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“present ‘camp, and entrench it; Between twelve
and_one o’clock I reached Isandluna, and met
-Cuptain G Shepstone, who told me he had been
“sent by.-Calonel  Durnford for ‘reinforcements ;
that his (Colonel D.’s) troops were heavily en-
-gaged to the left of our camp, beyond the hill,
.and were being driven back. We proceeded toge-
-ther to. Colonel Pulleine. I delivered him.my
“order ; ‘but the eneiny were now in sight at the
top of the hill, on our left, .Lieutenant-Colonel
‘Pulleine sent out two companies about half-way
-up:the hill, and drew up the remainder, with. the
two guns in action, in line,.on the extreme left
of our camp, and facing towards the left, from
which direciion the .enemy were advancing in
great numbers. For a.short time, perhaps fifteen
‘mingtes,.the Zulus were checked, but soon com-
menced to throw forward their left, extending
across the plain on our front. We had between
30 and 40 mounted men, and I asked permission
to take them down in the plain, and check the
enemy’s turning movement. Lieutenant-Colonel
Pulleine told me to do so, and I accordingly
galloped them to the front, and lined the spruit run-
ning acrogs the front of our camp. The Basutos
who were previously retiring, formed line with us
and the enemy halted and commenced firing from
behind cover. Leaving the mounted men who
were under Captain Bradstreet, I returned to
Lieutenant-Colonel Pulleine who bad previously
told me to remain with him. Shortly afterwards,
observing the mounted men retiring, I rode back to
ascertain the cause. Captain Bradstreet told me
he had been ordered to do so by Colonel Durnford,
who.soon afterwards told me himself that he con-
sidered our position too extended, and wished to
collect all the troops together. But it was now
too late. Large masses of the enemy were already
in ‘the camp and completely surrounded the men
of the 24th Regiment. Numbers of these were
also on the road to Rorke’s Drift, The guns
limbered up and attempted to retire to the left of
that road; but were surrounded and overturned.
The few mounted men remaining retreated up
the small hill on the right rear of the camp,
but were soon surrounded by the enemy ad-
vancing from the left and front. Many were
killed. A few of us managed to escape by
riding down the hill on the right, but many were
shot riding along the narrow valley, and more
drowned and shot in crossing the Buffalo. When
I saw all was lost, I sent an order by a Basuto to
the officer on Rorke's Drift, telling him to fortify
and hold the house.. I also sent a similar order to
Helpmakaar.. We reached Helpmakaar about
five P.u., and near a laager round the Commissariat
Stores I endeavoured to obtain a messenger to go
to Colonel E. Wood, as I feared the General’s
forcé would be cut off, and hoped he, Colonel
‘Wood, might be in time to lend his -assistance.
No one would go, the Basutos saying they did not
know the way. So .on the return of the two
companies who had started for Rorke’s Drift, I
decided on going myself, and riding all night
reached Utrecht about four o’clock the next day.
Ithen got a messenger to go to Colonel Wood
and returned myself to Helpmakaar. On the road,
learning that Colonel Glyn's head-quarters were
at Rorke’s Drift, I proceeded thither. I trust I
may not be thought, presumptous if I state my
opinion, that had there been a regiment or even
two squadrons of cavalry the disaster at Isandlana
would not have occured. The enemy’s advance
across our front which was requisite in order to
turn our right was in extremely loose order, the
ground was an open plain and could easily bave
been cleared by a determined charge.” The

nemy's shooting was so indifferent that our loss
would have  been -very small. -‘The result more-
over of a cavalry charge would have had a very
different effect on the enemy’s morale to the re-
treating fire of mounted skirmishers, and I feel
confident we could  bave held our own ll the

return of the General’s force. -
ALAN GARDNER,

-~ . (Signed)
Captain, 14th Hussars, Staff Officer,
: - 8rd Columa.
3.

Information receivedl from Tmtegolalo, & Zulu
well known to Mr. Longeast, Interpreter to the
Lieutenani-General, found wounded at Rorke’s
Drift on the 23rd January.

Statement made by Natives regarding the Action
of the 22nd January, at the Sandhlivana Hill,

Tre Zulu army had, on the day of the 21st
January, been bivonacked between the Upindo -
and Babmango Hills, from which position a portion
of them were able to see our mounted men, viz.,
the Natal Carabineers and the: Mounted Police,
on the Ndblaza Kazi Hill, and were seen by them.

The army consisted of the Undi Corps, the
Nokenke and Umcityu Regiments, and the Nko-
bamakosi and Inbonambi Regiments, who were
severally about 3000, 7000, and 10,000 strong,
being the picked troops of the Zula army." -

During the night of the 21st January, they
were ordered to move in small detached bodies to
a position about a mile and a-half to the east of
the camp at Sandhlwana, on a stony table-land
about 1000 yards distant from and within view of
the spot visited by Lord Chelmsford and Colonel
Glyn on the afterncon of the 21st January.

On arriving &t this position, they were ordered
to remain quiet, not showing themselves or lighting
fires. Their formation was as follows:—The
centre was occupied by the Undi Corps ; the right
wing by the Nokenke and Umeityu ; and the left
by the Inbonambi and the Nkobama Kosi Regi-
ments.

Their orders from the King were to attack
Colonel Glyn and No. 8 Column, and to drive
it back across the boundary river. They had,
however, no intention whatever of making any
attack on "the 22nd January, owing to the
state of the moon being unfavourable from a
superstitious point of view. The usudl spriklitig
of the warriors with meditine previous to an en-
gagement had not taken place, nor had the war’
song been sung, or the religious ceremonies ac-
companying .been performed. They were going
to make their attack either during the night of the
22nd or at daylight-on the 23rd, and, trusting in’
their number, felt quite secure-of victory.

‘When, on the morning of the 22nd January the
mounted Basutos, under 1he command of Colonel
Durnford, R.E., discovered their pusition and
fired at a portion of the Umecitya Regim. nt,
that regiment immedintely sprung up. without
orders, and charged. It was at once followed by
the Nokenke, Inbonambi, and Nkobamakosi
Regiments, the Undi Corps holding its ground.

Up to this point in the day there had been no
fighting. - BEarly in the morning, soon after the
departure of Colonel Glyn and the troops with
him, a body (probably & company of the Natal
Native Contingent had beren ordered to scout on
the left, but do not seem to have come upon the
enemy. About nine A.M. (approximately), Colonel
Durnford arrived with 250 mounted men and 250
Native Infantry, who were at once divided into
three bodies, one being sent to the left, east (who



