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$ance of ‘about 80 ya,rds This lower saugar was
only about 80 yards from our covexed way to’
the waler. -

- April 1st, 1895. —Desultoryﬁung in the mght
loop-tole- fire from the' garden wall at-our para-
‘pets. .Sank a-trench in the stables with a view

to'more protectxon for men going to the water-:

way.. ‘Made §ome vollgy loop-holes in the lower
story of watel tower.

We had néw 37 men in hosplta.l and 23 out-
pa,txents,——total 60 men.

= April-3rd, 1895.—Nothing of importance since
1st April. Much rain on this date. The son' of’
Mehtar Jan Babadur Khau (who was in the fort
along with us) was- admitted to see his-father.’
He had come from Mastuj, ‘and said that 800
troops had arrived at Mastuj, and there were
three British officers ; included 150 to 200 Hunza,
Nagar, and Punyali levies. However, I believe,
'his statements were most contradictory, and he
had evidently been told what to say.

4th April, 1895.-~Only:a few siray. shots last
‘night fired by our people at men" moving about’
by the enemy’s sgngar on north-west face in the
chmar treés. . - - :

"We filled. powder—bags, and made up’powder-
hose in linen, séwn up it mackintosh sheets.

In hospltal 36, i, 7 Sikhs and 29 -
- ’ -~ Kashmir Rifles.
Out-pa.tlents 39 e
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5th' Apul 1895. —The enemy were at-work in
‘Nizam’s summer-house in the garden+at south-
east-angle of fort; about 50 yards from the gun
tower. This place we had been unable to knock
down owing. to heavy fire on working ‘parties.
Tt wasin reality a small servants”house; which had
stood next door fo the suthmer-house which™ had
been -levelled by us.. “The. fire ‘from the ememy
got ' lively about 5 par. Babadur. Khan's son
:again came to see the British: Ag‘ent but late in
theevening. e was not-admitted mto the f01t
but told to come next morning:.

- 6th- Aprdl,. 1895.:2~Found in the ‘moining tha.t
the ‘encmy had been very active in the. uw‘ht A
large fascine.sangar stood in front of the nain
gaterat'a distance of 40 yards only (west frotit).

A palisade-work sangar had' also” been made
just.under the chabootra (north:western' face);
alsoa sangar Had been'mads in: the middle of the -

-ga;\den*-"(east face) wbhout .40 yavds.from the
garden gate:. - They fired.with:matchlocks. in the
night; mostly frbm the summer-house : this was
no doubtto take off our attention. .

« :I loop-holed the lower. story of the east tower

“in the night to command the east erid of the '
stables, whith --point, in -y -opinion, was a
dangerous one: "More loop-holes also ma.de in.
stable bmldmgs at west-end. : :

:I had occasion to find fault w:th'the sentnes
of ‘the .4th ‘Kashmir Rifles i - the -gun tower.
:this - evenmg, -and - took steps to-inerease thelr
vigilance, - woa ‘.

They.-did* not seem'to. hke lookmg over the;
‘tap .of -thé tower .owing:to the -énemy in’.the
summer-house; who. now: made things warm for
Ahle-seribriés “in: the gun'.fower. - :Loop-holed the
iwalls: leftooutside- the - mam gate enemy fmm
.neartsamga.nhnn T

- 7thvApeily® 1895:—Last mght I occupled the
xemalnmg walls standing outside the main gaté,
-having. loop-holed them;. with .12 Sikhs-and 6
Pnnya.hs *About5. A, whilst- I was” having a
Jook from the"tep-of: the ‘north; "tower, a large

:number: off the. enemy opehed asheavy matéhlock.
iré.from: the chinardrees- in.frontof the porth;
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tower. It seemed to me' thabt-this meant an
attack on the covered way to the water at last,
| and having directed the Sikhs in the north tower
to fire volleys, I went.down and -turned out the
inlying picquet and sent round, sénding every
one to their different alarm-posts The enemy
kept up-a deal of-shouting and yelling, our men
in the waler' tower and. the Sikhs’ on the west
'|'parapet giving them steady volleys, which the
énemy could not face, but decamped ‘towards
the pazar. Some of their men erept up to
within 12 yards or so of our'wnlls outside the
main gate, firing at them, one Sikh being shot

‘through the thigh by a Snider bullet.

- During. the ﬁrmg the -enemy managed, wnth
great-pluck, to place huge. faggots and logs of
wood in & pile against the corner of the gun
tower, and set light to it;-and the tower was
soon well on fire and bla.zmg' up. Things looked
very bad ; I sent up all the whole of the-inlying
'l picquet to run up with their greatcoats full of
earth, sent up sacks of earth and. as much wa.ter
as we could get hold-of.

A strong wind was blowing at the time. -At
one time the fire was got under ; 1t then blazed
ap again, the flames mounting up in the spaces
between the beams in the tower. The Machicoulis
galleries.in the- tower were the targets for a hail
of Snider bulléts from the summer-house at .50
yards, the bullets smashing through-the planks.
The. British Agent, who was in the towet . super-
intending the putting .out of- the. fire, was
wounded at & holé in the-wall, and a- Sikh shot
there the rext minute. A sentry of the 4th
Kashmir Rifles dlso shot. . I now went into
the towers, a all seemed qulet around the fort,
and it was gettmg quite light: - Their riflémen
from the sangars’ opened firé at the gun tower,
from across the river and from high .ground.to
the south-west, where they could. hit our- people
going in-and out of the tower with water and
earth. My orderly was. mortally wounded;
zltogetber nine were wouunded putting out the

re. -

. The fire was got uider *with great dlfﬁculty
We had to keep picking holes into the wall
inside the lower as it mounted up, and pouring
water down, and we got above the fire by means
of ladders: and -by working downwards from the
top story of the tower so. ag to meet the fire.

It was 10 A.pr.-before the fire was out, but
water was kept poumng down 1nsv1e the. walls
all day.. i

The enemy showed gre‘tt 'couragg ““and
enterprise in firing our tower, and -our sentries
showed great-slackness and want of vigilance. -

- I néw_ changed the sentrics of the 4th
Kashniir Rifles, putling the men of the-14th
Sikhs™in- theif -places. The Machicoulis were
greatly--impraved: and’ made very strong, -and

loop-holed with a large loop-hole to ses a lot: of

ground atthe foot of thetower; 'A sentry was

always lying m -each of these Machlcouhs

galleries,

Twelve corpses.of the enemy were reported to
have been seen by the look-out men’ in the
towers. -

During the aftemoon I had heapq of ea.rth
collected and sent up on the parapets, vessels
and ammunition boxes filled with water also and
earth in plenty, and water in every story in all
the towers. The mackintosh sheets of the 14th
Sikhs were utilised to hold water. All the
servants, syces, etc., were formed into a fire
picquet under Surgeon-Captmn ‘Whitchurch.

-Also heaps ‘of stones Wereé placed in‘the tops of

.the towers for the sentmes to throw aown ﬁ'dm
-time to time in the dark. i aw



