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with Llenteng,nt. and, Cqmma.nder Mackenzie of, |
M.« Whlt,mg and found, them moored head.

and stern in smgle Jlina off' the’ south steep-to | -

bank with wire*hawsers laid out from each bow
and " quarter, I.arranged . as follows :—That, the.
“ Fame ” should weigh at 2.a:m. followed by the
% Whiting,” at a distance of about 14 cables
(the distance between the fourth and second
destroyers). Hach vessel to towa whaler ‘with
& boarding party of 12 men under Liéutenants
Tomlinson' of H.M.S. % Fame,”-and Moreton of
H.M.S. “« Whiting.” That we should pass well
out in the stream Yo give them the idea we Were
pr oceedmg' up the river, and when the “ Fame’s”
bow was abreast of No. 4 and the ¥ Whiting’s*-
abreast of No. 2, sheer in and’ board them. over
the ‘bow, each wha]el boarding the mext astern,
and ‘each boarding party. bemg covered by a rifle
party and the guns.

When the forts commenced the: heavy ﬁrmg_
about '0.45, both ships .being ‘in’a very exposed
position and the necessity .of .clearing .the river,
immediate, I directed the * Whltmg " 0. weigh |
and . proceed as arranged. This ‘was: effected |
most successfully. - After 2 light resistance and
the "exchange of 'a few shots) the..créws were 1
driven overboard or below hatches thiere werea |
few killed and wounded ; our: casualtxes nil.” No |
damage was done to the prizes,.the: « Wame's”
bow was slightly bent when we closeéd to -board,
and the . “ Whiting'” was struck by'a pro-
jectile about 4 ‘to 5 inches  abredst A’ coal
bunker, - This was' evidently fired from a 'mud |
battery on the berid between "Taku and -Tongku, |
which fired in all about 30 whiots -at® ug, wone of
the others:striking, though several coming very !
close.” I could not reply for fear of striking- the
Russian gunvessels lying behind it. There was
u good deal of sniping :from.the. dockyard; 501
directed all cables of the prizés o -be- sllpped aid |
proceeded to tow them up to Tongku.. - At this
point, Mr. -Macrae, the manager of the *Tug.
and Lighter Company,” came to my assistauce ;-
I canuot speak too highly of this gentleman’s |
agsistance, he took one deéstroyer :off my hands, '
a6 did another of the same .company’s.tugs: for | ¢
the  Whiting.” In the former casé Mr. Maciae |
had to use force, with the assistance -of one of
my men, on the Chinese crew, most .of.whom

tried.to jump- overboard when we: came.under
the fire of - the mud battery. - In-the. latter. case,
Mr.7Mayne, Midshipmair. of the-* Barfieur-%:was

in command. of a guard of seamen. with 4 maxim, { '

and also did very well. -So-soon as.the destroyers '
were ‘captured, the “Iltis” and * Lion ” passed,

The torpedoes were.in_the tubes; but war hédds | -
| Sm

weré not fitted..  Ammunition for Q,.F guns in
‘two destroyers was on deck.

" By 5 am. -they were securely berthed at
Tongku. It was not a good position;, owing to
the exposure to shell passing over the bombard-
-ing ship, but the best I could “find uhdbr the
circumstances. Fortunatzly “no ‘damage “wa's
done.

- Mr. Mayne, Midshipman_ in chirge of a tug
.thh despatches and stores for Tientsin informed
me that his Chinese crew would not pass a
fort 12 miles up the river at Lun Chang. So I{
proceeded in company with the *Whiting™ to
force a passage if necessary’; finding no opposi-
tion I returned as directed hy you to Taku.

i edj.enant Commander Mackenzie is forward-
ing a separate report. I can ouly say bLe did
moqt excellently, as ‘did Lleuteuant Tomkinson
in charge of the whalér boarding:.party, and
Mr. Mascull, gunner, who took charge of the
other destroyer. Mr, Knight, engineer, was of

the greatest assistanee-imeharge aft when I was |
cz2 .
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lef with, . very sma.ll [OreW, a.nd 10 executwe
Oiﬁcelc . e, TE
e ! ha,ve “&a,,
" ROGER; KLYES
.. Lieutepant and Commander B
Comma,ndex R H.. Johnston Stewart RN %

. ILM.S. ¢ Alo'etme

L‘nclosuv;e m Lettex of Rear-Admual tha.
Station, dated 27th June, 1900, No; 2
. . HMS “ \Vhltlng, Ta.ku,
Sm ¢ , . 17th June, 1900,

I HAVE the honour to report that, havmg
received your order to attack and capture the
four Chinese destroyers moored off thé dockyard
at, Taku, acting in .conjunction with H.M.S,
“ Fame ” last night, I boarded and captured thi¢
two lying down stream at about 1.0 n.m, arid

'| as soon as prize crews werc got on boa.ld and

the four wire hawsers, with which each was
secured, either cut, or the anchor attached to it
welghed T towed one to Tongku out of reach
bf the shell-fire of the forts, and was just return-
ing.to tow. the other.up (she had great difficulty
in weighing her anchor). When she came in sight,
in tow- of the tug “Fa Wan.” _

.The .capture “of the .destroyers, was effer'ted
without any ca,sualtxes on .qur side and wnthout
much resistance. :

Iy, towing: one of the prizes to Tongku; a mud
fort “hitherto silent, opened a hot fire on us, and

1 the * Whiting ” recelved ‘ope 5" shot in the hall

just forwa,rd of engine-room bulkhead, starboard
side, passing - through bunker (full), carrying
away wmo'-dom of boxler and dama.crmg several
tubes wndputtmg No. 4-boiler out of action, other-
wise not causing any more damage.

After “placing ths captured destmyers in" a
place ‘of safety.at ‘Tongka with a-skeleten -crew
in_charge, I prooeeded “in company with ‘the
“Fame” to escort tlie tug “ Fa Wan” past the
fort at Sheng Shing); meeting with no opposition.

"I~ beg “t0 recommend. to -your. notice Lieut.
Moreton of this ship, who carried out the operas
tion of boarding the first destloyel in" a very
able mahner, and succeeded in .raising steam and
going to q_uarters for attion in- about two houls
from. the hme of. bnaldmg .
. ... L have, &c .

P C. MACKDNZIE
. .Lieutenant and G ommander
CommanderH J Stewart, R.N., .
. HM.S. “Algerine.”. - R

Enclosure in Letter: of Rear-Admiral,- Chipa
Sta,tlon, dated 27th June, 1900, No, 94, .
North-West, Fort, Taku, .

. 20th June, 1900.

-E HAVE the "hémour to, lay before you a further
despa.tch‘wmh inclusive details of the operations
conducted-by :the -allied forces on shore When
capturing the Taku-Forts. . :

.The " Britisk ‘Force -detailed for the purpose,

embarked -in .the tug from the outer anchorage,
and at 3 p...on 16th Juae each man, having been
supplied. with 100-rounds of ammunition and
three :days’ provisions, -proceeded. to H.M.S.
“Algerine”:lor the purpose of bemO' betthed
prior to bemg landed:: .
- Immediately on arrival af Taku on the same
evening, a' conference was held. on board the
Russian gunboat ** Bobr,” among the commanding
officers of the ssveral allies, and a plan of at(',ack
for the shore forces. was prepared. :

. It-was arranged that the British landing party
‘was.to land abreast.of H.M.S. * Algerine ? 57 at &
certain hour, and meet the other forces marching
fuom Tong'ku ab the reudezvous on the mxht'u y
roa.du és 3 . . B
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