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Downing Street, 23rd June, 1847.

DESPATCH, and its Inclosures, addressed

to the Right Honourable Earl Grey, of

which an Extract and Copies are subjoined, have

been this day received from Major-General

- d’Aguilar, C.B. commanding Her Majesty’s Troops
in the Island of Hong Kong, dated '

Victoria, Hong Kong,
April 15, 1847.

I HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship

¥or the information of Her Majesty’s Government,

“the details of certain military operations in which

- the troops under my command, jointly with a small

naval squadron under Captain McDougall of H. M.

steam frigate Valture, have been recently engaged
upon the Canton river.

‘On the afternoon of the st inst. 1 received a
communication from his Excellency Sir John
Francis Davis, Bart,, Her Majesty’s Plenipotentiary
in China, informing me that, in consequence of the
regeafed aggressions of the Chinese upon British
subjects in the neighbourhood of Canton, and the
unsatisfactory replies of the Imiperial High Commis-
sioner to his demands for redress, his Excellency
had come to the conclusion that there wasno alter-
native but to proceed to Canton with a force and
demand reparation on the spot.

Upon receipt of the above letter I lost no time |

in communicating with Captain MecDougall, of
Her Majesty's steam frigate Vulture, the semior

| vaval officer in these waters, and the result of our

deliborations was, that whilst we could not conceal
from ourselves the difficulty of undertaking such
an expedition with so s a force as that which
would remain at our command, after providing for
the security of this island, stil the advantages
attendant upon prompt and emergetic action, be-
fore. the hot season set in, appeared to us to jus-

‘tify the enterprise, provided the operation was

conducted upon the principle of a coup de main
and that no guns were left unspiked in our rear.

I was likewise influenced in my decision upon
this question by a desire to teach the people of
Cantou that the troops in the garrison of Hong
Kong, with the co-operation of the naval force in
these seas, are at all times prepared to chastise
aggresston, without waiting for reinforcements
either from England or India.

About midnight of the day on which I received
Sir John Davis's cominunication, the troops em-
barked on board the vessels, and acéording to the
distribution noted as foltows

Her Majesty’s steamer Vuléure—18th Regiment, 24
officers, 403 non-commissioned officers and” rank
and file.

Her Majesty’s sloop Espiegle, 42nd Regiment,
M.N.T.—4 officers, 145 non-commissioned officors
and rank and file. ’

Hon. Company's steamer Pluto, 42d Regiment,
12 officers, 268 non-commissioned officers and
rank and file. .
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Hired armed steamer Corsair, 48th Regiment—4
officers, 106 non-commissioned officers and rank
and file. -

Total Infantry—44 officers, 922 non-commis-
sioned officers and rank and file.

Hired lorcha, No. 1, armed as a gun-boat—Detach-

ment Royal Artillery, and all the Ordnance
‘ - ' ' 3§ Creek. :

stores, &c.

Hired lorcha, Ne. 2—Detachment Royal Sappers
and Miners, with tools, scaling ladders, and other
materials,

At ning o'cloek the following moraing, the
Squadron arrived ab the Bocga Tigris, whén fhe
Vultuge, taking up a gonyenient position, with the
0ld and New Arringhoy Batteries on one side, an
the North and Sonth Wangtung Batteries on the
other, lowered her boats, i which twg detach-
ments, the one under Lientenant-Colonel Brereton,
C.B., Royal Artillery, the second in command, the

other under my immediate superittendeiiee, were |

instantly disembarked, and the respective bagteries
having been surprised and taken possession of
without opposition, the guns were spiked, the am-
munition destreyed, and the garrisons permitted to
retire without melestation. =

At six o’clock the squadron arrived at Wampoa,
beyond which the Vulture's dranght of water
would not permit her to proceed. - -

The following merning the troops were distri-
buted in the steamers Pluto and Corsair, and the
armed boats of the Vulture, with the exception of
the detachment of Seapoys on board the Espiegle,
and a party which it was deemed prudent to leave
for the security of the Vultyre, in consequence of
the greater part of her crew being employed on
heat servieg.

