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thorough manner in which he, at all times, con-
ducted them. . '

The important service of blockading the wind-
ward coast, has, for the most part, been carried
out under the direction of Captain Richard
Bradshaw, who, in the " Encounter " was some time
Senior Officer of a Squadron, specially placed
tinder his orders. Lieutenant Edward Fitzgerald
Day of the "Merlin," was for a long time de-
tached on this service, and in common with the
Lieutenants Commanding the other gun vessels
similarly employed, showed great vigilance in pre-
venting the landing of munitions of war within
the limits of the blockade.

Captain Alfred John Chatfield, in Her Majesty's
ship " Amethyst," at all times showed great zeal and
activity in carrying out the service he was detailed
for. For some time he was employed in guarding
our position at Addah-Foah, at the entrance of
the River Volta, and had charge of a station
extending from Accra to Elmina-Chica.

I regret that my multifarious duties gave me
no opportunity to make an inspection of the
"Amethyst," as, from what I have seen of the
ship, I feel convinced my report could not have
been other than satisfactory. I must now bring
to the notice of their Lordships the valuable ser-
vices, of Acting Commander John Hext, who,
when Lieutenant in Command of the "Decoy,"
was constantly employed in active service, which
he always conducted with much intelligence and
zeal; and I readily endorse the high enconiums
which have been passed upon him by the various
senior Officers whom he has served under during
the many months he has been stationed on the
Gold Coast. The appointment this Officer at
present holds was given to him as a mark of my
appreciation of his good services.

I wish to bring to the favourable notice of the
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty the ser-
vices of Mr. Thomas .Cowd, Gunner Second Class,
of this ship ; this Officer landed at the commence-
ment of ,the operations, and had charge of the
carriers who transported the first supplies of stores
and provisions sent to the front.

Fever, brought on by exposure and hard work,
obliged Mr. Cowd to return to the coast soon
after the Naval Brigade was landed; he soon, how-
ever, resumed his ordinary duties on board the
ship, and his conduct at all times deserves my
praise. I cannot pass by the manner in which
Mr. Harry S. F. Niblett, Sub-Lieutenant of this
ship, has throughout performed his onerous duties.
This young officer has had charge of the steam
pinnace during the operations, and I cannot speak
too highly of the way in which he executed his
orders—I would point out that the services he
performed were not merely those ordinarily
assigned to an Officer of his standing—and on
many occasions he has, attracted my attention by
the cheerful, active, creditable way in which ho
carried out whatever was required of him.

Their Lordships would observe that good con-
duct, zeal, and activity has characterised the
services of the whole squadron, and in concluding
my Despatch I have only to add that the aid ren-
dered by those artificers of the squadron who
were landed to construct huts, &c., along the road
to .the Prah, and who are reported to me for their
good services in the enclosed letter from Major
Home, R.E. (under whose directions they worked),
was most valuable.

I have, &c.
(Signed) W. N. W. HEWETT,

Commodore.

The Secretary of the Admiralty.
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Her Majesty's Ship " Tamar"
Cape Coast Castle^

February 19, 1874.

I HAVE the honour to report the return of
the Royal Naval Brigade under my command at
Cape Coast Castle this morning, also that in pur-
suance of orders received on the beach the Officers,
seamen, and marines comprising it have been sent
to their respective ships.

On assuming the command of the Brigade at
Acarafoum, on the 22nd of January, the strength
was as follows :—Officers, 18 ; seamen, 154 ;
marines, 54. The names of the Officers, with the'
respective duties assigned to them are as follows:—-

Commander Percy Luxmore, Her Majesty's ship
" Argus," Second in Command.

Lieutenant Gerard Noel, Her Majesty's ship
" Active," Brigade Major.

Lieutenant Edward S. Evans, Senior Lieutenant,
Her Majesty's ship "Encounter," Commanding
No. 4 Company.

Lieutenant A. B. Pipon, Her Majesty's ship
" Active," Commanding No. 1 Company.'

Lieutenant W. F. S. Mann, Senior Lieutenant
Her Majesty's ship "Amethyst," Adjutant.

Lieutenant Angus McLeod, Her Majesty's ship
" Barracouta," in charge of Transports.

Sub-Lieutenant Victor Bradshaw, Her Majesty's
ship ''Encounter," Sub-Lieutenant of Company.

Sub-Lieutenant Charles Windham, Her Majesty's
ship "Active," Sub-Lieutenant of Company.

Sub-Lieutenant Gerald Maltby, Her Majesty's
ship "Active," Commanding No. 3 Company.

Sub-Lieutenant Tom Ficklin, Her Majesty's ship
"Active," Sub-Lieu tenant of Company.

Sub-Lieutenant Wyatt Rawson, Her Majesty's
ship " Active," Transports.

Sub-Lieutenant Augustus Coker, Her Majesty's
ship " Druid,?' Commanding No. 2 Company.

Sub-Lieutenant Archibald Kennedy, Her Ma-
jesty's ship "Druid," Sub-Lieutenant of Com-
pany.

Midshipman Charles Gladstone, Her Majesty's
ship " Druid," Aide-de-Camp to Commanding
Officer.

Lieutenant Adolphus Crosbie, Royal Marine
Light Infantry, Her Majesty's ship " Active,"
Commanding Royal Marines.

Lieutenant Richard Deane, Royal Marine Light
Infantry, Commanding No. 2 Company Royal
Marine Light Infantry.

Staff-Surgeon Henry Fegan, M.D., Her Majesty's
ship " Active," Principal Medical Officer.

Surgeon John Fisher, Her Majesty's ship "Decoy."

In addition to these, at Prahsu, Sub-Lieu-
tenant Lloyd Matthews-and Dr. Henry Cox were
left in charge of sick, and at Quisah Sub-Lieu-
tenant Robert L. Muridy and Mr. C. J. May,
Midshipman* joined the Brigade.

The Brigade proceeded by marches ranging
from JO to 13 miles per day en route to
Coomassie. Nothing of note occurred until our
arrival at Medowina, a small village adjacent to
Kiang Boassa. Here we were ordered, in com-
pany with some of the 23rd Regiment, Wood's
and Russell's Regiments, and Halt's Artillery, to
attack the village of Boubarasu, where it was
known a large body of the enemy was assembled.
This was most successfully accomplished, with the
loss on our part of 3 men wounded. No. 1 Com-
pany, commanded by Lieutenant R. B. Pipon,
especially being noticed by Colonel M'Leod,
C.B., for their steadiness when the rear guard
was attacked in returning from the village.


