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His Eoyal Highness The President then handed to Her Majesty a statement of the
origin of the Institute, together with a collection of the coins of the present year.

These, with the assistance of His Eoyal Highness The Prince of Wales, K.G.j Her
Majesty deposited beneath the stone.

His Eoyal Highness The Prince of Wales, K.G.^ handed the trowel to The Queen,
who then proceeded to lay the first stone, being assisted in the use of the line and
plummet by T. E. Collcutt, Esq., the Architect.

*

The Archbishop of Canterbury then offered up a prayer.

His Eoyal Highness The Prince of Wales, K.G., on the part of the Eoj^al Commissioners
of the Exhibition of 1851 (the donors of the site), presented the following address of
congratulation to The Queen on the attainment of the Jubilee of Her Majesty's reign:—

"TO THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY.

"MAY IT PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY,

"The Eoyal Commissioners for the Exhibition of 1851 humbly approach Your
Majesty on this the Fiftieth Year of Your Majesty's beneficent reign.

"When The Prince Consort, of memory dear to Your Majesty and to the people of
this Empire, conceived the project of an International Exhibition, which should display
side by side the various conditions of industrial enterprise in all parts of the world, Your
Majesty graciously appointed a Eoyal Commission to assist His Eoyal Highness in
carrying out this noble work.

"'The Great Exhibition of 1851 was a triumphant success, and gave a stimulus to
manufacturing-industry which it would be difficult to overrate.

" On the close of the Exhibition there was a surplus of £l 80,000, which, by the
far-seeing wisdom of The Prince Consort, was invested in land at South Kensington, so
that space might be reserved for Institutions of Science and Art, which were likely to
be founded as an outcome of the Great Exhibition.

" Though very few of the original Commissioners are now alive, others have been
added to continue their work, and His Eoyal Highness The Prince of Wales presides
over their deliberations. Under a Charter granted by Your Majesty, the Commissioners
have carefully carried out the views of The Prince Consort, by devoting portions of the
land purchased out of the surplus funds of the Great Exhibition to various important
objects. Frequent exhibitions have been held upon it, and the following Institutions
have been formed and obtained sites, viz.:—

" 1. The South Kensington Museum, the College of Science, and the Department of
Science and Art.

" 2, The Natural History Section of the British Museum.