1 here established my hegd-quarters on board
the Pluto, to wineb vessql Sir Jobn Dayis hikewise
Temoved from the ¥ ultpre.

_Ahoup gleven o'clock we arrived at a reach of
the river on which sfang four strong forfs, aamely,
Pachow, Wookengiap, Napier, snd Wampoa 9?99%
_-Fhe apack op-the ggw fist I entragted fo Lieyf.
Cplongl Brozgton, €.13, and that on the £y ofhers,
which was fed by Major Aldrich, Royal Engi-
neers, 1 rgsprved “for my own inwediate super-
vision.

Tg gain ggcess 1o Hozts Bachow and Napier,
which were approached simultaneously, it wag foup;

ngeassary o hlow in the gates, after whigh the gung

wore gpiked and the $roops re-embarked.
On progesding fowards Forts Woekongtap gud

Wampoa Creek, o well directed fire of round ghot,

chain shot, andl grape, wag opened by those bat-

teries wpon the steamers and hoats; spd I copsider

it due to Lieut.:Colonel Breretgn to stafe, tha, bet
for the intelligent mapner in which thaf offiger
directed the crowded boats under bis command, to
be. steeréd upon ‘the salient angle of Forf Waok-
ongtap, a very lieavy loss must have inevitably en-
sued, as the showers of grape which werg poured
{rom guns of Jarge calibre fell thickly around thé
boats almost immediately after the Lieut.-Colonel
had caused this judicieus movement to h¢ made.

" The greater pagt of the scamen heing efuployed
in pulbing the boats, the guns of the steamers Pluto
and Corsair were chiefly manned by 'the acting

gunners of the 18th Regiment, and I have much
satisfaction in stating, that, on the batteries open-
ing fire, they were promptly replied to by the steam-
ers, in a style that would have done credit to expe-
rienced Artillery men.

The gun boat of the Royal Artillery also opened
its fire, and threw some shot into Fort Wampos

" On the treops reacking the shore, the garrisons
of Forts Napier and Wampoa Creck evacuated the
works by the rear, but entrances were speedily
effected by means of powder bags, which were ap-
plied to the principal gates by Captain Durnford
anq Lieutenant Da Costa of the Royal Epginegrs.

_ The guns having been all spiked and the maga-
zines exploded thée expedition next proceeded to
the French-folly Fort, a strong work, surmounted
by a Keep, conimanding one of the narrowest bends
of the river.,

- The descent upon this fort was equally rapid as
npon those that preceded it, and the gate having
been blown in, it was aseertained from the prepa-
rations obyiously madé in the batteries for our
reception, that a very few minutes delay would
have brought upon us the fire of this formidable
work.

Four other batteries were afterwarde spiked
without oppesition, and by six o’clock in the
-evening the Etea;tge,r part of the troeps bad landed
at ‘the British Factories, after baving spiked, or
otherwise rendered unserviceable, eight hundred and
seventy-nine pieces of heavy cannon, as per an-
vexed return. .

T4 became now necessary to secure our positiont
from attaek on the land side, and fortunately the
situation of thei}3 facto;lissdhr relation to the sur-
rounding suburbs, enghled m y serjes of de-
fensiblegbiiriéadés, te s&ltgfia al.)ﬁ{ t?hega,’;énues of
approach. ’ .

The following day, the 4th ingtant, the detach-
ment arrived from the Kspiegle, snd additiona}
measures wexe taken to stfengthen our position,
and to abtain local knowledge of Ha envizous,

The same day Sir Jobn Davis ‘was waited vpon

' at the British Consulate within the Factories, by

the Chizese High Gommissioner Keying, fo whom
he prescribed dertain terms, failing compliance
with which hefore £ g'clagk the nest evening, his
Excellency declared bis ivtention of breaking off
all further pegntiations, and of pmploying the fozes
under my sominand, in genjnuebion with that of my

| coadjuter Ggptain Mg Dangall, 0 xedzessiog Ry
| mare seripus -hostile operatigns the injnzies com:

plained of. .

