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His M A J E S T I E S 

Gracious Declaration 
To ail His Loving Subjects for 

L I B E R T Y of C O N S C I E N C E . 

J A M 6 S R, 
"T having pleased 4lmightyGodnotonly to bringVs 

to the Imperial Crownof these "Kingdoms through 
the greatest difficulties, bus to prefeive Vs by a 
more than ordinary Providence upon the Throne 
of Our toyal Ancestors, there is nothing now 

that West earnestly desire, otto Establish Our Govern-
onent on such a Foundation, as may make OUr Sub
jetls happy, and unite them to Vs by Inclination as 
teen ds Duty; Which We think can be done by no 

^theansJo effectually, as by granting to them the free Ex' 
trcije of -their Religiensir the time to come, and add 
that to thc perfect Enjoyment of tlieir Property, which 
hds-ncvTrbeen in any cast invaded by Vs since Our co-
ttnirgto the Crown: Whicb being the two thirgs Men 
value most, Jh.iU ever be preset ved in tliese Kingdoms, 
during Our Reign ever them, as the truest Methods of 
their teace and Our Glory, tyexannot but heartily 
wish, as it will easily be believed, fhat all the teop/e of 
Our Dominions were Members of theif atholick Church, 
yet We humbly (hank Almighty God], it is, add hath of 
long timejieeri- Our constant Sense and Opinion [which 

We do likewise Declare that it IS Our RoyalJViS and 
PledfurefTbftffrom henceforth the Exetutton ofall and 
all manner of tends Laws in Matters Ecclesiastical, for 
not coming to Church, or net Receiving the Sicra-
ment, or for any other Non-conformity to tbe RsHgion 
Established, or for, or by Reason ofthe Exercise of Re
ligion in any manner whatsoever, be immediately Sus
pended ; • And the further Execution of the said tenol 
Laws and every of them is hereby Suspended. 

Andto tlx end that by the Liberty hereby Granted,-the 
Peace and Security of Our Government in thc Practice 
thereof, may net be indap.gcred. We have thought fit, and 
do hereby straitly Charge and Command all Our Loving 
Subjetls, That at We do freely give them Leave to 
Meet and Serve God after their own Way and Man
ner, be it in trivate Houses or PUces piirfostly Hired 
or Built for that use j so that they take especial care, 
that nothing be treached cr Taught amongst them, 
which may any ways tend to Alienate tlx Hearts of 

I Our teop/e from Vs or Our Gcvemmcvt; Andthat 
their Meetings and Assemblies be peaceably, openly, and 
publickly held, and aU terfons freely admitted to them; 
And that they do fignifie and make known to. some one 
or more" ofthe next Justices of the teace, what Place 
or Places they fit apart for those uses. 

Andthat all Our Subjetls may enjoy sitch their Re-> 
ligioUs Assemblies with greater Assurance and Prc-tectiu 
on, We have thought it requisite, and di hereby Com
mand, That no Disturbance cf any kfad be made or 
given unto them,under Pain qf Our Displeasure, andto 
Ixfurtlxrproceededagainst withthe uttermost severity. 

And for as much as We are desirous to have tlx Be
nefit of tlx Service qf all Our Loving Subs efts, which 

tn:e ongiitnet to be constrained, nor People forced in 
matters of meer Religion : ft has ever been directly 
contrary to OurInc. motion, as We thinkit is to the In
terest of Government, which it defrays by spoiling 
Trade, depopulating Countries, and discouraging Stran
gers; andfinalfy, that it never obtained tbe End for 
yphicb it wai-tymploycd.- And in this Weare the more 
Confirnjed Vy the- Reflections We have made upm th,e 
Conduct qf tlx four'last Reigns. For after a/itlxfie-
tjucnt and pressing Endeavours that were used in each 

. -of them, to red ice this Kfingdvm to an exact Confor
mity in Religion, it is v'Jiblc the Success has net an
swered the Design, andthat the Difficulty is invincib c; 
We therefore out qf Our Princely Core and Affection 
uvto all O: r Lovirg Subjects, tbat they may live at 

"S, ist and Quiet, Windsor the increase of Trade and 
iKCsTirUgejrient of Strangers, have thought fit by virtue 
ef Our j\pv,t! Pier gative, to issue forth this Onr De--
cK-iratin. oftiiM)lgencii;mal'ii!gno doubrof tlx Concur
rence ofOurTwtlloufs ofParli-tmcnt, wlsenWeJhall 
titir.kit convenient.for them to Meet. 

In tlx first Place We do Declare, tbat We trill tro-
t.cl mid M.tntain Oir Arch-Bijhps, Bishops,'and'.', 
C'ergy, and all othr O'.r Subjects of tlx Church d 
England, in th- free Exercise cf tlx.r Rcigion?of 
h Law Estab'ifhed, and in th; tjmet wd still Eiijoy-
rtieat of a/lf/xir Possessions, tritht it- any Mileflation 
or Disturbance whatsoever. 

upon diverse Occasions We hove declared ) that Confii- by the Law qf "Nature is inseparably annexed to, and 
inherent in Our Royal terson: And that none rf Our 
Subjects may for the future be under any Discourage
ment or Disability (who are otherwise well inclined 
and fit to serve Vs) by Reason of some Oaths or Tests, 
thot have been usually Administred on juch occasions: 
We do hereby fitrther Declare, Thot it is Our Royal 
Will and Pleasure, That the Oaths commonly ca/led, 
The Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance, and also the 

several Tests and Declarations mentioned in tbe Acts 
of Parliament made in tlx 25 th and 30th years ef 
tlx Reign of Our late Royal Brother t\ing Charles the 
Second, shall not at any time hereafter be Required to 
be Taken, Declared or Subscribed bv any Perjon cr Per-
sons whatsoever, who is or shall be Imp/oyedin any Of
fice or Place of Trust either Civil or Military, under 
VS or in Our Government. And We do fin ther De
clare it to be Our Pleasure and Intention frem time to 
time hereafter, to Grant Our Royal Dispensations un
der Ow Great Seal to alt Our Loving Si bjects fbtobe 
imployed, who shall not take the said Oaths, «- Sub
scribe or Declare tlxsiiid Tests qr Declarations in tlx 
'dovementianed Acts and cv;ry of tbem. 

And to thc end tha't all Our Ltvirg Subjects may re* 
ccive and enjoy the fit/I Benefits ond Adv.irtage qfOi.r 
Gracious Indulgence hereby intended, and may be Av-
auiited and Difihargcd frem all Pains, Petia ti<-s, For
feitures, ana Disabilities by tl.em or any cf them in
curred er forfeited, or which they stall cr may -at aiiy 

Vine 


