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and five wounded, Of the carriers attached ‘to
the che, three were “wounded and ‘sevetal
missing. - TFhe final result-of -these operations has
bean .-that >a- large tract of country hagbeen:
brought under direct Government control.

“-am- of-opinforr that-the services-of - the-Officer-
Comma,ndmg, Brevet Major Carter, are deserving
of recognition ;- for the “operations ‘wereé carried
out successfnlly with very little loss of life, and
there can be no doubt that the natives were well
arméd, and that . there was organized opposition
to.ithe Government. ¥ would aleo endorse the
reeommendation in- the enclosed despatch’ with
reference to Captain R. E. P. Gabbett,-thé Acting
Adjutant dunng theexpedition, whé for a portion
offit was in command of the troops, and couducwd
the opérations to a successful iseue:

8. " Benin Territories Expedatwu.—-"l‘hese opera-

tions were undertaken i in Apnl and May last, and
full report was ‘made’in my despiteh, No. 78, of

27th May. They tonstitute the final scene of the {*

tragedy which. commenced. with the. massacre .of
seven European Officers and oyer. 150 carriers, in
January, 1897, after which .operations were
undertaken in February and Mareh, 1897, which
resulted in the taking of Benin city itself, and the
ma;qr portion of- the territories of ahout 4,000

squarg miles. The principal leader of the massacre,
Chief OloUboslu-rl, escaped on this oceasion, and,. |
ga.thermv a large pumber of followers, established
& War camp in a portion of the territories in and.
about Okemué. " He was in leagye with Chiefs
Abohun and Oviaware, who- also bad established
war camps, being opposed -to Eurpean adminis-
tration. The operatipns were nndertaken to break
up the war camps, capture and bring to trial
Chief Ologbosheri,-and bring the Chiefs Abohun
and Oviaware, together with the’ derritories, under
the cantrol of the Administratien.. . The war camps
weré niterly destroyed together with five consider-
able villages in league w1th and supplying the
rebel ‘chiefs, and the followers of the chiefs were
dlspersedq Chief Qlogbosheri was captured,
branght fo.frial and banged ; Chief Oviaware was
killed during the operations ; and Chief Abohun
was captured and deported from his country for
a period of six months, being lately allowed to
return; as he is an able and mtelhgent man, and
WIlhng to‘assist the Admmlstratmn in the control
of the territories. -

‘During the operations ohe Officer was killed and
one Officer slightly wounded ; seven men of the
force and five carriers were also wounded. Con-
sidering the number of the enemy and the pre-
parations. made: to oppese the Gevernment, the
casualty list must be-considered as pamcularly
small, which was due to a great exient to the
enemy’s ammunition being bad and suffering from
wet, the weather during the operations having been
mmy The opera.tlons were excessively arduous,
ong to" their being undertaken somewhat late in
the year, when the wet season was commencing.
Thé marching was very heavy, the main column
accomplishing a distance of 243 miles in a period
of’ three weeks, and the seéond column 283 miles
in three weeks. ‘and two days.

T would- specially mention the services as par-
tmularly deserving of recognition of Brevet Major
Carter, the Royal Scots, Officer Comwanding the
Force, to whose able handling of the troops the
success of the .operations was mainly due.

T endorse the : recommendations of Brevet

Majer., Cm'ter wnh"regai-d to the following
Otficers -~ :

a€s Captauf W."C. G Hene‘ker, Connaught g

Fbosheri and A bohui:

{o

inva.luable, whlcb with the energy and geal he
displayed, “contributed largely fo-the sieceéss. - -

. Captain R. E. P.: Gabbett, Royal” Welsh--
Fus:hers, whio after the hard work of ‘the gpera«’

chiefs, and effected the capturd of Cluefs Olog-

(XY

I should also wish to specra.lly mention _the

5687 -

-

[

?

tions was left in charge at:Qkemus; and ‘effectu~. *
ally-drove out the scattered'followers of the rebel—

following: Officers of the political and other

‘branches who were attached- to ‘the Force for the
carrymg out-of these operatlons 1—

" District Commissioner Brevet Major N Bnr-
rows, South Wales Borderers. :

Assistant Marine Officer Mr. H. G. Moore,
Royal Naval Reserve,

Assistant District Commlss:oner Mr. L. C.
‘Woodman.

- - Assistant District Commlvsu)ner Major F. R.

. 'W. Sampson, 7th Battalion King’s Royal Rifles.

YLocal Auditor Lieutenant J; P. Smartt, 2nd
Volunteer Battalion Hampshire Regiment.

" Had it not been for the volunfeering of these

Officers, it wonld not have been possible to carry
out: the opérations: without co-operation ~6r assist-

ance from other Forces, and I should therefore .

wish to bring forward their names:as having dis-.
played exceptional geal in the public service in
undertaking risks which ‘the positions they held

in the public service did not require them to takh :

I am, &c.,
R. MOOR,
Communoner a.nd Consul-Geneml.

Enclosure in Sir R. Moor’s Desgpatch, No. 234

‘of Degember 29, 1899,
" Despatch relating to erld ‘Operations.”

Head« Quarters, Niger Coast Protectorate Forcc, .

old C’alabar, West Africa,
S1r, * December 18, 1899

I HAVE the honour to -bring to youwr notice
specially, the services of the following Officers who

were engaged in the Ceniral Digision Expeditiop .

7

in’ Febrnary and March, 1899, and also in the :
Benin Territories Expedmon in April and Mu;y;;

1899.
- Central Division Expedition.—Captain R, E. P.
Gabbett (Royal -Welsh Fusiliers), Niger Coast

Protectorate Foree,. Acting Adjutant to'the Ex. .

on every occasion, and on my handing over to him

pedition, rendered me the most valuable assistance

the command of the expedition on February 22nd, -
1899, he conducted the operations to the ‘close in

a thorouoh]y able and competent manner, display-
ing great tact and ability.

Benin Territories Expedition.—Captain W. C.
G. Heneker (Connaught Rangers), Niger Coast

Protectorate Force,.who acted as Intelligence and .

Survey Officer, ably assisted ‘me by his intimate
knowledge of the country; and throughout the
operations was conspicuous for his dash, energy,
and tact,

Captain R. E. P. Gabbett (Royal Welsh Fusi-

Yiers), Niger Coast Protectorate Force, was .

specially selected to be. left in command of the

conclusion -of the Expedition, and at all times

‘flying detachment in.the Okemue district, on the -

showed great zeal and ability, .which eventually .
effected the capture of the rebel Chief QOlogbosheri.. .

I have, &c.,
CHARLES H. P. CARTER,

.mandant Niger . Coast . Protecm:-ate
,Force, - .., . .
To Her Bntanmc Ma]esty s

T .
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Rangers, whose; knowlédge -of “the- territoriés was
A2

Commlssloner and Consnl-Ge‘neral.
: --OW Calabar. * -

3o

Brevet Major (the Royal Scats), Com-