* The ensuing day, the 5th instant, the High Bom-
missioner reguested that the peried allowed him
for consideratian of the proposed terms anight be
extended to g «'elock the following morning. After .
this request had heén granted, intelligence was ze-
ceived of hodies of troops moving ingo the city. &
ageordingly Jast no time in makiag my dispositions
for the assault. -

I will here inform your Lordship that my confi-
dence in our dispositions for the. attack was muoh
strengthened by the result of 2 recomnaissanee
made at day-break that worning by, Captain Glark
Kennedy, the Acting Assistant Quaztez-Master-
General; and Lioutenant Da Casta of the Roys)




Eugincers, Those officers penetraled, during that
atill geriod: of the morningy to” the City -Walls,
which they aséended in two placesyand ascertained

satisfactorily that sufliciént space’ existed thereon |

for making a lodgment: e s

Hér Majesty's, Plenipotentidry having informed
me that all it demands had bgen fully atceded to
by the Chinese authorities, I gave orders; with

bis Excellency’s condiirrence, for the return ¢f - the

troops to Hong Kong, with thé eéxception of
the light eompany of the 18th Regiment, under
Gaptatn Graves; and g -small party of Sappers,
andér Lientenant: Da Costa; both which it was
thoughit prudent to l€ave behind in the Factorids,
until the various local improvements prescribed by
the Treaty. are fully completed, L

At twelve o’clotk oh the 8th instant, the troops
ueeordingly . re-embarked, and: arrived' in Hong
Koong the afternoon: of the following- day..

The Pluto has sinde been' sent back to resume
lier positivn_ off the Kactdries; and as a further
precaution I put oh board her, with the concui-
rence of Sir John Davis and Captain Me Dougall,
two intelligent subalterns and thirty picked men
of the 18th Regiméit, to'dét & niarines dntil the
arrival of the Naval Commiander-in-Chief.

I have since réceived several reports froiti thesé
detachments, all whicki represént the aspéct ¢f
affairs as perfectly sitisfastory; and I shdll bé
much mistakén il the lésson’ we have given the
Governnient and pévplé of Carton’ be soon foy-
gotten, whilst the diséiplitie aiid forbeajdnde of ths

troops, diiting ouir odcupationi’of thé siburbs, and

which I haveé acknowlgdred ini the ahnoxed General

Ojider, can scarcely fail to enigerider anidtigst the-

Chinésé inhabitatits feslings of respeet to” which
theyhave beed hitherto strangers. ,
cannot conclude this despatch withoit con-

gratulating your Lordship jion the whole of these
operations having besu carried into effect withiout
the loss of a mhau.. Moré especially as in the
érowded stats ¢f the boats, and the strohi tide that
was running at the time, any oné shot taking effect
from the beavy'battetiés opposed to us'ox the 8rd
instant miist- have” ihevitably' cost' me seventy of
eighty’ pi¥h, =28 it wbbld'Have beed iiipossible to
rehder any assistined under the cifcufustancey of
our’ posittotii

. The gratifying tisk now ohly réwmains t0 wie"of
doing justicé to the meérits of-the ofhcers under my
command,-who have principally assisted e’ in theé
<onduct of these opérations. o

_ OftLieutenant-Colonel Bereton, . B., the second
ih command, whose report I annex,. I cannot speak
too highly. His long experience, his distinguished
military reputation, and his professional attainments
and resourcés have been appdrent in every step

throughyut this expedition, and T cannat sufficiently IO © tnder His cor o
). Major Fitzgerald,. of the 42nd Regiment Madras

express my dcknowledgients for the scope he has
given to all these valuable qualitiés, and’ for his
peifeet and most cordial sapport.
Lieitenant-Colodel Phillpotts, the commanding
Royal Engineer, never yuitted my side from the
commencement to the end of the operations. To
him I am indebted for the most judicious and
scientific advice, -and to him also for the admirable

plan for the attack npon the gatéways of the City”

