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mention, that the investigation appears to have been initiated by his Lordship, upon
information not furnished from this Legation; and that his communication to me was
perfectly spontaneous." (Appendix to the Case of the United States, vol. ii, page 203;
and see British Appendix, vol. ii, page 474, &c.)

The circumstances relative to the Georgiana, after her arrival at Nassau, were first
brought to the notice of Her Majesty's Government by information (derived from a New
York newspaper) which they received from Mr. Archibald, the British Consul at New
York, in April 1863. This information was followed up by careful and spontaneous
inquiries as to this ship and as to another vessel, called the South Carolina, said to be
arming in the Clyde, neither of which proved to be intended for war. (British Appendix,
vol. ii, page 158.)

In the case of the Amphion, respecting which a representation was first made by
< Mr. Adams on the 18th of March-1864, inquiries had been set on foot by Her Majesty's

Government as early as the preceding 13th of January. In the case of the Hawk, the
first representation made by Mr. Adams was dated 18th of April 1864; but inquiries had
been previously made by the British Government, upon information received by them on
the 2nd of April from the Commissioners of Customs. In the case of the Ajax, as to which
no representation was made before she sailed by the American Minister or Consul, careful
inquiry had been made by the Customs Department in Ireland, in January 1865; their
attention having been called to the ship by the Coast Guard officers. The action of the
British Government to prevent the Anglo-Chinese flotilla, early in 1864 (as to which no
obligation, municipal or international, was incumbent upon them), from falling into the
hands of the Confederates, was wholly spontaneous and unsolicited.

30. The British Furthermore :—In every case, in which information, however unsupported by
Government fol- evidence, as to any suspected vessel, was communicated to Her Majesty's Government by
lowed up all infer- ]y[re Adams, or otherwise, a strict watch was directed to be kept on the vessel, and special
the ^oper^hiquN inquiries were ordered to be made by the proper persons. The results of these inquiries

were reported, in every case, to Mr. Adams by Earl Russell. In a great majority of
.instances, even when Mr. Dudley or Mr. Morse (the United States' Consuls), had stated
and reiterated their suspicions and belief, with the utmost confidence, and had supported
it by hearsay statements, or hearsay depositions, in which mention was often made of the
connection of Captain Bullock, and of the firms of Fraser, Trenholm, and Co., Fawcett,
Preston, and Co., and W. C. Miller and Sons, or one or more of them, or other known or
suspected Confederate agents, with the vessels in question,—the belief of the local
authorities, that the law had not been, and was not about to be, infringed, proved to be
•well founded. In the cases of the Florida and the Alabama, inquiries were made by the
Custom-house officers, .among other persons, of the builders of these ships, and other
information was obtained by those officers, which was duly reported to Her Majesty's
Government. Earl Russell made inquiries concerning the Florida of the Italian Govern-
ment ; and the zeal and activity of the proceedings of Commanders McKillop and Hickley,
at Nassau, with respect to that ship, will not be called in question. It was by means of a
very difficult investigation, conducted by Her Majesty's Government, through their own
Agents in France, Egypt, and elsewhere, that the evidence applicable to the rams at
Birkenhead was brought up to the point, necessary to establish a " reasonable ground for
belief" that those rams were really intended for the Confederate service.

Nor is there any trace of proof, in any part of the voluminous Appendices to the Cases
and Counter-Cases on either side, that the various officers of the Customs and other civil
or naval authorities to whom the duty of taking proper measures for the discovery and
prevention of offences against the Enlistment Act was intrusted, neglected any proper
means, which they could and ought to have used, to obtain information or evidence. It
was not, indeed, their practice to search out and interrogate all persons who might be
criminally implicated by any accusation ; because such persons are not obliged, by British
law, or according to the general principles of justice, to answer any questions tending to
criminate themselves; and also because the general experience of those accustomed to the
administration of the law is, that statements voluntarily made by such persons, if really
guilty, are not likely to be of assistance in the discovery of truth. Nor was any general
system of espionage established ; though, on what were considered proper occasions (see
British Appendix, vol. ii, page 169), the agency of dectective officers was employed by the
municipal authorities for these purposes. Such a general system would be contrary to the
genius and spirit of British institutions: it cannot be pretended that, to establish such a
system, was part of the "diligence due" by any free country to any foreign nation. But,
speaking generally, everything was done which, in the usual and proper course of the civil
and political administration of affairs by the Executive Government of Great Britain,
Slight to have been dons; and, if these means were not sufficient, in all oases, to discover


