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diately commanding the drift on the north side
with two brigades commanded by Generals
Woodgate and Hart. The Commander-in-Chief

was present during part of the day, and gave,

some verbal directions to General Woodgate.

The Mounted Brigade passed over principally
by the drift, and went over the country as far
as Acton Homes, and on the following day (18th)
had & successful action with a small party of
Boers, bringing in 31 prisoners.

During the night of the 17th, and day of the
18th, the whole of the wagons belonging to the
force were brought across the Tugela, and the
artilléry were In position outside of Wright’s
Farm.

6. On the 19th, two brigades advanced,
occupying the slopes of the adjoining hills on
the riﬁht, and the wagons were successfully
brought to Venter's Spruit.

In the evening, after having examined the
possible roads by which we could proceed, I
assembled the General Officers and the Staff,
and the Officer Cemmanding Royal Artillery,
and Commanding Royal Engineer, and pointed
out to them that of the two roads by which we
could advance, the eastern one by Acton Homes
must be rejected, because time would not allow
of it, and with this all concurred:: I then
pointed out that the-only possible way of all
getting through by the road north of Fiir View
would be by taking 8 or 4 days’ food in. our
haversacks, and sending all our wagons back
across the Tugela; but before we could do this
we must capture the position in front of us.

7. On the following day, 20th January, I
placed two brigades and six batteries of Artillery
at the disposal of General Sir C. F, Clery, with
instructions to attack the Boer positions by a
series of outflanking movements, and by the end
of the day, after fighting for 12 hours, we were
in possession of the whole part of the hills, but
found a strongly entrenchied line on the com-
paratively flat country beyond us,

8. On the 21st, the Boers displayed consider-
able activity on our left, and the Commander-in-
Chief desired me to move two batteries from
right to left;© At a subsequent date, during the
day, I found it impossible to proceed withont
howitzers, and telegraphed for four from Pot-
gigter’s. These arrived early on the morning
of the 22nd, and the Commander-in-Chief,
arriving about the same time, directed me to
place two of these howitzers on the left, two
having already been placed on the right flank.
I pointed out to the Commander-in-Chief that it
would be impossible to get wagons through by
the roatt1edding: pagt Fair View, unless we first
fook Spion Kop, which lies within about 2,000
yards of the road. The Commander-in-Chief
agreed that Spion Kop would have to be taken.
Accordiogly thas evening orders were drawn up

giving the necessary instructions to - General

Talbot Coke to take Spion Kop that night, but,

- owing to an absence of sufficient reconnaissance,

-he requested that the attack might be put off
- for a day. i

‘9. On the 23rd January the Commander-ig-
Chief came into camp, the attack on Spion Kop
was decided npon, and Lieut.-Colonel aCourt, of
the Head-quarter Staff, was directed by the
Commander-in-Chief to accompany General
Woodgate, who was detailed to command the
attacking column. The account of the capture
of Spion Kop is given in another report.

10. On the morning of the 25th January the
Commander-in-Chief arrived, decided to retire
the force, and assumed direct command. The
whole of the wagons of the 5th Division were
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gnt down to the drift during the day, and were
crossed over before 2 p.m. on the 26th January.

11. The arrangements for the retirement of
the 5th Division were exceedingly well got out,
and the retirement was made in good order
during the night of the 26th, the whole of the
troops crossing to the south side of the Tugela
before daylight, and the wagons were packed,
and the troops bivoucked near the spruit ahout
2 miles to the east of the pontoon bridges,
About 10 p.m., previous to the retirement, heavy
musketry was heard to the north of our position,
which has been attributed to a Boer commando
thinking we were going to make a night attack,

12. I propose to forward as soon as possible
a more detailed report of the movements of
brigades and units, and acts of individuals,

C. WARREN, Lieut.-General,
Commanding 5th Division.

From the General Officer Commanding, Natal, to
the Secretary of State for War.

(By the Field-Marshal Commanding-in-Chief,

Cape Town.)
Spearman’s Hill,
Sz, 80th January, 1900.

IN forwarding Lieut.-General Sir C. Warren’s
report on the capture and evacuation ef Spion
Kop, I have the honour to offer the following
observations :—

Sir C. Warren is hardly correct in saying that
he was only allowed 8% days’ provisions. I had
told him that transport for 2% days would be
sufficient burden to him, but that I would keep
him filled up as he wanted it. That be was
aware of this is shown by the following tele-
gram which he sent on the day in question. It
1s the only report I had from Sir C. Warren :—

(Sent 7.54 p.m. Received 8.15 p.m.) *
“Left; Flank, 19th January,
“To Chief of the Staff,

T find there are only two roads by which we
could possibly get from Trichardt’s Drift to Pot-
geiter’s, on the north of the Tugela, one by
Acton Homes, the other by Fair View and
Rosalie; the first I reject as too long, the
second is & very difficult road for a large
number of wagons, unless the enemy is
thoroughly cleared out. I am, therefore, going
to adopt some special arrangements which will
involve my stay at Venter’s Laager for 2 or 8
days. I will send in for further supplies and
report progress.— W ARREN.”

The reply to this was that 3 days’ supply was
being sent.

I went over to Sir C. Warren on the 28rd. I
pointed out to him that I had no further report
and no intimation of the special arrangements
foreshadowed by this telegram of the 19th, that
for 4 days he had kept his men continucusly

- exposed to shell and rifle fire, perched on the

edge of an almost precipitons hill, that the

.position admitted of no second line, and the
-supports were massed close behind the firing

line in indefensible formations and that a panic
or sudden charge might send the whole lot in
disorder down the hill at any moment. I
said it was too dangerous a situation to be
prolonged, and that he must either attack or
1 should withdraw his force. I advocated, as I
had previously done, an advance from his left.
He said that he had the night before ordered
General Coke to assault Spion Kop, but the
latter had objected to undertaking a night
attack on a position the road to which he had
not reconnoitred, and added that ho intended tc
assault Spion Kop that night.

I suggested that as Greneral Coke was still



