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FRIDAY, AUGUST 19, 1859.

The Speech of the Lords Commissioners to both
Houses of Parliament, on Saturday, August,
13, 1859.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

~E are commanded by Her Majesty to release
you from further attendance in Parliament;

and at the same time to convey to you Her
Majesty's acknowledgments for the zeal and
assiduity with which you have applied yourselves
to the performance of your important duties
during the session of Parliament now about to
close.

Various circumstances which occasioned inter-
ruptions in the usual course of business, prevented
the completion of important measures which Her
Majesty pointed out to th'j attention of Her
Parliament in the beginning of the present year ;
but Her Majesty trusts that those matters will be
taken into your earnest consideration at an early
period of your next session.

The war which had broken out in Northern
Italy having been brought to a close by the peace
of Villafranca, overtures have been made to Her
Majesty with a view to ascertain whether, if Con-
ferences should be held by the Great Powers of
Europe, for the purpose of settling arrangements
connected with the present state and future con-
dition of Italy, a Plenipotentiary would be sent by
Her Majesty to assist at such Conferences ; but
Her Majesty has not yet received the information
necessary to enable Her to decide whether Her
Majesty may think fit to take part in any such
negotiations.

Her Majesty would rejoice to find Herself able
to contribute to the establishment of arrangements
calculated to place the general peace on satisfactory
and lasting foundations.

Her Majesty, in accordance with the stipula-
tions of the Treaty of Tiensing, has instructed
Her Plenipotentiary in China to repair to the Im-
perial Court at Pekin ; and Her Majesty trusts
that such direct communication with the Imperial
Government will have a beneficial effect upon the
relations between the two countries.

Her Majesty commands us to inform you, that
She looks forward with confidence to the continued
maintenance of those friendly relations which so
happily subsist between Her Majesty uud all
foreign powers and states.

Her Majesty is glad to be able to congratulate'

you on the complete restoration of tranquillity in
Her Indian Dominions.

It will be Her earnest endeavour to promote
their internal improvement, and to obliterate the
traces of those conflicts which Her Majesty wit-
nessed with such deep concern.

The financial arrangements of that portion of
Her Majesty's empire will continue to engage Her
Majesty's serious attention.

Her Majesty has had much satisfaction in giving
Her assent to the Bills which you presented to
Her for the formation of a naval and of a military
reserve force. A complete and permanent system
of national defence must at all times be an object
of paramount importance.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons,

Her Majesty commands us to convey to you
Her cordial thanks for the readiness and zeal with
which you have provided the necessary supplies
for the service of the year.

My Lords and Gentlemen,

Her Majesty commands us to express to you
Her heartfelt gratification at witnessing the general
wellbeing and contentment which prevail through*
out Her Dominions : the happiness of Her. Ma-
jesty's people is the object dearest to Her heart.

In returning to your respective counties you
will have duties to perform intimately connected
with the attainment of this great end ; and Her
Majesty fervently prays that the blessing of
Almighty God may attend your exertions in the
performance of those duties, for the common good
of all classes of Her Majesty's subjects.

Then a Commission for proroguing the Parlia-
ment was read ; after which the Lord Chancellor
said,

My Lords and Gentlemen,
By virtue of Her Majesty's Commission, under

the Great fSeal, to us and other Lords directed,
and now read, we do, in Her Majesty's name, and
in obedience to Her commands, prorogue this
Parliament to Thursday the twenty-seventh day
of October next, to be then here holden ; and this
Parliament is accordingly prorogued to Thursday
the twenty-seventh day of ,jOctober next.


