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29th ult, and in the defence of the 'convoy between
Insarfu and Egginassie, on the .31st ult.

I have, &c.,
(Signed) G. J. WOLSELEY, .

.MajorrGeneral.
The Right Honourable .

The. Secretary of State for
. War Office, London..

NOMINAL RETURN of Officers, Non-Com-
missioned Officers, and Men Killed and
•Wounded at Borborassie on 29th January,
1874.

Officer Killed.
Russell's Regiment.

C.apiain James Nicol (late 13th Regiment), Cap-
tain and Adjutant Hampshire Militia, gunshot
wound of neck and chest.

Man Killed.
Russell's Regiment.

Private Copper Nail, gunshot wound of neck and
chest.

Eon- Commissioned Officers and Men Wounded.
RusselPs Regiment.

Private Quashie Ahidi, gunshot wound of left
side j very severe.

Private Amoano, gunshot wound of left arm;
very severe.

Private Wrappa, gunshot wound of back; dan-
* gertfus.

NOM1N.AL RE TURN of Man Wounded when
escorting Stores between Insarfu and Eggin-
assie t on Slst January, IS74.

Man Wounded.
2nd West India Regiment.

30 Private Charles Dunn, gunshot wound .of
right fore-arm; severe.

W. A. MACKINNON, Surgeon-Major,
Principal Medical Officer.

• Agemmum,
S)iB,r February 7, 1874.

OK the 5th instant I had the honour to address
you from Coomassie, and to inform you that if
the King refused to come in, I should destroy his
capital. I now regret to have to report that all
my efforts to induce him to come himself, or
send a prince of the royal blood to treat with me,
failed; and that the King only continued that
policy of falsehood and deception which have
marked all bis dealings with me. Messengers
who arrived throughout the 5th were abusing the
liberty which I allowed them, by carrying off
arms and ammunition from the town ; and on the
evening of that day I decided .upon withdrawing
my troops, and destroying Coomassie. •

My decision to withdraw immediately was
strengthened by the fact that tornados^ appeared
to have set in, and that the passage of the. rivers
In my rear might be rendered more difficult by
delay.
, I had in the morning sent off all the wounded
who were unable to march under escort of Wood's
and Russell's Regiment, and a Company of the
Rifle Brigade, and I now issued orders for an
advance, on the morning of the 6th, of all the
remaining troops beyond Coomassie, the disposi-
tions being such, that on the facing about of the
column, all would be in order for the homeward

•imarch." Prize agents were appointed, 'and the
ismost valuable articles left in the Palace packed up,.
*the King having,"eviddntly, removed or concealed
Hhis treasure. A party of the Royal Engineers
> was engaged during the night mining the Palace.
; Early .on the 6th our homeward movements
i commenced, headed by the Naval Brigade, and
•covered by a rear guard of the 42nd'Highlanders,
'which did not retire till the town had been set on
>fire in every quarter, and the mines in the palace.
!fired. A tornado had raged during the previous
>day and night, but the destruction of the town by
fire was complete.

In the despatch which I addressed to you on
the 13th October last, asking for English troops
to be sent out to enable me to accomplish my.
mission, I stated that that mission—to ensure a'
lasting peace with the Ashanti kingdom—could
only be fulfilled' in one Way, by defeating the
Ashanti army, by. pursuing it, if necessary, to
the capital of the Ashanti kingdom, and by so
showing.to the King and all those Chiefs who
urged him on to war, that the arm of Her Majesty
is powerful to punish her enemies even in the
very heart of their own country.

That mission I conceive I have now fulfilled
by the aid of the troops which Her Majesty's
Government confided to me for its accomplish-
ment. Yet I can truly state that no means were
left untried by me to bring about a peaceable
solution of the campaign. Up to the last hour I
left the King's palace untouched, in hopes that he
would return. The troops refrained with the
most admirable self-control' from spoliation or
plunder; and they left the capital of this king-
dom, so famed for its gold, without carrying away
as plunder one article of value.

All the troops have now reached or passed
this point. The return, march was not made
without difficulty. The streams and rivers, had
become so swollen from the effect of the. tor-
nados of the last few days, that the shallow
swamps had become waist deep, and the water
in the River Ordah had yesterday submerged
the bridge constructed on the night of the 3rd
instant, and was still .rising when the troops
passed the river. But the convoys were all .taken
over in safety, and the men-of the Rifle Brigade
and 42nd Regiment, before whose arrival the
bridge had commenced, to give way, undressed,
passed their clothes over the heads of natives, and
themselves forded the stream, in one part fully
five feet deep. '

I shall continue iny "homeward march to-mor-
row by as rapid stages as the nature of the country
will allow and with every military precaution.

. I have, &c.,
(Signed) " G. J. WOLSELEY,

Major-General-
The Right Honourable

The Secretary of State for'
War Office.

SIE, ' Agemmum, February 7, *1874.
IN my despatch of this, .day's date, -I have

given you the latest information as to the
movements of the column, under my immediate
command.

As regards the three other columns last men-
tioned in my despatch of the 30th ultimo, I
have the honour to inform you that I have no
news of Captain Glover since that date. AH
Captain Butler's force of Akims deserted him
without warning or reason, and he -has returned
south of the River Prah j while Captain Moore


