2200 SUPPLEMENT 1o THE LONDON GAZETTE, MARcH 15, 1879.

hood, and that he and Commandant Lonsdale
would bivouac out that night. About 1.30 A.nr,
on the 22nd, a messenger bronght me a note
from Major Dartnell, to say that the enemy was
in greater numbers than when he last reported,
and that he did not thiok it prudent to attack
them unless reinforeed by two or three companies
of the 24th Regiment. I took this note to Colonel
Glyn, C.B,, at once, he ordered me to take it on
to the General. The General ordered the 2nd
Battalion 24th Regiment, the Mdunted Infantry,
and four guns, to be under arms -at- once to
march. This force marched out from camp as
soon as there was light enough to see the road.
The Natal Pioneers accompanied this column to
clear the road. = The General first ordered me to
write to Colonel Durnford,at Rorke’s Drift, to bring
his force to strengthen the camp, but almost imme-
diately afterwards he told Colonel Crealock that
he (Colonel Crealock) was to write to Colonel
Durnford these instructions, and not I. Before
leaving the camp, I sent written instructions to
Colonel Pulleine, 24th Regiment, to the following
effect :— You will be in command of the camp
during the absence of Colonel Glyn; draw in
(I speak- from memory) your camp, or your line
of defence I am mnot certain which—* while
the force is out: also draw in the line of your
infantry outposts accordingly, ‘but “keep - your
cavalry vedettes still far advanced.” I told him
to have a wagon ready loaded with ammunition
ready to follow the force going out at a moment’s
notice, if required. 1 went to Colonel Pulleine's
tent just before leaving camp to ascertain that
he had got these instructions, and I again re-
peatdd them verbally to him. To the best of my
memory, I mentioned in the written instruetions
to Colonel Pulieine that Colonel Durnford had
been written to to bring up his force to strengthen
the camp. I saw the column out of eamp and
accompanied if.

2nd Evidence—Colonel Glyn, C.B., states:
From the time the column under my command
crossed the border I was in the habit of receiving
instructions from the Lieutenant-General Com-
manding as to the movements of the column,
and I accompanied him on most of the patrols
and reconnaissances carried out by him. I cor-
roborate Major Clery’s statement.,

3rd Bvidence.—~Captain Alan Gardner, 14th
Hussars, states: I accompanied the main body
of the 8rd Column as Acting Statf Officer to
Officer commanding 8rd Column when it left the
camp at Isandlana on the 22nd January, 1879.
I was sent back with an order from the General
between ten and eleven a.m. that day into camp,
which order was addressed to Colonel Pulleine,
and was that the camp of ihe force out was to
be struck and sent on iminediately, also rations
and forage for about seven days. On arriving in
camp I met Captain George Shepstone, who was
also seeking Colonel Pulleine, having » message
from Colonel Durnford, that his men were falling
back, and asking for reinforcements. We both
went to' Colonel Pulleine, to whom I delivered
the order. Colonel Pulleine at first hesitated
about carrying out the order, and eventually
decided that the enemy being already on the hill
on our left in large numbers, it was impossible
to do so.

The men of the 24th Regiment were all fallen
in, and the Artillery also, and Colonel Pulleine
sent two companies to support Colonel Durnford,

to the hill on the left, and formed up the remain- |-

ing companies in line, the guns in action on the
extreme left flank of the camp, facing the hill on,
our eft. I remained with Colonel Pulleine by
bis order, Shortly after, I took the mounted

men, by Colonel Pulleine’s- direction, about a
quarter of a mile to the front of the camp, and
left them there under the direction of Caplain
Bradstreet, with orders to hold the spruit. 1
went back to Colonel Pulleine, but soon after,
observing the mounted men retiring, I went back
to them, and, in reply to my question as to why
they were retiring, was told they were ordered by
Colonel Durnford to retire, as the position taken
up was too extended This same remark was
made to me by Colonel Durnford himself imme.
diately afterwards. :

By this time the Zulus had surrounded the
camp, the whole force engaged in hand to hand
combat, the guns mobbed by Zulus, and there
became a general massacve. From the time of
the first infantry force leaving the camp to the
end of the fight aboiat one hour elupsed. I
estimated the number of the enemy at about
12,000 men. I may mention that a few minutes
after my arrival in eamp, I sent a message
directed to the Staff Officer 3rd Column, saying
that our left was attacked by about 10,000 of the
enemy; a message was also sent by Colonel
Pulleine. ' ’

The Native Infantry Contingent fled as soon as
the fighting began, and caused great confasion in
our ranks. I sent messagss to Rorke'’s Drift and
‘Helpmakaar Camp that the Zulus had sacked
the camp and telling them to fortify themselves.

4th Fvidence.~Captain Essex, 75th Regiment,
states: I hand in a written statement of what
occurred, I have nothing to add to that state-
ment. This statement is marked A. .

5th FEvidence—ILieutenant Cochrane, 82nd
Regiment, states: I am employed as transport
officer with No 2 Column, then under Colonel
Durnford, R.BE., on the 220d January, 1879, the
column marched on that morning from Rorke’s
Drift to Isandlana in consequence of an order
received from the Licntenant-General. I do not
know the particulars of the order received. I
entered the Isandlana eamp with Colonel Durn.
ford about 10 a.M., and remained with him as
Acting Staff Officer. On arrival he took over
command from Colonel Pulleine, 24th Regi-
ment. Colonel Pulleine gave over to Colonel
Durnford & verbal state of the troops in camp at
the time, and stated the orders he had received,
viz., to defend the camp, these words were repeated
twa or three times in the conversation. Several
messages were delivered, the last one to the effect
that the Zulus were retiring in all directions—the
bearer of this was not dressed in any uniform.
On this message Colonel Durnford sent two
troops Mounted Natives to the top of the hills
to the left, and took with him two troops of
Rocket Battery, with escort of one company
Native Contingent, on to the front of the camp
about four or tive miles off. Before leaving, he
asked Colonel Pulleine to give him two com-
panies 24th Regiment. = Colonel Pulleine said
that with the orders he had received he could not
do it, but agreed with Colonel Durnford to send
him help if he got into difficulties. Colonel
Durnford, with two troops, went on ahead and
met the enemy some four or five miles off in great
force, and, as they showed also on our left, we re-
tired in good order to the Drift, about a quarter
of a mile in front of the ecamp, where the mounted
men reinforced us, about two miles from the
camp. On our retréat we came upon the remains
of the Rocket Battery which had been destroyed.

6tk .Ewidence~Lieutenant Smith - Dorrien,
95th Regiment, states : I am Transport Officer
with No. 8 Column. On the morping of the
220d I was sent with a Despatch from the
General to Colonel Durnford, at Rorke’s Drift,
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