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came irt contact with the Umcityu Regiment), one
to the left front, and one to the rear, along the
wagon-road (which is supposed to have gone after
the baggage wagons brought up by Colonel Durn-
ford, R.E). '

At this period of the day the position of the
troops was as follows. They were drawn up to
the left of the Native Contingent Camp, with the
guns facing the left. A message was now brought
by a Natal Native Contingent officer, probably one
of Colonel Durnford's mounted men, that the
Zulus were advancing in great force, and firing
was heard towards the left (the firing of the
mounted Basutos against the Umcttyu Regiment).

It is stated by a wagon driver that a consulta-
tion now took place between Colonel Durnford
and Colonel Pulleinc, during which he imagined
there was a difference of opinion, Colonel Pulleine
ultimately, however, giving way to his superior
officer.

A Company of the 1st Battalion 24th were
then moved up to the neck between the
Sandhlwana Hill and the position occupied by
the Zulus, where they at once became engaged
with the Umcityu Regiment whose advance they
completely checked for the time. The distance of
this neek is about a mile and a half from camp:

Meanwhile the Zulus had advanced in the follow-
ing order. The Umcityu Regiment formed the right
Centre, and was engaged with one company 1st Bat-
talion 24th Regiment, and about 200 of Colonel
Durnford's natives ; the left centfe was com-
posed of the Nokenke Regiment who were being
shelled by the two guns as they advanced. Next
to them on the left, came the Inbonambi Regi-
ment with the Nkobamak6si Regiment outside
Of it) both making ia turning movement and
threatening the front of the camp, while driving
before them a body of Colonel Durnfoi'd'a mounted
men, supported by a patrol of Volunteers. The
Undi Corps, on seeing that the other four'regi-
ments had commenced the attack, as above,
inarched off to their right, and, without fighting,
made for the north side of the Sandhlwana Hill,
being concealed by it until, their turning move-
ment being completed, they made their appearance
to the west of the Sandhlwana at the spot were
the wagon road crosses the neck. Meanwhile the
Nkobaroakosi Regiment had become engaged on
the left front of the camp with our infantry, and
Buffered very severely, being repulsed three times,
Until the arrival of the Inbonambi Regiment enabled
them' to push forward, along the south front of
the camp and complete their turning movement.
This produced an alteration in the position held
by those defending the camp. Two companies
of the 24th Regiment and all the mounted Euro-
peans being sent to the extreme right of the
camp, at the spot where the road cuts through it.
The guns were moved to the right of the Native
Contingent camp, having the nullah below them
to their left lined by the Native Contingent; three
companies of the 1st Battalion 24th Regiment
remained on the left of the camp, supported on
their left by the body of Mounted Basutos, who
had been driven back by the Umcityu Regiment.
The one company of the 1 st Battalion 24th Regi-
ment which had been thrown out to the neck, was
now retiring, fighting.

By this time the attack of the enemy extended
along the whole front of the camp, a distance of
not less than 800 yards, and along the whole left,
a distance of about 600 yards, and although they
were still held in check by our fire, they were
advancing rapidly towards the gaps between the.
troops. Up to this point their advance had been
steady, and made without noise, but now they

began to double and to call to one another. The
camp followers and the Native Contingent began
to fly, making for the right, and in a few minutes
more the troops were forced to retire upon tlie
tents to avoid being cut off, as the Zulus
had now burst through the gaps. So far,
very few men had fallen on our side, the fire
of the enemy being far from good, but as the men
fell back the Zulus came with a rush, and in
a vciy few minutes it became a hand to hand
conflict. About this time also the Undi corps,
made its appearance on the right rear of the
camp, completely cutting off any retreat towards
Rorke's Drift. Fortunately the Nkobamakosi,
instead of attempting to completely surround the
camp by making a junction with the Undi, fol-
lowed the retreating natives, thus leaving a
narrow passage open for escape, which was taken
advantage of by such as were able to escape out
of the camp. A few were met and killed by the
Uudi, but that corps, believing that the camp
was already plundered, decided to make the bes't
of their way to Rorke's Drift, and plunder it,
never dreaming that any opposition could be
offered by the few men they knew to be there.
The loss of the Zulus must have been exceed-
ingly heavy. • The Umcityu were frightfully cut
up~ by the single company of the 1st Battalion
24th Regiment, which was sent out of camp, and
never returned ; the Nkobamakosi fell in' heaps ;
the hill down which the Nokenke came was covered
with slain; and the loss of the Undi at Rorke's
Drift cannot be less than 500; they killed all
their own wounded who were unable to get away.
Much astonishment was expressed by the Zulus
at the behaviour of our soldiers, firstly, regarding
their death dealing powers considering their num-
bers ; secondly, because they did not run away
before the enormous numerical superiority of the
enemy.

(Signed).
W. DRUMMOND,

Head-quarter Staff.

4B.
Precis of instructions contained in Lord Chelms-

ford's letters to Colonel Pearson.

Durban, February 6, 1879.
Yours of 1st received.
Trust that the news that you are to be attacked

and also Glyn may be true.
Having been attacked, and the enemy repulsed*

a decision as to your future movements absolutely-
necessary.

If you can reduce your garrison to one-half, it,
will give you a strong moveable column at Lower/
Tugela.

Should wish to see Naval Brigade .garrisoning
forts at Lower Tugela. Yourself and staff ought,
to be there also.

After a successful action, would be your best
chance of withdrawing a portion of your garrison,,
otherwise a risk.

Endeavour to arrange for the holding an
entrenchment requiring a lesser garrison.

Your best field officers should remain in com-
mand.

Bring back only what baggage, &c., is absolutely
essential. The sick and wounded should come in
empty wagons.

I trust that any attack made on our posts may
be simultaneous. We are ready for it.

400 men 88th Regiment, expected to-day;
200 remain here, 200 go to Stanger, thus releas-
ing ninety-nine companies for Lower Tugela.


