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CONVENTION between Her Majesty and the King of the Belgians, relative to Joint Stock Companies.

Signed at London, November 13, 1862.

[Ratifications exchanged at London, December 8, 1862.]

HER Majesty the Queen of the United King-
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, and His

Majesty the King of the Belgians, having judged it
expedient to come to an understanding in order to
define, within their respective dominions and pos-
sessions, the position of commercial, industrial,
and financial Companies and Associations consti-
tuted and authorized in conformity with the. laws
in force ia either of the two countries, have re-
solved to conclude a Convention for that purpose,
and have named as their Plenipotentiaries, that is
to say: —

Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland, the Right Honour-
able John Earl Russell, Viscount Amberley of
Amberley and Ardsalla, a Peer of the United
Kingdom, Knight of the Most Noble Order of the
Garter, a Member of Her Britannic Majesty's
Most Honourable Privy Council, Her Britannic
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs; and the Right Honourable Thomas
Milner Gibson, a Member of Her Britannic Ma-
jesty's Most Honourable Privy Council, a Member
of Parliament, and President of the Committee of
Privy Councillor Affairs of Trade and Foreign
Plantations ; .

And His Majesty the King of the Belgians, the
Sieur Sylvain Van de Weyer, His Envoy Extra-
ordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to Her
Britannic Majesty, Grand Cross of the Order of
Leopold, decorated with the Iron Cross, Grand
Cross of the Order of Charles III of Spain, of the
Order of the Ernestine Branch of Saxony, of the
Tower and Sword, of St. Maurice and St. Lazarus,
Commander of the Legion of Honour, &c.;

Who, after having communicated to each other
their respective full powers, found in good and
due form, have agreed upon the following
Articles:—

ARTICLE I.
The High Contracting Parties declare that

they mutually grant, to all Companies and other
Associations, commercial, industrial, or financial,
constituted and authorized in conformity with the
laws in force in either of the two countries, the
power of exercising all their rights, and of
appearing before the Tribunals, whether for the
purpose of bringing an action, or for defending the
same, throughout.the dominions and possessions
of the other Power, subject to the sole condition
of conforming to the laws of such dominions and
possessions.

ARTICLE H.
It is agreed that the stipulations of the pre-

ceding Article shall apply as well to Companies,
and Associations constituted and authorized pre-
viously to the signature of the present Conven-
tion, as to those which may subsequently be so
constituted and authorized.

ARTICLE" m.
The present Convention is concluded without

limit as to duration. Either of the High Powers
shall, however, be at liberty to terminate it by
giving to the other a year's previous notice. The
two High Powers, moreover, reserve to them-
selves the power to introduce into the Conven-
tion, by common consent, any modifications which
experience may show to be desirable.

SA Majest^ la Reine du Royaume Uni de la
Grande Bretagne et d'Irlande, et Sa Majeste*

le Roi des Beiges,- ayant juge" utile de s'entendre,
pour regulariser dans leurs Etats et Possessions
respectifs la situation des Compagnies et Asso-
ciations commerciales, industrielles, et financieres,
constitutes et autorisees suivant les lois particu-
lieres a chacun des deux pays, ont resolu de con-
clure une Convention dans cebut, etontmuniacet
effet de leurs pleins pouvoirs, savoir : —

Sa Majeste* la Reine du Royaume Uni de la
Grande Bretagne et d'Irlande, le Tres Honorable
Jean Cointe Russell, Vicomte Amberley de Am-
berley et Ardsalla, Pair du Royaume Uni,
Chevalier du Tres Noble Ordre de la Jarretiere,
Membre du Tres Honorable Conseil Prive* de Sa
Majeste Britannique, Principal Secretaire d'Etat
de Sa Majeste Britannique pour les Affaires
Etrangeres; et le Trfcs Honorable Thomas Milner
Gibson, Membre du Tres Honorable Conseil
Prive de Sa Majeste Britannique, Membre du
Parlement, et President du Comite du Conseil
Prive* pour les Affaires de Commerce et des
Colonies;

Et Sa Majepte le Roi des Beiges, le Sieur
Sylvain Van de Weyer, Son Envoye" Extraordi-
naire et Ministre Pl&ripotentiaire pres Sa Majeste
Britannique, Grand-Croix de 1'Ordre de Leopold,
de"core de la Croix de Fer, Grand-Croix de 1'Ordre
de Charles III d'Espagne, de POrdre de la Branche
Ernestine de Saxe, de la Tour et de 1'Epee, de
St. Maurice et St. Lazare, Commandeur de la
Legion d'Honneur, SBC. ;

Lesquels, apres s'etre reciproqiiement commu-
nique leurs pleins pouvoirs respectifs, trouve*s en
bonne et due forme, sont convenus des Articles,
suivants :—

ARTICLE I.
Les Hautes Parties Contractantes declarent

reconnaitre mutuellement a toutes les Compagnies
et autres Associations commerciales, industrielles,
ou financieres, constitutes et autoris6es suivant les
lois particulieres a 1'un des deux pays, la faculte
d'exercer tous leurs droits, et d'ester en justice
devant les Tribunaux, soit pour intenter une
action, soit pour y defendre, dans toute 1'etendue
des Etats et Possessions de 1'autre Puissance, sans1

autre condition que de se con former aux lois des
dits Etats et Possessions.

ARTICLE II.
II est entendu que la disposition qui precede

s'applique aussi bien aux Compagnies et Associa-
tions constitutes et autorise'es anterieurement £ la
signature de la presente Convention, qu'a celles
qui le seraient ulterieurement,

ARTICLE III.
La presente Convention est faite sans limitation

de duree. Toutefois, il sera loisible a 1'une des
deux Hautes Puissances Contractantes de la fuire
cesser en la denongant un an a 1-avance. Les deux
Hautes Puissances Contractantes se reservent •
d'ailleurs la faculte* d'introduire, d'un commun ac-
cord, dans cette Convention les modifications dont
Putilite serait demontree par 1'experience.


