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FRIDAY, AUGUST 9, 1861.

The Speech of the Lords Commissioners to both
Houses of Parliament, on Tuesday, August 6,
1861.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

WE are commanded by Her Majesty to release
you from further attendance in Parlia-

ment, and at the same time to convey to you Her
Majesty's acknowledgments for the zeal and
assiduity with which you have applied yourselves
to the performance of your duties during the
session of Parliament now brought to a close.

Her Majesty commands us to inform you, that
Her relations with Foreign Powers are friendly
and satisfactory, and Her Majesty trusts that there
is no danger of any disturbance of the Peace of
Europe.

The progress of events in Italy has led to the
union of the greater part of that peninsula in one
Monarchy under King Victor Emmanuel. Her
Majesty has, throughout, abstained from any active
interference in the transactions which have led to
this result, and Her earnest wish as to these affairs
is, that they may be settled in the manner best
suited to the welfare and happiness of the Italian
people.

The Dissensions which arose some months ago
in the United States of North America have,
unfortunately, assumed the character of open war.
Her Majesty, deeply lamenting this calamitous
result, has determined, in common with the other
Powers of Europe, to preserve a strict neutrality
between the contending parties.

Her Majesty commands us to inform you, that
the measures adopted for the restoration of order
and tranquillity in Syria, in virtue of conventions
between Her Majesty, the Emperor of Austria,
the Emperor of the French, the King of Prussia,
the Emperor of Russia, nnd The Sultan, having
accomplished their purpose, the European troops
which, in pursuance of those conventions, were
for a time stationed in Syria, to co-operate with
the troops and authorities of The Sultan, have
been withdrawn ; .and Her Majesty trusts that the
arrangements which have been maile for the admi-
nistration of the districts which bad-been disturbed
will henceforth secure their internal tranquillity.

Her Majesty has seen with satisfaction the rapid
improvement in the internal condition of Her
East Indian territories, and the progress which
has been made towards equalizing the revenue
and expenditure of that part of Her Empire.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons,
Her Majesty commands us to convey to you

Her worm acknowledgments for the liberal sup-
plies which you have granted for the service of
the present year ; and Her Majesty has seen with
satisfaction that, after amply providing for the
wants of the public service, you have been able to
make a sensible diminution in the taxes levied
upon Pier people.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

Her Majesty commands us to express to you
the deep gratification with which She has witnessed
the spirit of devoted patriotism which continues to
animate Her Volunteer Forces, and the admira-
tion with which She has observed their rapid pro-
gress in discipline and military efficiency.

Her Majesty has given Her cordial assent to the
Act for completing the number of the Members of
the House of Commons, by allotting the forfeited
seats of Sudbury and Saint Alban's.

Her Majesty trusts that the Act for improving
the Laws relating to Bankruptcy and Insolvency
will be productive of important advantage to the
trade and commerce of Her subjects.

Her Majesty has given Her ready assent to
Acts for consolidating and assimilating the Crimi-
nal Law of England and Ireland, and for pro-
moting the revision of the Statute Law.

Her Majesty has given Her assent to important
Acts which She trusts will have the effect of open-
ing more largely employment in the public service
to the European and Native Inhabitants of India,
of improving the means of legislation, of further-
ing the ends of justice, and of promoting the con-
tentment and well-being of all classes of Her
Majesty's Indian subjects.

Her Majesty has assented with pleasure to the
Act for the improvement of harbours on the coast
of the United Kingdom, and for relieving merchant
shipping from passing tolls, and also to the Act for
improving the administration of the law relating to
the relief and the removal of the poor.

Her Majesty trusts that the Act for rendering
more easy arrangements connected with the drain-
age of land will assist agricultural improvements
in many parts of the United Kingdom.

Her Majesty has gladly given Her assent to
many other measues of public usefulness, the re-
sults of your labours during the session now brought
to its close.