A2

.of Canton, and for which I desire’ this able and
nleritorigus officer may have all the credit to' whick
‘he is justly entitled. = = . )
My seise of Mujod ANrich's' séfvices’ is' not
- éasily expresséd. I Bad appointed thiy officer to
et a8 my Aid-de-Canip, but I soon found that his
abilities and knowledgd wéré muéh too valuable
to b lost-in a"seeondary situation. I charged him
therefore with several operations uuder my own
superintendedce, the leadiny featurés of which I
have alréady detailéd, dtid-oHi the approach to the
Factorids Fettiployed him-in'all tHe- déscents upon
the Forts' in- thdt? méigtifotirhsod; and' which' duty
ke performéd with & profiptitude, skill, and ability
"beyond' my’ praite: ,

To'Captain J. Brice,18th Reginient, the Assistarit
Adjutant-General, my utmost_acknowledpilénts
aré due for indeéfatigable and ibst  useful ser-
vices, Ever§ dbtiil conhedted with' the awfldl
ment, equipment, and embarkation of the Troops,
o tlﬁéﬁ’sﬁ&déﬂ’_ emergency, was darried out’ under
‘his‘judicidus supttititendénce. He undertock alsv,
ot oir arfival'at Canton) in addition to his othék
dutitd thit of 4" Field Engineer, and in twenty-
four hours by means of his‘incessant activityand per-
:gbnal’ éXertibi, every dpproich to the' position was
‘barricaded it sichi strergih; that every officer dnid
‘mien slept in' the'séeurs cqnviection' that- it was un-
assiilably by any force” the” Chinese could bring
,against us. Neithér would 1 limhit my appro-
Batioti of thie'services'of this officet to the present
occakibh, Caplais Bruce Lias'heen'three years and
& half'orf my Staff] of which'two years and a half
Assistant Adjutant-General, and in every situa-
tion, but in this last in- particular, his services have
been: to me-invaluable.:

_ In the absence of the Assistant Quarter-Master-
General'sirsick leave, Captain Clark Kenn edy, 18th
Regiment, dordlited thie ditiesof this Department
to my ehtité satisfiction; aiid evinicded the utmost in-
telligence combined with thsbesturraigement. With-
out putting meé in posséssion’sf hisintention, he made
tlié reconnaissaice alréady reférred to* of the City
Wall, gi thie ioiming of thé'6th instabt, and site-
ceédéd in asténding the rampart'.in two places,
before the' guard was™ aldrnied, aiid’in britiging me
back’ tHe'most satisfactory ijiforuihtion, respecting
the space afforded upon” it’ for' lodgidents. It wah
this proof of Captain Kennedy’s zeal, combined with
the kriowledge he had so gdllantly obtained; that
idduted. m& to'sélect himi to conduet the column
vnder Major” Fitzgerald in the projected- attack
vpon the City, whiek tHe'submissioti-of-thie-Chinese
authorities so happily averted:’

Lidutertant Colone) Cowier, C.B.;-18th Regiment
afforded me’every assistahce and support with the
fine regimént under his'comimand.

Native Infantry, is a first rate officer. He¢ unites
conduct with enterprise, and to both'may be added
a zeal that communicates its spirit to every officer
aud sepoy under his orders.

To Captain Durnford, of the Royal Engineers, 1
am likewise highly indebted for the excellence of
all his atrangements, and the skill, zeal, and effi-

cacy with which he carried them into effect. A‘Is&
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' *go"Lieutenant Da Costa, of the same corps, whose
-name has been already mentioned in this despatch,

a8 having rendered meritorious service,
Sir John Davis havirg placed at my disposal his
Excellency’s own Aide-de-Camp, Lieutenant Ed-

< mund Sargent, of the 18th Regiment, I gladly
availed myeelf of this officer’s services, and am

happy to have this opportunity of acknowledging

-Captains Gravesand Campbell, eommanding the

© flank companies of the 18th Regiment, and Cap-

tains Stuart and Me¢ Leod, eommanding the flank

- eompanies of the 42nd Regiment Madras Native

Infantry, were frequently employed in the more
important operations, and evinced all the coolness

.and zeal that might be expected from British

officers. . :

_Lieutenant Paterson, comrmanding the detach-
ment of Royal Artillery, afforded me every satis-
faction,

" - The medical arrangements of the Deputy In-

" gpector of Hospitals, Doctor Kinnis, were such as

to meet with my entire approbation, although for-
tunately circumstances did did not render the ap-

~ plication of them necessary.

