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February 24.—Leaving Abako at daylight, I
proceeded to Cape St. Mary.

February 25.—The following day, Sunday,
the 25th, on being relieved by a party of Blue-
jackets under Lieutenant Weroyss, R.N., 1 pro-
ceeded to Sabbajee. about twelve miles distant
from Bathurst, with orders to take up a position
there to cover Bathurst and district, and arrived
there about 4 P.M. No entrenching tools having
arrived, I had sent Captain Westmorland, 1st
West India Regiment, to expedite their dispatch.
I had to consider the best means of meeting
an attack, and resolved instead of attempting
to throw up any defensive works, to clear the
bush as far round as possible, obtain a good field
of fire and meet the enemy in the open. There
were not sufficient boxes of stores with which to
build a parapet. Having done all possible in the
way of burning and clearing away the bush, I had
every available vessel filled with water, the nearest
well being half-a-mile away in the thick bush.
Having told off every man to the place he would
occupy in case of attack, I posted a chain of
sentries round the bivouac and retired to rest.

February 26.—The following morning about
5.30 A.M., the sentry on our right gave the
alarm, and I saw in the dim light about a
couple of hundred men, who had evidently
been trying to work round our rear, running
towards us. In a few seconds every man
was in. his place and a volley from our right
checked the advance of the enemy before they had
reached within 200 yards of the bivouac. Almost
simultaneously we were attacked in front and on
our left flank. For half-an-hour we were sub-
jected to a heavy fire, but as it was still too dark
for any forward movement, I contented myself
with firing occasional volleys into the places where
the flashes of the guns seemed thickest.

About 6.15 A.M., it being then light, I sent
Lieutenant Cowie, 1st West India Regiment, with
30 of his men, to clear the bush on our left, a duty
he perform*: d with celerity and judgment, and
shortly after a party of Royal Marines to perform
the same duty on our right. At 6.30, finding the
enemy; would not show themselves, I made a
feigned retreat of the whole force with a view to
induce them to follow us, but with little success.
Shortly after having returned to my position, I
observed crossing my front from east to west—
our front was about south—a large body, of men,
numbering apparently about 1,000, moving slowly
and with some regularity. Among them were
horsemen, evidently the leaders of the party.
Judging the distance at about 1,200 yards, I fired
some long-range volleys and brought the 7-
pounder to bear, leaving some picked shots to deal
with the men in our immediate vicinity. The
effect of the musketry fire could not be seen, but
the shell fire appeared very effective, and I have
since heard from a native source that of ten
Headmen who accompanied the expedition, three
were killed by a single shell besides a number of
followers. An intermittent fire was kept up till
7.30 A.M., when I advanced and cleared away the
last of the enemy, who disappeared in a south-
west direction.

Casualties : one corporal, two privates, Royal
Marine Light Infantry, and one private 1st West
India Regiment, wounded.

Several Martini rifles were used by the enemy,
but the bullets all passed high. On searching the
field no dead or wounded were found, having all
been removed ; some guns were, however, picked
up. Behind one or two trees were found small
heaps of empty Henry-Martini cartridge cases,

together .with the paper in which they had been
wrapped, showing them to have been naval stores.

I have great pleasure in testifying to the
coolness and steadiness of all concerned on this
occasion. Fire was kept well under control, and
not a shot wasted.

Lieutenant Cowie and Surgeon Bowden, R.N.,
were the only Officers with me. To the latter
was assigned the duty of keeping up the supply
of ammunition.

February 27.—The remainder of the day I
spent in strengthening my position, and the
following day moved to my present position,
where I have constructed a redoubt capable of
holding 150 men, and which I have named Fort
Britannia. I have, &c.,

(Signed) A. D. CORBET,
Major and Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel,

Royal Marine Light Infantry.

A Letter, of which the attached is a copy, has beeu
addressed to the Commander-in-Chief with
reference to the beforementioned Despatches.

No. 132. Admiralty,
SIR, April 16, 1894.

MY Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have
had under their consideration your Despatches as
noted in the margin* reporting on the operations
undertaken against Fodey Silah, Chief of Foreign-
Combo (Gambia) between the 21st February and
11 th March last.

2. Their Lordships have already, by telegram of
24th February, conveyed to you the expression of
the deep regret with which they received the
intelligence of the reverse sustained in the ex-
pedition against Birkama, and of the serious loss
of life and other casualties resulting, but they fully
share your opinion that in the trying circumstances
in which they were placed the behaviour of the
Officers and men was exemplary.

3. As regards the final operations, My Lords
received with much satisfaction your report of the
praiseworthy manner in which the Officers, sea-
men, and marines employed upon the service
fulfilled the arduous and difficult duties required
of them, and I am to request you will communicate
to all concerned the expression of their cordial
approbation.

4. To the undermentioned, Officers whose
services have been specially referred to by you, I
am to desire you will convey their Lordships'
commendation: —

Commander Charles Graves Sawle.
Lieutenant - Colonel Arthur Corbet, Royal

Marine Light Infantry.
Lieutenant and Commander E. L. Lang.
Lieutenant and Commander Herbert King-Hall. •
Lieutenant Ralph Hudleston.
Fleet Surgeon W. R. White.
Surgeon Charles J. Fyfe.
Surgeon W. Bowden.
5. My Lords have caused your Despatches to •

be gazetted, and the names of Officers favourably
mentioned have been noted.

6. Their Lordships desire me to say, in conclu-
sion, that they have not failed to notice that your
conduct of affairs from the first has been charac-
terized by much zeal, energy, and judgment, and
that they are satisfied that your original plan of

* February 26, 1894, No. 79 ]
March 1, 1894, Is'o. 80 L with Enclosures.
March 10, 1894, No. 99 '
March 13,1894, No. 100. "
March 13,1894, No. 101.
March 17,1894, No. 117.


