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FRIDAY, MAY 8, 1857.

The Speech of the Lords Commissioners to both
Houses of Parliament, on Thursday, May 7,
1857.

My Lords, and Gentlemen,

E are commanded to inform you, that Her
Majesty has availed herself of the earliest

opportunity of having recourse to your advico and
assistance after the Dissolution of the last Parlia-
ment ; and Her Majesty trusts that there will be
found sufficient time during the present session to
enable you satisfactorily to deal with various im-
portant matters, some of which had occupied the
attention of Parliament in the beginning of this
year.

We are commanded by Her Majesty to inform
you, that the general aspect of affairs in Europe
affords a well-grounded confidence in the continu-
ance of Peace

All the main stipulations of the Treaty of Paris
have been carried into execution, and it is to be
hoped that what remains to be done in regard to
tlio.se matters will be speedily accomplished.

The negociaiions upon the subject of the differ-
ences which h:id arisen between the King of Prus-
sia and the Swiss Confederation, in regard to the
affairs of Neuchatel, are drawing to a close, and
will, Her Majesty trusts, be 'terminated by an
arrangement honourable and satisfactory to all
parties.

The negociatiqns in which Her Majesty has
been engaged with the Government of the United
States, and with the Government of Honduras, in
regard to the affairs of Central America, have not
yet been brought to a close.

We are commanded by Her Majesty to inform
you, that a Treaty of Peace between Her Ma-
jesty and the Shah of Persia was signed at Paris
on the fourth of March, by Her Majesty's
Ambassador at Paris, and by the Ambassador of
the Shah ; and Her Majesty will give directions
that this Treaty shall be laid before you as soon
as the-ratifications thereof shall have been duly
exchanged. ,

Her Majesty commands us to express to you
Her regret that, at the date of the latest advices
from China, the differences which had arisen
between the High Commissioner at Canton and
Her Majesty's Civil and Naval Officers in China
still remain unadjusted. But Her Majesty has
sent to China a Plenipotentiary fully instructed to
deal with all matters of difference, and that Pleni-
potentiary will be supported by an adequate naval i

and military force, in the event of such assistance
becoming necessary.

"We are commanded to inform you, that Her
Majesty, in conjunction with several other Euro-
pean Powers, has concluded a Treaty wi th the
King of Denmark for the redemption of the
Sound Dues. This Treaty, together with a sepa-
rate Convention between Her Majesty and the
King of Denmark, completing the arrangement,
will be laid before you, and Her Majesty will
cause the measures necessary for fulfilling the
engagements thereby contracted to be submitted
for your consideration.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons,
Her Majesty has directed the estimates for the

present year to be laid before you.
They have been prepared with a careful atten-

tion to economy, and with a due regard to the
efficiency of the departments of the public service
to which they severally relate.

My Lords and Gentlemen,
Her Majesty commands us to recommend to

your earnest consideration measures which will be
proposed to you for the consolidation and improve-
ment of the law.

Bills will be submitted to you for improving
the laws relating to the testamentary and matri-
monial jurisdiction now exercised by the Eccle-
siastical Courts, and also for checking fraudulent
breaches of trust.

Her Majesty commands us to express to you
Her heartfelt gratification at witnessing the con-
tinued well-being and contentment of Her people,
and the progressive development of productive
industry throughout Her dominions. ,

Her Majesty confidently commits to your
wisdom and care the great intercs's of Her empire,
and fervently prays that the blessing of Almighty
God may be vouchsafed to your deliberations, and
may lead you to conclusions conducive to the
objects of Her Majesty's constant solicitude, the
welfare and happiness of Her loyal and faithful
people.

. Whitehall, May 8, 1857.

HE following Address of congratulation to
the Queen, on the occasion of the Birth of

another Princess, having been transmitted to the
Eight Honourable the Secretary of State for the


