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of a mine—a species of offensive warfare for the
" exercise of which our position, was, unfortunately,

peculiarly situated; and, had it not been for the most
untiring vigilance on our part, in watching and
blowing up their mines before they were completed,
the assaults would probably have been much more
numerous, and might, perhaps, have ended in the
capture of the place. But, by countermining in all
directions, we succeeded in detecting and destroy-
ing no less than four of the enemy's subterraneous
advances towards important positions, two of which
operations were eminently successful, as on one
occasion not less than eighty of them were blown
into the air; and twenty suffered a similar fate on
the second explosion. The labor, however, which
devolved upon us in making these counter-mines,
in the absence of a body of skilled miners, was
very heavy. The Governor-General in Counril
will feel that it would be impossible to crowd,
within the limits of a dispatch, even the principal
events, much more the individual acts of gallantly
which have marked this protracted struggle. But
I can conscientiously declare my conviction, that
few troops have ever undergone greater hardships,
exposed, as they have been, to a never-ceasing
musketry fire and cannonade. They have also
experienced the alternate vicissitudes of extreme
wet and of intense heat, and that, too, with very
insufficient shelter from either, and in many places
without any shelter at all. In addition to having
had to repel real attacks, they have been exposed
night and day to the hardly less harassing
false alarms which the enemy have been constantly
raising. The insurgents have frequently fired very
heavily, sounded the advance, and shouted for seve-
ral hours together, though not a man could be seen,
with the view, of course, of harassing our small and
exhausted force, in which object they succeeded; for
no part has been strong enough to allow of a por-
tion only of the garrison being prepared, in the
event of a false attack being turned into a real one.
All, therefore, had to stand to their arms, and to
remain, at their posts until the demonstration had
ceased ; and such attacks were of almost nightly
occurrence. The whole of the officers and men
have been on duty, night and day, during the eighty-
seven days which the • siege had lasted up to the
arrival of Sir J. Outram, G.C.B. In addition to
this incessant military duty, the force has been
nightly employed in repairing defences, in moving
guns, in burying dead animals, in conveying am-
munition and commissariat stores from one place
to another, and in other fatigue duties too nume-
rous and too trivial to enumerate here. I feel, how-
ever, that any words of mine will fail to convey
any adequate idea of what our fatigue and labours
have been—labours in which all ranks and all
classes, civilians, officers, and soldiers, have all
borne an equally noble part. All have together
descended into the mine, all have together handled
the shovel for the interment of the putrid bullock,
and all, accoutred with musket and bayonet, have
relieved each other on sentry, without regard to
the distinctions of rank, civil or military. Not-
withstanding all these hardships, the garrison has
made no less than five sorties, in which the}'
spiked two of the enemy's heaviest guns, and
blew up several of the houses from which they
had kept up their most harassing fire. Owing to
the extreme paucity of our numbers, each man
was taught to feel that on his own individual
efforts alone depended in no small measure the
safety of the entire position. This consciousness
incited every officer, soldier, and man, to defend the
post assigned to him with such desperate tenacity,
and to fight for the lives which Providence had
entrusted to his care with such dauntless deter-
mination, that the enemy, despite their constant

attacks, their heavy mines, their overwhelming
numbers, and their incessant fire, could never
succeed in gaining one single inch of ground
within the bounds of this straggling position, which
was so feebly fortified that, had they once obtained
a footing in any of the outposts, the whole place
must inevitably have fallen.

If further proof be wanting of the desperate
nature of the struggle which we have, under God's
blessing, so long and so successfully waged, I
would point to the roofless and ruined houses, to
the crumbled walls, to the exploded mines, to the
open breaches, to the shattered and disabled guns
and defences, and, lastly, to the long and melan-
choly list of the brave and devoted officers and
men who have fallen. These silent witnesses bear
sad and solemn testimony to the way in which this
feeble position has been defended. During the
early part of these vicissitudes, we were left without
any information whatever regarding the posture of
affairs outside. An occasional spy did, indeed, come
in, with the object of inducing our sepoys and
servants to desert; but the intelligence derived
from such sources was, of course, entirely untrust-
worthy. We sent out messengers daily, calling for
aid and asking for information, none of whom ever
returned, until the twenty-sixth day of the siege,
when a pensioner, named Ungud, came back with a
letter from General Havelock's camp, informing us
that they were advancing with a force sufficient to
bear down all opposition, and would be with us in
five or six days. A messenger was immediately dis-
patched, requesting that, on the evening of their
arrival on the outskirts of the city, two rockets
might be sent up, in order that we might take the
necessary measures for assisting them while forcing
their way in. The sixth day, however, expired,
and they came not; but, for many evenings after,
officers and men watched for the ascension of
the expected rockets, with hopes such as make the
heart sick. We knew not then, nor did we learn
until the 29th of August—or thirty-five days later—
that the relieving force, after having fought most
nobly to effect our deliverance, had been obliged to
fall back for reinforcements : and this was the last
communication we received until two days before
the arrival of Sir James Outram on the 25th of
September.

Besides heavy visitations of cholera and small-
pox, we have also had to contend against a sick-
ness which has almost universally pervaded the
garrison. Commencing with a very painful erup-
tion, it has merged into a low fever, combined with
diarrhoea; and although few or no men have
actually died from its effects, it leaves behind a
weakness and lassitude which, in the absence of
all material sustenance, save coarse beef and
still coarser flour, none have been able entirely
to get over. The mortality among the women
and children, and especially among the latter, from
these diseases and from other causes, has been
perhaps the most painful characteristic of the
siege. The want of native servants has also
been a source of much privation. Owing to the
suddenness with which we were besieged, many
of these people, who might, perhaps, have otherwise
proved faithful to their employers, but who were
outside the defences at the time, were altogether
excluded. Very many more deserted ; and several
families were consequently left without the services
of a single domestic. Several ladies have had to
tend their children, and even to wash their own
clothes, as well as to cook their scanty meals, en-
tirely unaided. Combined with the absence of
servants, the want of proper accommodation has
probably been the cause of much of the disease
with which we have been afflicted., I cannot refrain
from bringing to the prominent notice of his Lord-