. T cannot close this despatch without informing

.* your Lordship that if anything had been wanting
" to encourage me in the recent undertaking, it was

to be found in the ardent zeal and cordial co-ope-
ration of Captain McDougall, Rogral Navy, my
distinguished coadjutor, whose conduct throughout
these proceedings has afforded one proof more of
the united feeling which binds our two Services in-
dissolubly together. - ’

Str, Canton, April 8th, 1847,

In pursuance of the plan of operations pre-

“viously arranged by you, upon arrival at the en-

trance of the Bocea Tigris, I proeeeded from on
board Her Majesty’s steam ship Vulture to. the
forts on the islands North and South Wangtong,
in the launches of that vessel, taking with me from
the troops you had placed at my disposal, a detach-
ment of Her Majesty’s 18th Regiment, under the

" command of Captain Campbell, & detachment of

Royal Sappers and Miners, commanded by Captain
Durnford, and one of Royal Artillery, under Lieut,

Paterson.

Having reached the northern island the gates
of the fort were opened aud possession taken, the
garrison making.no resistance; Captain Durnford
with the Sappers was sent. to destroy the magazine,
and Lieutenant Paterson. to:spike the guns; both

services were performed efficiently. . Ingthis fort

are several dwellings, and a Temple containing

- .much valusble property, all which was left un-

" disturbed, so perfect was the discipline maintained

.tities of powder thrown into the sea. -
" The force then proceeded to the islaud and for- |

by Captain Campbell, whose conduct in' this and

‘- gubsequent operations it becomes my duty to

One hundred and fifty

recommend $¢ your, notice.
quan-

guns of great calibre were spiked, and large

tress of South Wantong, Where' the gates were
thrown open, and the same forbearance observed

-by the soldiers notwithstanding much temptation

One hundred and nine guns of similar great calibre
effectnally spiked, the magazines destroyed, and
much powder in cartridges thrown into the sea.
On the following morning, the 3rd of April, the
expedition having reached the staked barrier of the
the River, in accordance with your explained plan
for attacking the Barrier Forts, taking with me,
from the division you had placed under my direc-
tion, in the lawnches of the Vulture, a detachment
of the 18th Regiment commanded by Captain

[ Graves, one of Sappers under Captain Durnford,

and one of Artillery under Lieutenant Paterson,
I proceeded to the Pachow Fort on the left bank
of the river. On reaching it, eatrance being re-
fused, the gates were instantly blown open by
Captain Durnford, the work occmpied with perfect
discipline and forbearanee by the seldiers of the
18tk Regiment. While Captain Purnferd and
Lientenant Paterson were performing the duties
dssigned to them, sixty-four guns were effectually
spiked; mueh powder in cartridges, and not made
up, thrown mte the sea; and the magazines de-
stroyed.

The force wag then conveyed to the Wookong-
tap Fort, on the opposite bank of the river; ox
approaching which it became evident that oppo-
gition wag Intended : a cross fire was opened upon
the detachment by this fort, and by another ox
the same bank of the river; and, oy a Dearer
approach, grape-shot and rockets were fired from,
the fort to be attacked. The force was landed
and formed, the garrison escaped from the rear.
Captain Graves was sent with the light company
of the 18th Regiment to keep clear the approaches
from s large town adjugent, while Captain Durn-
ford and ILsentenant Paterson were in the execu-
tion of their duties within the fort. Forty-one
guns, as usual of immense size, were disabled,
some of which were found to be loaded. The
magazine was destroyed, with much powder, loose
and in eartridges, and 150 rockets, all headed witk
barbed spear points. " |

_The eoolness and discipline of this little force
while under fire have never been exceeded, and not
a musket was fired during any of the operaticns;
it is a mere act of duty on my part to bring to your
notice the excellent conduct of Captain Durnford,
Royal Engineers, of Captain Graves 18th Regiment,
and of Licutenant Paterson, Royal Artillery, in the
peiformance of their duties; an incident of this
attack excited attention while under fire, in the
gig which led the advance, and which was steered
by Captain McDougail, Royal Navy, the midship-
man on duty was his son, a young lad, whose cool-
fiess emulated that of his father, and was admirable:.

