
70.94 THE LONDON GAZETTE, DECEMBER 1, 1896.

ing Collisions at Sea contained in Schedule I
hereto annexed shall be substituted therefor (with
the exception aforesaid) and come into operation as
regards British ships and boats :
/'And Her Majesty is further pleased, by virtue

of the power vested in Her by Section four
hundred and thirty-four of " The Merchant
Shipping Act, 1894," and by and with the advice
of Her Privy Council, to direct that, on and after
the first day of July, one thousand eight hundred
and ninety-seven, the Regulations or Rules as to
signals of distress contained in the Schedule to the
said Order in Council dated the eleventh day of
August, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-
four, shall be annulled and the rules as to signals
of distress contained in Schedule II hereto
annexed shall be substituted therefor and come
into operation as regards British ships and boats.

C. L. Pee!.

SCHEDULE I.
Preliminary.

These rules shall be followed by all vessels
upon the high seas and in all waters connected
therewith, navigable by sea-going vessels.

In the following rules every steam-yessel which
is under sail and not under steam is to be con-
sidered a sailing vessel., and every vessel under
steam, whether under sail or not, is to be con-
sidered a steam vessel.

The word "steam vessel" shall include any
vessel propelled by machinery.

A, vessel is " under way " within the meaning of
these rules! when she is not at anchor, or made
fast to the shore or aground.

Rules concerning Lights, fyc.
The word "visible" in these rules, when

applied to lights, shall mean visible ou a dark
uight with a clear atmosphere.

Art. 1. The rules concerning lights shall be
complied with in all weathers from sunset to sun-
rise, and during such time no other lights which
may be mistaken for the prescribed lights sluill be
exhibited.

Art. 2. A steam vessel when under way shall
carry:—

(a.) On or in front of the foremast, or if a
vessel without a foremast, then in the fore
part of the vessel, at a height above the hull
of not less than twenty feet, and if the
breadth of the vessel exceeds twenty feet,
then at a height above the hull not less than
such breadth, so, however, that the light need
not be carried at a greater height above the
hull than forty feet, a bright white light, so
constructed as to show an unbroken light over

• an arc of the horizon of twenty points of the
compass, so fixed as to throw the light ten
points'on each side of the vessel, viz., from

: right ahead to two points abaft the beam ou
cither side, and of such a character as to be
visible at a distance of at lea?t five miles.

(/>.) On the starboard side a green li»ht so con-
structed as to show an unbroken light over
an arc of the horizon of ten points of the
compass, so fixed as to throw the ii^ht from
right ahead to two points abaft the beatn on
the siai board side, and of such a character as
to be visible at a distance of at least two miles

(c.) On the port side a red light so constructed
as to show an unbroken light over an arc of
tlie horizon.of ten points of the compass, so

•fixed, as to throw the light from right ahead
to two points a! aft the beam on the port side,
and of such a character as to be visible at a
distance of at least two miles.

, (d.') The said green and red side-lights shall bo
fitted with inboard screens project ing at least
ihree feet forward from the light, so as to pre-
vent these lights from being seen across the
bow.

(c.) A steam vessel when under way may carry
an additional white light similar in construc-
tion to the light mentioned in subdivision (a).
These two lights shall be so placed in line
with the keel that one shall be at least 15
feet higher than the other, and in such a
position with reference to each other that the
lower light shall be forward of the upper one.
The vertical distance between these lights
shall be less than the horizontal distance.

Art. 3. A steam vessel when towing another
vessel shall, in 'addition to her side-lights, carry
two bright white lights in a vertical line one over
the other, not less than six feet apart, and when
towing more than one vessel shall carry an
additional bright white light six feet above or
below such lights, if the length of the tow,
measuring from the stern of the towing vessel to
the stern of the last vessel towed, exceeds six
hundred feet. Each of these lights shall be of the
same construction and character, and shall be
carried in the same position as the white light
mentioned in Article 2 (a), except the additional
light, which may be carried at a height of not less.
than fourteen feet above the hull.

Such steam vessel may carry a small white
light abaft the funnel or aftermost for the vessel
towed to steer by, but such light shall not be
visible forward of the beam.

Art. 4.—(a.) A vessel which from any accident
is not under command shall carry at the same
height as the white light mentioned in Article 2
(«), where they can best be seen, and, if a steam
vessel, in lieu of that light, two red lights, in a
vertical line one over the other, not less than six
feet apart, and of such a character as to be visible
all round the horizon at a distance of at least two
miles ; and shall by day carry in a vertical line
one over the other not less than six feet apart,
where they can best be seen, two black balls or
shapes each two feet in diameter.

(6.) A vessel employed in laying or in picking'
up a telegraph cable shall carry in the, same
position as the white light mentioned.in Article 2
(d), and if a steam vessel, in lieu of that light,
three lights in a vertical line one over the other,
not less than six feet apart. The highest and*
lowest of these lights shall be red, and the middle
light shall be white, and they shall be of such a
character as to be visible all round the horizon, at
a distance of at least two miles. . By day she shall
carry in a vertical line one over the other, not less
than six feet apart, where they can best be seen,
three shapes not less than two feet in diameter, of
which the highest and lowest shall be globular in
shape and red in colour, and the middle one
diamond in shape and white. •

fc.) The vessels referred to in this Article when
not making way through the water, shall not cany
the side lights, but when making way shall carry
them.

(d.) The lights and shapes required to be shown
by this Article are to be taken by other vessels as
signals that the vessel showing them is not under
command sind cannot therefore get out of "the way.

These signals are not signals of vessels in dis-
tress and requiring assistance. Such signals are-
contained in Article 31.

Art. 5. A sailing vessel under way, and any
vessel being towed, shall carry the same lights as.
are' prescribed by Article 2 for a steam vessel


