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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1859.

Buckingham-Palace, February 3, 1859. .

fTlHIS day Her Majesty, accompanied by His
JL Royal Highness The Prince Consort, proceeded

in state from Buckingham-Palace to the House
of Peers, where she arrived soon after two o'clock,
and was received, on alighting from her state
coach, by the Lord Chancellor, the Lord Pre-
sident, the Lord Privy Seal, Sir Augustus
Clifford, Bart., C.B., Deputy Great Chamberlain
(in the absence of the Lord Willoughby de
Eresby), and the Treasurer of the Household,
Garter King of Arms, and the Yeoman Usher of
the Black Rod, and proceeded to the State
Robing-room in the customary manner.

Her Majesty was there robed, and the pro-
cession moved into the House in the usual order;
—the sword of state was borne by the Earl
of Derby, the cap of maintenance by the Mar-
quess of Winchester, and the crown by the Duke
of Brandon.

Her Majesty being seated on the Throne, and
His Royal Highness The Prince Consort on a Chair
on the left side of the Cloth of Estate, the Great
Officers of State and others standing on the right
and left, James Pulman, Esq., Yeoman Usher
of the Black Rod, was sent with a message
from Her Majesty to the House of Commons,
commanding their immediate attendance in the
House of Peers. The Commons being come
thither accordingly, Her Majesty was pleased to
deliver the following most gracious Speech to both
Houses of Parliament:

My Lords, and Gentlemen,

In recurring, at the usual season, to the advice
of my Parliament, I am happy to think that, in the
internal state of the country, there is nothing to
excite disquietude, and much to call for satisfaction
and thankfulness. Pauperism and crime have
considerably diminished during the past year, and
a spirit of general contentment prevails.

The blessing of the Almighty on the valour of
my troops in India, and on the skill of their com-
manders, has enabled me to inflict signal chastise-
ment upon those who are still in arms against my
authority, whenever they have ventured to en-
counter my forces ; and-1 trust that, at no distant
period, I may be able to announce to you the
complete pacification of that great empire, and to
devote my attention to the improvement of its
condition, and to the obliteration of all traces of
the present unhappy conflict.

1 On assuming, by your advice, the direct govern*
ment of that portion of my dominions, I deemed
it proper to make known by proclamation the
principles by which it was my intention to be
guided, and the clemency which I was disposed to
show towards those who might have been seduced
into revolt, but who might be willing to return to
their allegiance. I have directed that a copy of
that proclamation should be laid before you.

1 receive from all Foreign Powers assurances
of their friendly feelings. To cultivate and con-
firm those feelings, to maintain inviolate the faith
of public treaties:, and to contribute, as far as my
influence can extend, to the preservation of the
general peace, are the objects of my unceasing
solicitude.

I have concluded, whh the sovereigns who were
parties to the Treaty of Paris of 1856, a conven-
tion relative to the organization of the Princi-
palities of Moldavia and Wallachia. Those
Rouinan provinces are now proceeding to estab-
lish, under its provisions, their new form of
government.

A Treaty of Commerce which I have concluded
with the Emperor of Russia, and which will be
laid before you, is a satisfactory indication of the
complete re-establishment of those amicable rela-
tions which, until their late unfortunate interrup-
tion, had long subsisted between us, to the mutual
advantage of our respective dominions.

The measures which, in concert with my Ally
the Emperor of the French, I thought it necessary
to take upon the coast of China, have resulted in
a treaty, by which further effusion of blood has
been prevented, and which holds out the prospect
of greatly increased intercourse with that exten-
sive and densely peopled empire.

Another treaty into which I have entered with
the Emperor of Japan opens a fresh field for com-
mercial enterprise in a populous and highly civi-
lized country, which has hitherto been jealously
guarded against the intrusion of foreigners. As
soon as the ratifications of these treaties shall
lave been exchanged, they will be laid before
yon.

I have great. satisfaction in announcing to you
that the Emperor of the French has abolished a
system of negro emigration from the East Coast
of Africa, against which, as unavoidably tending,
lowever guarded, to the encouragement of the
slave trade, my Government has never. ceased to
address to His Imperial Majesty its most earnest
>ut friendly representations.

Tin's wise act on the part of His Imperial Ma-