"Tho Naval officers employed in the boats which
conveyed the troops, were Lieutenants Robert
Coete, C. A. Pascoe, and G. Durbin; the conduct of
these officers throughout was worthy of the.service
they belong to, as was that of Lieutenant Davis of
the Marine Artillery who was present and gave

every assistance. .
’ . T have, &c. T
{Signed). - Wu. BRERETON.

Lieutenant Colonel, Commanding Artillery.

To M. General D Aguilar, C.B.

-
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Return of the Iron and Brass Ordnance, taken and
spiked by the British Force under the command

v of Major-General D' Aguilar,; C.B., on the 2d, 3d,
and 5th Aprid, 1847.

Forts of the Bocca. Tlgns

Arrunghoy—194 iron ordnance, 14 brass ordnance;
total 208.

N. Wantang Island-—140 iron orduance, 10 brass
ordnance; total 150.

8. Wa.ntang Island—101 iren ordnance, mounted,
3 iron ordnance, dismounted, 5 brass ordnance;
total 109.

Forts of the Staked ‘Batteries of the River.

Pachow Fort, rlght bank—35 iron ordnance,
mounted, 29 iron ordnance, dismounted; total 64.

‘Wookongtap,left bank—35 iron ordnance, mounted
6 iron ordnance, dismounted; total 41.

. Rapier'’s Island—48 iron ordnance, ! brass ord-

nance; total 49.
Whampoa Creck—63 iron ordnance, 2 brass ord-
nance; total 65. ,

Forts of the City of Canton.

French Folly—38 iron ordnance; total 38.
Dutch Folly—23 iren ordance; total 23.

Ruge Fort—26 iron ordnance; total 26.
Zigzag Battery—20 iron ordnance; total 20,
Segment Battery—30 iron ordnance; total 30.
Shaneen Battery——56 iron ordnance; total 56.

Total 847 iron ordnance, 32 brass ordnance.
Graund total 879.

Time did not admit of taking the calibres of the
guns in their several forts; their bores were found
to be of unusually large diameter, some of nea.rlf'
thirteen inches, and none under ﬁve inches.
were mounted upon new garrison carriages, on the
English construction, and with iron truck wheels.

W, BRERETON, Lieut-Col. R.H.A,,
Commanding Royal Artillery.

GENERAL ORDER,

By Major General I Aguilar, C. B. Commanding
the Troops.

Head Quasters, Vtctona, Hong Kong,
10th April 1847.

THE Major Geneml congratulates the troops
on the snccess that has crowned their exertions;
he congra:ulates them still more on the discipline
observed by them in the course of their late short
but arduous operations; and, above all, he con-
gratulates them on the prmseworthy manner in
which they have abstained from every act of
injury or outrage that could tarnish the bonour of
the British arms.

In the course of a few days, the Bogue Forts,
and all the principal works and batteries on the
Canton river, have been taken possession of, some
of them by assault, and eight hundred and seventy-
nine picees of cannon, by the latest return, spiked
or rendercd otherwise unserviceable.

i

1

The Chinese have rzceived a Iesson, in returi
for their frequent acts of aggression on the persons
of British subgects, that will not be lost upor
 them.

They have submltted to all the demands of Her
Majesty’s Plenipotentiary without resefve, and
have yielded, happily for themselves, just in time
to arrest the course of an assault that would have
been attended with fearful loss of life to them,
and the inevitable destruction of their provincial
“capital,

When sucl advantages have been obtained, let
it be one more source of congratulation to
British soldiers to reflect, that they have been
purchased, under’ Providence, without bloodshed,
and that the honour of the Britiski arms has been
proudly maintained, without one act of violence
or one departure from the prineiples of humanity.

