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Colonel Eussell three miles off. This letter was
not addressed to me, and I did not note on it the
time of receipt, but one I received from Colonel
Russell soon after is noted by me (I think, for it
IB at Pietermaritzburg) as received at 10.20.

10. Lieutenant Milne, R.N., A.D.O., shortly after
this descended a hill on our left, whence he had
been on the look-out with a telescope. All the
news he gave regarding the camp was that the
cattle had been driven into camp. I believe this
to have been nearly 11 A.M.'

11. In the meantime information reached the
General that the right of our force was smartly
engaged with the enemy's left. Two companies
of 2-24th and the 2nd Battaliou of the Natal
Native Contingent climbed the hill to our
right, and, striking across the flat hill, joined
the Volunteers who were still engaged. Colonel
Glyn accompanied them, having first ordered
back the four guns and two Companies 2-24th
to the wagon track, with instructions to join
him near the Mangane Valley. He had
also sent back instnictions by Captain Alan
Gardner, 14th Hussars, to Lieutenant-Colonel
Pulleine. I was not informed of their nature. I
took the opportunity of ordering our own small
camp to proceed and join us, as the General
intended to move camp up to the Mangane
Valley, as soon as 'arrangements could be made.

» 12. The 1st Battalion Natal Native Contingent
had been ordered back to camp, and to skirmish
through the ravines in case any Zulus were
hanging about near the camp.

13. Not a sign of the enemy was now seen near
us, and followed by the remaining two Companies
2-24th, we climbed the hill and followed the track
taken by the others. Not a suspicion had crossed
my mind that the camp was in any danger,
neither did anything occur to make me think of
such a thing until about 1-15, when Honourable
Mr. Drummond said he fancied he had heard
(and that natives were certain of it) two cannon
shots. We were then moving back to choose
a camp for the night, about 12 miles distant
from Isandhlana. About 1.45 PM., however,
a native appeared on a hill above us, gesticulating
and calling. He reported that heavy firing had
been going on round the camp. We galloped up
to a high spot, whence we could see the camp,
perhaps 10 or 11 miles distant. None of us
could detect anything amiss; all looked quiet.
This must have been 2 P.M.

14. The General, however, probably thought it
would be well to ascertain what had happened
himself, but not thinking anything was wrong,
ordered Colonel Glyn to bivouac for the night
where we stood; and taking with him some forty
Mounted Volunteers proceeded to ride into camp.

15. Lieutenant-Colonel Cecil Russell, 12th
Lancers, now joined us, and informed me that an
officer of the Natal Native Contingent had come
to him (about 12 noon, I think) when he
was off-saddled, and asked where the General
was, as he had instructions to tell him that
heavy firing had been going on close to the
camp. Our whereabouts was not exactly known,
but the 2-24th Companies were still in sight,
and Colonel Russell pointed them out, and said
we were probably not far from them. This
officer, however, did not come to us.

16. This information from Colonel Russell was
immediately followed by a message from Com-
mandant Brown, commanding the 1st Battalion
Natal Native Contingent, which had been ordered
back to camp at 9.30 A.M.—(the Battalion was
halted a mile from us, and probably eight miles
from camp)—to the effect that large bodies of
Zulus,,were between him and the camp, and that
his men could not advance without support. The
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General ordered an immediate advance of the
Battalion, the Mounted Volunteers and Mounted
Infantry supporting it.

17. I am not aware what messages had been
sent from the camp and received by Colonel Glyn,
or his Staff; but I know that neither the General
nor myself had up to this time received any in/,
formation but that I have mentioned.

18. At 3.15 the Lieutenant-General appeared
to think that he would be able to brush through
any parties of Zulus that might be in his road to
the camp without any force further than that
referred to, viz.:—1st Battalion Native Contingent
and some 80 mounted white men.

19. At 4 P.M., however, the Native Battalion
again halted, and I galloped on to order the
advance to be resumed, when I met Commandant
Lonsdale, who remarked to me as I accosted him,
"The Zulus have the camp." "How do you
know?" I asked, incredulously. " Because I have
been into it," was his answer.

20. The truth was now known, and every one
drew his own conclusions; mine were unluckily
true, that hardly a man could have escaped.
With such an enemy and with only foot soldiers
it appeared to me very improbable that our force
could have given up the camp until they were
surrounded.

21. The General at once .sent back Major
Gossett, A.D.C., 54th Regiment, to order Colonel
Glyn to advance at once with everyone with him.
He must have been five or six miles off. It was
now 4 P.M. We advanced another two miles,
perhaps. The 1st Battalion, 2 Regiment, Natal
Native Contingent, deployed in three ranks, the
first being formed of the white men and .those
natives who had firearms, the Mounted Volun-
teers and Mounted Infantry on the flanks, with,
scouts to the front.

22. About a quarter to five we halted at a.dis-
tance, I should think, of two miles from camp, but.
two ridges lay between us and the camp, and with
our glasses we could only observe those returning
the way they had come. .-Colonel Russell went to-
the front to reconnoitre, and returned about
545 with a report that " All was as bad as it
could be;" that the Zulus were holding the camp.
He estimated the number at 7,000. ' ' - '. '.

23. The troops with Colonel Glyn had pushed
on with all possible speed, though the time seemed,
long to us as we lay and watched the" sun
sinking. At 6 P.M. they arrived, and, having been;
formed into fighting order, were addressed by the
General. We then advanced to strike the camp'
and attack any one we found in our path back to.
Rorke's Drift. - *

24. I consider it but just to the Natal Native
Contingent to state that it was my belief that
evening, and is still the same, that the. two
Battalions would have gone through any enemy
we met, even as our own British troops were
prepared to do. I noticed no signs of wavering
on their part up to sunset, when I ceased to be
able to observe them.

(Signed) J. N. CREALOCK, •
Lieutenant-Colonel, A- Mil. Sec,

2.
Statement by Captain Alan Gardner,

14th Hussars.
Camp, Korku* * Drift, .

Jnniiart! 26, 1879.
I LEFT the force with the General about ,

10.30 A.M.,-and rode back to Isaudlaua Camp,
with the order .to Lieutenant-Colonel.PulleiMe_to..
send 'on 'the camp equipage and 'supplies of the •_
troops camping out, and to remain himself at hiu


