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in Manipur, and that the Chief Commissioner of
Assam and many other officers were prisoners in
the hands of the Manipuri Durbar.

3. Lieutenant Grant, 12th (Burma) Madras
Infantry, who was commanding at Tarau, com-
municated this information by telegraph, and
requested permission to take 50 rifles of his own
regiment and a detachment of the 43rd G-urkha
Rifles (35 rifles), and proceed at once towards
Manipur to endeavour to render assistance to the
prisoners. His proposal having been sanctioned,
he left Tamu on the. 28th March.. On arriving
near Thobal, he found about 800 Manipuris in
position there to arrest his advance. Lieutenant
Grant immediately attacked the enemy, and drove
them out, killing about 50 of them. He then
established himself in a defensible position, where
he was attacked by 2,000 of the enemy with two
guns, whom he defeated, inflicting heavy loss, and
held his position until ordered to retire from it on
the 9th April.

4. In the meantime Captain Presgrave, 12th
(Burma) Madras Infantry, with 100 rifles, had
been pushed up from Auktaung to Tamu, and was
sent out to enable Lieutenant Grant to withdraw
his small force. Captain Presgrave having re-
lieved Lieutenant Grant, the whole party started
for Tamu ; but MaJ£>r Sir C. H. Leslie, Bart.,
2-4th Gurkha Regiment, having arrived at Tamu
with his regiment, was ordered to push on, and
also to direct Captain Presgrave to go back ami
occupy Palel, and to hurry up to that place him-
self. During Captain Presgrave's second advance
on Palel, he came across the enemy, who were
evidently following up Lieutenant Grant's detach-
ment. He attacked and defeated the enemy with

.heavy loss. In the pursuit which followed,
Lieutenant Grant's charger was shot under him.
Captain Presgrave then occupied Palel, where he
was joined subsequently by Major Sir Charles
Leslie, with the 2-4th Gurkha Regiment, and this
place was held as the advanced position till the
arrival of the remainder of the Tamu Column
on the 25th April, J891.

5. Orders had been received on the 31st
March for a force from the Myingyan District,
Upper Burma, to proceed to Manipur to co-ope-
rate with columns from Silchar and Kohima.
The constitution of the Tamu Column was as
follows :—

.Four guns, No. 2 Mountain Battery, Royal
Artillery.

Head-quarters and wing, 4th Battalion King's
Royal Rifles.

2-4th Gurkha Regiment.
12th (Burma) Madras Infantry.
With the 32nd (Burma) Madras Infantry in

reserve at Tamu.
The main body of the column concentrated at

Tamu on the 21st April, and advanced on the
23rd April, it having been arranged that the
columns from Kohimaj Silchar, and Tamu should
concentrate on Manipur on the 27th April, 1891.

G. The column advanced without opposition
to Palel. On the 24th April, while the main
body was at Tinghaphul, information was
received from Palel that the enemy had en-
trenched themselves in a position about six miles
north of Palel, and orders were issued for a
reconnaissance to be made on the 25th April to
ascertain their strength, &c. On the arrival of
the head-quarters of the column at Palel on the
25th April, information was received from Cap-
tain Drury, 2-4th Gurkha Regiment, who was
commanding the reconnaissance party, that he
had hemmed in a large number of the enemy
in their entrenchment about six miles north

of Palel, so that they could not escape, and
asking permission to turn them out. As Cap-
tain Drury had only 100 rifles of the -2-4th
Gurkha Regiment, 50 rifles of the 12th (Burma)
Madras Infantry, and 44 mounted infantry of the
12th (Burma) Madras Infantry with him, and
as I did not think this force strong: enough for
the purpose, I ordered two guns of No. 2
Mountain Battery and 200 rifles of the 2-4th
Gurkha Regiment, the whole under the com-
mand of Captain Rundall, 2-4th Gurkha Regi-
ment, to reinforce Captain Drury. Captain
Rundall, on arrival at the scene of action, placed
his guns on a hill about 1,000 yards from the
entrenchment, and commenced to shell it. In
the meantime Captain Drury with his detach-
ment of the 2-4th Gurkha Regiment and Lieu-
tenant Grant with the 12th (Burma) Madras
Infantry gradually approached the entrench-
ment from the north, while Captain Carnegy
with his Gurkhas approached it from the south.
The guns ceased firing as the infantry ap-
proached, and finally both Captain Drury's
and Captain Carnegy's parties, the former
accompanied by the detachment of the 12th
(Burma) Madras Infantry under Lieutenant
Grant, rushed the entrenchment. A regular
hand-to-hand fight ensued, when most of the
enemy in the work were killed. The mounted
infantry of the 12th (Burma) Madras Infantry
under Lieutenant Cox cut off the retreat of
those who tried to escape, and killed many of
them.

Our losses were as follows :
Jemadar Kiruram Gurung, 2-4th Gurkha

Regiment, killed.
No. ,939, Sepoy Dalia Thapa, 2-4th Gurkha

Regiment, killed.
Captain Drury and Captain Carnegy, 2-4th

Gurkha Regiment, severely wounded.
Lieutenant Grant and Lieutenant Cox, 12th

(Burma) Madras Infantry, severely wounded.
Subadar-MajorKalpatti Gurung, 2-4th Gurkhas;

severely wounded.
Jemadar Birbal Nagarkoti, 43rd Gurkhas,

severely wounded.
No. 112, Havildar Jitman Rai, 2-4th Gurkhas,

severely wounded.
No. 523, Naik Pirthidhan Rai, 2-4th Gurkhas,

severely wounded.
No. 656, Sepoy Mahadal Limbu, 2-1th Gur-

khas, severely wounded.
No. .575, Sepoy Dan Singh Chand, 2-lth Gur-

khas, severely wounded.
No. 290, Sepoy Dhan Singh Khattri, 2-4th

Gurkhas, severely wounded.
No. 637, Sepoy Dayal Singh, 12th (Burma)

Madras Infantry, severely wounded.
No. 271, Sepoy Bhola Singh, 12th (Burma)

Madras Infantry, severely wounded.
Of the enemy, 76 dead bodies were found in

the entrenchment, and 52 outside, while the
mounted infantry killed many more. Amongst
the killed were two Minzawraws, named Meah
and Senna Mypa (a prince), who are stated by
the Manipuris of all the adjacent villages to
have been among the actual murderers of the
late Mr. Quinton.

The force remained for the night in huts close
to the scene of the fight.

The enemy on this occasion made a most
stubborn resistance, which may be accounted for
by the fact that they had no loophole for escape
left them.

The behaviour of the troops was magnificent.
7. On the 26th April the head-quarters of the

column marched to Thobal, picking up Captain


