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Buckingham Palace, February 8, 1876.

day Her Majesty proceeded in state from
JL Buckingham Palace to the House of Peers,

where she arrived soon after two o'clock ;. and was
received on alighting from Her state carriage,
by the Lord Chancellor, the" Lord Privy Seal,
the Deputy Lord Great Chamberlain (Lord
Aveland), the Earl Marshal, Garter King of
Arms, and Black Rod, and proceeded into the
House in the usual order;— The Crown was
borne by the Duke of Northumberland, the Sword
of State by the Duke of Richmond (Lord Pre-
sident of the Council), and the Cap of Mainten-
ance by the Marquess of Winchester.

Her Majesty being seated on the Throne, and
the Great Officers of State and others standing in
their respective places on the right and left,
Black Rod was sent with a message from Her
Majesty to the House of Commons, commanding
their immediate attendance in the House of Peers.
The Commons being come thither accordingly,
Her Majesty was pleased to deliver to the Lord
Chancellor the following most gracious Speech' to
both Houses of Parliament, which Her Majesty
commanded his Lordship to read, and which he
accordingly did :

My Lords and Gentlemen,
IT is with rauch satisfaction that I again resort

to the advice and assistance of my Parliament.
My relations with all Foreign Powers continue

to be of a cordial character.
The insurrectionary movement, which, during

the last six months, has been maintained in the
Turkish Provinces of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and
which the troops of the Sultan have, up to the
present time, been unable to repress, has excited
the attention and interest of the great European
Powers. I have considered it my duty not to
stand aloof from the efforts now being made by
allied and friendly Governments to bring about a
pacification of the disturbed districts, and I have
accordingly, while respecting the independence of
the Porte, joined in urging on the Sultan the ex-
pediency of adopting such measures of administra-
tive reform as may remove all reasonable cause of
discontent on the part of his Christian subjects.

I have agreed to purchase, subject to your
sanction, the shares which belonged to the Khedive
of Egypt in the Suez Canal, and I rely with con-
fience on your enabling me to complete a trans-
action in which the public interests . are deeply
involved.

The representations which I addressed to the
Chinese Government, as to the attack made in the
course of last year on the expedition sent from
Burraah to the Western Provinces of Chinti, have
been received in a friendly spirit. The circum-
stances of that lamentable outrage are now the
subject of an inquiry, in which 1 have thought it
right to request that a member of my diplomatic
service should take part. I await the result of
this inquiry in the firm conviction that it will be
so conducted as to lead to the discovery and punish-
ment of the offenders.

Papers on all these subjects will be laid before
you..

I am deeply thankful for the uninterrupted
health which my dear son, the Prince of Wales,
has enjoyed during his journey through India.
The hearty affection with which he has been received
by my Indian subjects of all classes and races
assures me that they are happy under my rule,
and loyal to my throne. At the time that the
direct Government of my Indian -Empire was
transferred to the Crown no formal addition was
made to the style and titles of the Sovereign. I have
deemed the present a fitting opportunity for sup-
plying this omission, and a Bill upon the subject
will be presented to you.

The humane and enlightened policy con-
sistently pursued by this country in putting an
end to slavery within her own dependencies, and in
suppressing the Slave Trade throughout the world,
makes it important that the action of British
national ships in the territorial waters of Foreign
States should be in harmony with these great prin-
ciples. I have, therefore, given directions for the
issue of a Royal Commission to inquire into all
treaty engagements and other international obliga-
tions bearing upon this subject, and all instructions
from time to time issued to my naval officers, with
a view to ascertai i whether any steps ought to be
taken to secure for my ships and their commanders
abroad greater power for the maintenance of the
right of personal liberty. •

A Bill will be laid before you for punishing
Slave Traders who are subjects of Native Indian
Princes.

The affairs of my Colonial Empire, the general
prosperity, of which has continued to advance,
have. received a large share of my attention.
.Papers of importance and interest will soon be in
your hands, showing? the proceedings with respect
to a Conference of the South African Colonies and
States.

The murder of a high officer of the Straits


