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gave me valuable information doring the day. I
learnt from this source, at about 12 noon, that the
enemy were receiving large reinforcements from
Abutsdam and from Spytfontein,

25. The enemy held their own on this part
of the field, for the underfeature was strongly
entrenched, concealed by small bushes, and on
slight undulations.

26. At 12 noon, I ordered the battalion of
* Gordons,” which was with the supply column,
to support the Highland Brigade. The trenches,
even after the bombardment by lyddite and
shrapnel since daybreak, were too strorgly held to
be cleared.

27. The * Gordons ” advanced in separate half
battalions, and though the attack could not be
carried home, the battalion did splendid work
throughout the day.

28. At 1 p.m., the Seaforth Highlanders found
themselves exposed to a heavy crossfire, the
enemy trying to get round to the right. The
Commanding Officer brought his left forward.
An order to “ Relire” was given, and it was at
this time that the greater part of the casualties
oceurred. The retirement continued for 500
yards, and the ‘¢ Highlanders ”” remained there till
dusk. Lieutenant-Colonel Downman, Command-
ing Gordons, gave the order to retire, because he
found his position untenable, so soon as the
Seaforth Highlanders made the turning movement
to the right.

29. This was an unforiunate retirement, for
Lieutenant-Colonel Hughes-Hallett had received
instructions from me to remain in position until
dusk, and the enemy were &t this time quitting the
trenches by tens and twenties,

30. I bave made use of Lieutenant-Colonel
Hughes-Hallett’s report (the acting Brigadier) for
the description of the part the Highland Brigade
took in this action.

31. Major-General Wauchope told me, when I
asked him the question, on the evening of the
10th, tbat he quite understood his orders, and
made no further remark. He died at the head of
the Brigade, in which his name will always
remain honoured and respected. His high mili-
tary reputation and attainments disarm all criti-
cism. Every soldier in my Division deplores the
loss of a fine soldier, and a true comrade.

32. The attack failed : the inclement weather
was against success ; the men in the Highland
Brigade were ready enough to rally, but the
paucity of Officers and non-commissioned officers
rendered this no easy matter. I attach no blame
to this splendid brigade. From noon until dark

- I held my own opposite to the enemy’s entrench-
ments.

33. ¢ G ” Battery, Royal Horse Artillery, fired
bard till dark, expending nearly 200 rounds per

un.

d 84. Nothing could exceed the conduct of the
troops from the time of the failure of the attack
at daybreak. There was not the slightest confu-
sion, though the fight was carried on under as
hard conditions as one can imagine, for the men
had been on the move from midnight, and were
suffering terribly from thirst. At 7.15 p.ar,
fighting ceased, the Highland Brigade formed up
under cover, the Guards Brigade held my front,
the Yorkshire Light Infantry secured my right
flank, the Cavulry ard guns were drawn in to
behind the Infantry.

85. The men carried half ration, they had half
ration given them from the Supply Column, and
they had a lot of rum served out, as well as a
good supply of water. .

" 86. 1 decided that if I found the trenches

A2

1787

vacated in the morning I would advance to Brown's
Drift, occupying Magersfontein kopje ; if, on the
contrary, the entrenchments were still occupied, I
would retire slowly to this place. The wounded
I seut during the night to the rear, and also the
Supply Column.

37. In the morning I found the trenches still
occupied, and although Major-General Sir H.
Colvile expressed his opinion that it would be
advisable to hold on, I found, after going over the
position with the senior Officers of my force, thera
was a concurrence of opinion that my judgment
was sound and a retirement advisable.

38. I retired in excellent order at 12 noon,
Sir H. Colvile, with the Guards, Cavalry, and
Artillery, covering the retirement. About 300
of the ¢ Gordons” volunteered to act as stretcher
bearers to carry back the wounded to camp.
There were only two casualties during the retires
ment, ’

39. I have to express my appreciation of ths
clear orders given out, and the careful arrange-
ments made by Colorel Douglas, A.D.C,, m
Chief Staff Officer, for the attack.

Major-General Sir Henry Colvile showed
coolness and judgment throughout tweo trying
days.

The same remark applies to Major-General
Babington.

Y again recognize the business-like manner in
which Lieutenant - Colonel Hall, Commanding
Royal Artillery, carries out his duties in the field.

Major Bannatine Allason performed splendid
work, and assisted greatly in checking the enemy
on the right of our attack.

Lieutenant Cuthbert, Scots Guards, my extra
Ajde-de-Camp, showed considerable coolness in
taking a message from me to the Gordon High-
landers. A volley was fired at him, killing his
horse ; he took off wallets and saddle and returned,
letting me learn from others how he had behaved.

Major Milton, Commanding Mounted Infantry,
behaved gallantly, and was shot three times before
he died ; he was making a successful effort to rally
some men of the Highland Brigade.

Lieutenant-Colonel the Earl of Airlie did
excellent work with two dismounted squadrons,’
when good service was much needed.

Major Litile, in the firing line, did good work
all day.

Lieutenant Allhusen, 9th Lancers, and Lieu- - .

tenant Macnaghten, 12th Lancers, did good work
with their Maxims.

Major Maberly, Royal Horse Artillery, acting
galloper to Major-General Babington, after rally-
ing 80 or 40 men of different regiments, was
severely wounded.

Major O’Donnell, Royal Army Medical Corps,
and Lieutenant Delap, Royal Army Medical
Corps, were indefatigable in attending wouunded
under fire. Lientenant - Colonel Codrington,
Officer Commanding Coldstream Guards, though
wounded, insisted on remaining in command of
his battalion till nightfall,

Major the Honourable W. Lambton, Cold-
stream Guards, refused to be carried because the
bearers were exposed to fire. He remained on
the ground 37 bours without food or water.

Captain the Master of Ruthven, Scots Guards,
performed, as on several other occasions, valuable
services.

Major the DMarquis of Winchester was killed
whilst displaying almost reckless courage.

Sergeant Wilkinson, 2nd Battalion Coldstream
Guards, showed great courage in collecting ammu-
nition. Corporal Bartlet, 2nd Battalion Cold«
stream Guards, under a very heavy fire,




