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SATURDAY, JULY 29, 1882.

Admiralty, July 29, 1882.
HE following Despatches, of which the follow-

JL ing are copies, have been received at the
-Admiralty from Admiral Sir F. Beauchamp
Seymour, G.C.B., Commander-in-Chief of Her
Majesty's Ships and Vessels on the Mediterranean
Station, in continuation of his Despatch dated
14th July, 1882:—

No. 655. " Helicon" at Alexandria,
SIR, July 19, 188.?.

I HAVE the honour to report, for the informa-
tion of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty,
that, having received a declaration from Lieutenant
Smith-Dorrien (copy attached), that guns were
being mounted in Fort Silsili, I sent a commu-
nication (copy attached) to the Military Com-
mandant'of Alexandria, to the effect that J would
open fire on the forts at sunrise on the llth,
unless, previous to that hour, the batteries on the
Isthmus of Ras-el-Teen, and on the southern
shore of Alexandria, were temporarily surrendered
to me for the purpose of dismantling, thereby
carrying out their Lordships' instructions, which
had reached me on the ICth instant.

2. Early on the morning of the llth, the
"Helicon " was observed making for the " Invin-

1 cible," at anchor in Boghaz Pass, and on board
which ship my flag was flj'ing. At 6.30 a.m. she
reported by signal that Egyptian officers were on
board and wished to communicate with me. These
officers, one an Aide -de - Camp of Dervisch
Pasha's, and two Egyptians, came on board and
delivered a letter from His Excellency Ragheb
Pasha, President of the Council and Minister of
Foreign Affairs, which is also attached, that he
was willing to dismount three guns. I informed
them that I could not possibly entertain such a
proposal, and I therefore sent a reply couched in
those terms to His Excellency (copy herewith).

3. On ascertaining that the officers had landed
safely, I opened fire on the forts, which was soon
briskly returned from the Meiks lines and bat-
teries within the Reefs, also from Ras-el-Teen and
Forts Ada and Pharos on the offshore squadron.
Having succeeded in silencing the forts at 5.30
p.m. I made a signal to cease tiring.

4. On the morning of the 12th, after two or

three shots had been fired into Fort Pharos, a flag
of truce was hoisted, and I then sent my Flag-
Lieutenant, the Honourable Hedworth Lambton,
into Alexandria to discover the reason, wiih in-
structions (copy enclosed) to demand in my name
the surrender of the batteries commanding the
Boghaz Channel; and I attach hereto his reply,
which leaves very little doubt that it was simply
a ruse to obtain time. The flag was then lowered.

5. On another shot being fired into the Meiks
Barracks Battery Earthworks, a flag of truce was
again hoisted, and, on my sending in Lieutenant
and Commander Morrison, of the " Helicon," to
the Khedive's yacht " Mahroussa," he found no
one on board, and reported the town had been
evacuated. By the time the " Helicon " reached
me darkness had set in.

6. At daylight the squadron was under weigh,
and I proceeded up to the harbour, and found
that the town was on fire in several places, that
the Hareem of the Ras-el-Teen Palace was also
burning, and that the forts were.evacuated.

7. As by the most reliable authority 1 learned
that the forces of Arnbi Pasha had only moved
out as far as Pompey's Pillar, where they were
said to be awaiting us, I had to be cautious in our
proceedings, and, as a first measure, I landed a
party from the "Invincible" and another from
the "Monarch," under Captain Fairfax, C.B.,
A.D.C., to spike or burst the guns between Gabari
and Tsale, which bore on the harbour.

8. While this was being accomplished, the gun-
boats were sent to the ships outside the reefs to
bring in the Marines. Ras-el-Teen itself was
occupied, and many of the guns bearing on our
ships spiked. About the same time I received a
visit from Ahmet Tewfik Effendi, A.D.C. to His
Excellency Dervisch Pasha, who, accompanied
by Colonel Zohrab Bey, A.D.C. to His High-
ness the Khedive, had come in from Ramleh
Palace, about four miles from Alexandria, asking
me if I would undertake to receive the' Khedive,
whose safety from the mutinous regiments sur-
rounding him gave rise to much apprehension.
I at once expressed my readiness and anxiety to be
of service to His Highness, and, at about'4 p.m.,
I had the honour to receive him. at the gate of the
Palace, which fortunately has suffered only to a


