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TUESDAY, AUGUST 2, 1864.

The Speech of the Lords Commissioners to both
Houses of Parliament, on Friday, July 29,
1864.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

%/ E are commanded by Her Majesty to release

you from further attendance in Parliament,
and at the same time to convey to you Her
Majesty’s acknowledgments for the zeal and assi-
duity with which you have applied yourselves to
the discharge of your duties during the session of
Parliament now brouglit to a close,

+ Her Majesty commands us to inform you that
she greatly regreta that the endeavours which she
made, in concert with the Emperor of the French,
the Emperor of Russia, and the King of Sweden,
to bring about a reconciliation between the
German Powers and the King of Denmark, were
not successful, and that the hostilities which had
been suspended (during the negotiations) were
again resumed, Her Majesty trusts, however,
that the negotiations which have been opened
between the belligerents may restore peace to the

. North of Europe.

Her Majesty, having addressed herself to the
Powers who were contracting parties to the Treaty
by which the Jonian Republic was placed under
the Protectorate of Great Britain, and baving
obtained their consent to the annexation of that
Republic to the Kingdom of Greece, and the
States of the Ionian Republic baving agreed
thereto, the Republic of the Seven Islands has
been formally united to the Kingdom of Greece,

and Her Majesty trusts that the union so made.
.will conduce to the welfare and prosperity of all

the subjects of His Majesty the King of the
Hellenes. ] )

Her Majesty’s relations with the Emperor of
China continue to be friendly, and the commerce
of Her subjects with the Chinese Empire is
increasing.

Her Majesty has been engaged, in concert with
the Emperor of Austria, the Emperor of the
French, the King of Prussia, and the Emperor of
Russie, in’ an endeavour to bring to effect an
amicable arrangement of differences whick had
arisen between the Hospodar of Mcldo-Wallachia
and his Suzerain the Sultan, Her Majesty has
the satisfaction to inform you that this'endeavour
has been successful.

Her Majesty deeply laments that the civil war
in North America has not been brought to a close.

Her Majesty will continue to observe a strict
neutrality between the belligerents, and would
rejoice at a friendly reconciliation between the
contending parties.

Gentlerhen of the House of Commons,

Her Majesty commands us to convey to you
Her warm acknowledgments for the liberal supplies
which you liave granted for the service of the
present year, and towards the permanent defence
of Her Mujesty’s dockyards and arsenals,

My Lords and Gentlemen,

Her Majesty has observed with satisfaction that
the distress which the civil war in North America
has created in some of the manufacturing districts
has to a great extent abated, and Her Majesty
trusts that increased supplies of the raw material
of industry may be expected from countries by
which it has hitherto been scantily furnished.

The revolt of certain tribes in New Zealand has
not yet been quelled, but it is satisfactory to Her
Majesty to know that a large portion of the native
population of those islands have taken no part in
this revolt.

It has been a source of much gratification to
Her Majesty to observe the rapid development of
the revenues of Her East Indian Possessions, and
the general contentment of the people inhabiting
those extensive regions.

Her Majesty has given Her cordial assent to
many measures of public usefulness, the result of
your labours during the session now brought to a °
close.

The Act for extending to women and children
employed in various trades the regulations appli-
cable to factories in general, will tend materially
to preserve the health and improve the eduncation
of those on whose behalf it was framed.

The Act for authorising the grant of Govern-
ment annuities will encourage habits of prudence
among the working classes, and will afford them
the means of securely investing the results of their
industry.

The Act for authorising a further advance for
public works in some gf the manufacturing districts
will contribute to alleviate the distress in these
districts, and will atford the means of completing
many works of much importance for the health of
the population.



