildings which adjoined the wall.

The fire, which spread to part of the stables, and through which and
the smoke a galling fire was kept up by the Imperial troops, was
with difficulty extinguished, and as the presence of the enemy in the
adjoining buildings was a grave danger to the Legation, a sortie was
organized to drive them out. A bole was made in the Legation
Wall, and Captain Halliday, in command of twenty Marines, led the
way into the buildings and almost immediately engaged a party of
the enemy.

Before he could use his revolver, however, he was shot through the
left shoulder, at point blank range, the bullet fracturing the shoulder
and carrying away part of the lung. Notwithstanding the extremely
severe nature of his wound, Captain Halliday killed three of bis
assailants, and telling his men to " carry on and not mind him,"
walked back unaided to the hospital, refusing escort and aid so as
not to diminish the number of men engaged in the sortie.

On 13th July, 1900, during the attack on Tientsin City, a very
heavy cross-fire was brought to bear on the Naval Brigade, and there
were several casualties. Among those who fell was one A.B., L
McCarthy, shot about 50 yards short of cover.

Mr. Guy stopped with him, and, after seeing what the injury was,
attempted to lift him up and carry him in, but was not strong
enough, so after binding up the wound Mr. Guy ran to get assistance.
In the mean time the remainder of the company had passed in
under cover, and the entire fire from the city wall was concentrated
on Mr. Guy and McCarthy. Shortly after Mr. Guy bad got in
under cover the stretchers came up, and again Mr. Guy dashed out
and assisted in placing McCarthy on the stretcher and carrying
him in.

The wounded man was however shot dead just as he was being carried
into safety.

During the whole time a very heavy fire had been brought to bear
upon Mr. Guy, and the ground around him was absolutely
ploughed up.


