
Convention between Her Majesty and the King of the Belgians, for the Establishment of International
Copyright.

Signed at London, August 12, 1854.
[Ratifications exchanged at London, January 24, 1855.]

HER Majesty the Queen of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland,

and His Majesty the King of the Belgians, being
equally desirous of extending in each country the
enjoyment of copyright to works of literature and
of the fine arts which may be first published in
the other; and Her Britannic Majesty having
consented to extend to books, prints, and musical
works published in Belgium, that reduction of the
duties now levied thereon on importation into the
United Kingdom, which she is by law empowered
to grant, under certain circumstances, in favour
of such works published in foreign countries ;
Her Britannic Majesty and His Majesty the King
of the Belgians have deemed it expedient to con-
clude a special Convention for that purpose, and
have therefore named as their Plenipotentiaries,
that is to say :—

Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland, the Bight Honour-
able George William Frederick, Earl of Clarendon,
Baron Hyde of Hindon, a Peer of the United
Kingdom, a Member of Her Britannic Majesty's
Most Honourable Privy Council, Knight of the
Most Noble Order of the Garter, Knight jGrand
Cross of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath,
Her Britannic Majesty's Principal Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs ; and the Right Honour-
able Edward Cardwell, a Member of Her Britan-
nic Majesty's Most Honourable Privy Council, a
Member of Parliament, and President of the
Committee of Privy Council for Affairs of Trade
and Foreign Plantations;

And His Majesty the King of the Belgians, the
Sieur Sylvain Van de Weyer, His Envoy Extra-
ordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to Her
Britannic Majesty, decorated with the Iron Cross,
Commander of the Order of Leopold, Grand Cross
of the Order of Charles III of Spain, of the Order
of the Ernestine Branch of Saxony, of the Tower
and Sword, of St. Maurice and St. Lazarus,
Commander of the Legion of Honour, &c. ;

Who, after having communicated to each other
their respective full powers, found in good and
due form, have agreed upon the following Articles r

ARTICLE I.
From and after the date on which, according to

the provisions of Article XV, the present Con-
vention shall come into operation, the authors of
works of literature or of art, to whom the laws of
either of the two countries do now or may here-
after give the right of property or copyright, shall
be entitled to exercise that right in the territories
of the other of such countries for the same term,
and to the same extent, as the authors of works of
the same nature, if published in such other country,
would therein be entitled to exercise such right;
so that the republication or piracy in either coun-
try, of any work of literature or of art, published
in the other, shall be dealt with in the same man-
ner as the republication or piracy of a work of
the same nature first published in such other
country; and so that such authors in the one
country shall have the same remedies before the
courts of justice in the other country, and shall
enjoy in that other country the same protection
against piracy and unauthorized republication, as
the law now does or may hereafter grant to
authors in that country.

8A Majest^ la Reine du Royaume Uni de la
Grande Bretagne et d'Irlande, et Sa Majeste

le Roi des Beiges, egalement animes du desir
d'£tendre dans' les deux pays la jouissance des
droits d'auteur pour les ouvrages de literature et
de beaux arts, qui pourront etre publics pour la
premiere fois dans Fun des deux; et Sa Majeste1

Britannique ayant consent! & etendre aux livrcs,
gravures, et ceuvres .musicales publics en Bel-
gique, la reduction que la loi 1'autorise a accorder,
sous certaines conditions, dans le taux des droits
actuellement per^us a 1'importation dans le Roy-
aume Uni de ces meraes articles piiblie's en pays
Strangers ; Sa Majeste Britannique et Sa Majeste
le Roi des Beiges ont juge a propos de conclure
dans ce but une Convention spe'ciale, et ont nomm£
a cet effet pour leurs Plenipotentiaires, savoir :—

Sa Majest4 la Reine du Royaume Uni de la
Grande Bretagne et d'Irlande, le Tres Honorable
George Guillaume Frederic, Comte de Clarendon,
Baron Hyde de Hindon, Pair du Royaume Uni,
Conseiller de Sa Majeste Britannique en son
Conseil Priv6, Chevalier du Tres Noble Ordre de
la Jarretiere, Chevalier Grand-Croix du Tres
Honorable Ordre du Bain, Principal Secretaire
d'Etat de Sa Majest6 Britannique pour les Affaires
Etrangeres ; et le Tres Honorable Edouard Card-
well, Membra du Tres Honorable Conseil Prive"
de Sa Majest^ Britannique, Membre du Parle-
ment, et President du Comite" du Conseil Prive
pour les Affaires de Commerce et des Colonies ;

Et Sa Majest6 le Roi des Beiges, le Sieur
Sylvain Van de Weyer, Son Envoy4 Extraordi-
naire et Ministre Plenipotentiaire pres Sa Majeste
Britannique, decor6 de la Croix de Fer, Com-
mandeur de 1'Ordre de Leopold, Grand-Croix de
1'Ordre de Charles III d'Espagne, de 1'Ordre de
la Branche Ernestine de Saxe, de la Tour et de
l'Ep£e, de St. Maurice et St. Lazare, Commandeur
de la Legion d'Honneur, &c.;

Lesquels, apres s'etre communique leurs pleins
pouvoirs respectifs, trouves en bonne et due forme,
ont arretS les Articles suivants :

ARTICLE I.
A partir de l'6poque a laquelle, conforme'ment

aux stipulations de 1'Article XV ci-apres, la pre-
sente Convention deviendra executoire, les auteurs
d'oeuvres de litterature ou d'art, auxquelles les
lois de 1'un des deux pays garantissent actuelle-
ment, ou garantiront & 1'avenir, le droit de pro-
pri&6 ou d'auteur, auront la faculte d'exercer le
dit droit sur les territoires de 1'autre pays pendant
le meme espace de temps, et dans les. memes
limites, que s'exercerait dans cet autre pays le
droit attribue aux auteurs d'ouvrages de meme
nature qui y seraient publics ; de telle sorte que
la reproduction ou la contrefacon dans Tun des
deux Ktats, de tout ceuvre de litte"rature ou d'art
publiee dans 1'autre, sera traitee de la meme
maniere que le serait la reproduction ou la contre-
facon d'ouvrages de rne'me nature originairement
publics dans cet autre etat; et que les auteurs de
Pun des deux pays auront, devant les tribunaux.
de 1'autre, la meme action, et jouiront des niemes
garanties contre la contrefa$on ou la reproduction
non autorisee, que celle que la loi accorde, ou
pourrait accorder £k 1'avenir, aux auteurs de ce
dernier pays.


