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War Qffice, Marck 15, 1879,

THE following Despatch has been received by
the Secretary of State for War from

Lieutenant-General Lord Chelmsford, K.C.B,

Commanding the Forces in South Africa:—

From the Lieutenant-General Cdmmandiug in
South Africa to the Right Honourable the
Secretary of State for War.

Durban, Natal,
Sin, February 8, 1879,
I HAVE the honour to forward berewith the
proceedings of the Court of Inquiry held to take
evidence regarding the disastrous affair of Isand-
lans. ' .

The Court has very properly abstained from
giving an opinion, and I myself refrain also from
making any observation or from drawing any
conclusions from the evidence therein recorded.

I regret very much that more evidence has not
been taken, and I bave given instructions that
all those who eacaped, and who are able to throw
any light whatever upon the occurrences of the
day, should bs at once called upon for a statement
of what they saw.

* I deem it better, however, not to delay the
transmission of the proceedings, which will no
doubt be awaited WitliJ anxiety.

I have directed my Military Secretary, Lien-
tenant-Colonel Crealock, to append a statement
of the facts which came under bis cognisance on
the day in question, which may possibly serve to
throw some additional light on what, 1 fear, will
still be considered very obscure. .

It will, I fear, be impossible to furnish an
absolutely correct list of all those who perished
on the 22nd January, as every record connected
with the several corps belonging to No. 8 Column

Colonel Glyn is doing his best to furnish what
is required. - :

Since writing the above the printed list of
killed snd wounded has reached me, several
copies of which I beg to enclose.

I have, &c.,
(Sigued) CHELMSFORD,
Lieutenant-General. |

Adjutant-General.

Camp, Helpmakaar, Natal, ®
January 29, 1879,
HEREWITH proceedings of Court of Enquiry
assembled by order of His Excellency the Lieu-
tenant-General Comwanding. The Court has
examined and recorded the statements of the
chief witnesses.
The copy of proceedings forwarded was made
by a confidential clerk of the Royal Engineers.
The Court has retrained from giving an opinion,
a8 instructions on this point were not given to it,
(Sigued)  F.C. HASSARD, C.B,
. Colonel Royal Engineers,
President.

>
. >

Proceedings of a Court of Enquiry, assembled ab
Helpmakaar, Natal, on the 27th January, 1879,
by order of His Excellency the.Lieutenants
General Commanding the troops in South
Africa, dated 24th January, 1879.

President :
Colonel F. C. Hassard, C.B,, Royal Engineers.

Members ;

Lieutenant-Colonel Law, Royal Artillery,
Lisutenant-Colonel Harness, Royal Artillery. -

The Court having assembled pursuant to order,
proceeded to take the following evidence ;—

Lst Witness.—Major Clery states: I am Senior
Staff Officer to the 8rd Column, commanded by
Colonel Glyn, C.B., operating against the Zulus,
The General commanding accompanied this
Column from the time it crossed the border into
Zululand. .

On the 20th January, 1879, at the Camp,
Isandlana, Zulvland, the Lieutenant-General
commanding gave orders to Commandant Lons-
dale and Major Dartnell to go out the following
‘morning in a certain direction from the camp with
their men, i.6., the Native Contingent, and the
Police, and Volunteers, part of the 8rd Column,
On the evening of the forl)lowin day (the 21st) a
message arrived from Major Dartnell that the
enemy was in considerable force in his neighbour.