In recording these acts, so honourable in them-
selves and so deserving of approbation, the Major
General desires to impress on the handful of men
by whom they have been achieved, this great and
most important of all lessons, * It was discipline
alone that could effect them,” and while this first
duty of a soldier continues to be practised, that
the troops can never fail in fulfilling their duty
to their Sovereign and maintaining the henour
of their country.

By order,
J. BRUCE, Captain,
Assistant Adjutant General

Admiralty, 25tk June 1847,

DISPATCHES have been received at this
Office, from RearAdmiral S. H. Inglefield, C. B.
dated Penang, 8th May 1847, and addressed to
H: G. Ward, Esq Secretary of the Admiralty, of
which the followmo' are copies :

Her Majesty’s Ship Vernon,
- Lenang, 8th May 1847.
SIR, :

I HAVE the honour to enclose, to be laid before
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the re-
gort from Captain M‘Dougall, of H. M. Steam Ship

" ulture, the Senior Officer at Hong Kong, relative
to the combined naval and military expedition
up the Canton river, in the early part of last
month, which I have but this moment received,
and I beg you will assure their Lordships, that it
is only my unwillingness to detain the mail
longer than may be absolutely necessary, which
prevents me from calling their Lordships’ more
particalar attention to this well executed and
bold enterprise, which reflects so mueh credit
upon the Hon. Major General D’Aguilar, Cap-
tain M‘Dougall, and the whole of the Officers and
men under their respective orders.

I kave, &c.
(Signedy 8. H. INGLEFIELD,
Rear Admiral and Commander in Chief.

To Henry G. Ward, Esq. M. P.
Secretary of the Admtralty,
London.
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Iler Majesty's Stears Ship Vil wre;: Hong' Kog,
] 9th April 1847.
SIRy

HER Majesty’s Plenipotentiary having com*
inunicated to rhe,; on the afternoon: of the lst
ihstant, that; in corisequence of the evadive and
unsatisfactory conduct of the Chifiese Minister,
he had communicited with the Fonourable the
Major Gereral d’Aguilar, and deterinined with |:
Hitr on the necéssity of proceeding with a “force tor
Canton, to demand certaini points on which he had |
beén’instructed to insist on by Her Majesty’s Go-
Vvernment;: and: haviig applied to'me' to co-operate
with-the naval force dnder rhy eommand, I lost-no
time i Wditing. on Mejor General d'Aguilar, and-it

was: arranged tHat the trodps were to commehce |

embarking. with their guns; &e¢. as soon’ after
8 .M. as possible:

The Bspiegle and Plato being the only men' of
wat available,. I was obliged: to' hire the- Corssir
fnerchant steamer to- ensure tlie expedition arriv-
ihg off the Boguc- forts with the least possible
delay. .

At 10h: Ot I directéd Cormmander Fhompson
to proceed immediately towards thé Boguée forts;:
uafter emibdrking’the troops assigned to'the Espibgle;
taking. with him nine Clinese boats- laden with
provisions, &c. for the troops. At 10h. 30in: she
. ailed.

At 3h. 30m: all' the troops wére embarked with
their guiis, stores, &c. when Vulture weighed,
having two lorches with ordnance stores, sappers
aud miners in tow, making the night signal to the

-steamers to follow her motions; the Corsair baving

two cargo bodth,. with'commisgariat stores, &c.,
in tow.

A't 9h. 10mi; passed the Chumpée fort, :where
geveral: Chinese men of war and arfiied junks Were
at’ aunchor! .

At 10h. Om. the Vulturé ruh witlith half pistol
shot, and anchored off the Adunglioy fort, lowered
the boats, siid his Excellency and the Gencral
landed - with the troops.- The batteries were im-
mediately in their possession, the guns spiked, and
the ammunition: destroyed.

At 10h.-20m. Corsair came up, Colonél Breréton;
with'the-seeorid division in- Vulture's boats; crossed
the river to-tlic-'Wan'g; Tung forts, whiell were car-
ried-inthe same style The Bogue forts being now
secured, I direcied- the Plito to proceed t6 Whiam«
poa; and thers-await miy arrival. -

At 12h: Omvi-anchored off the Wang. Tung forts;
désiring; the: Cobsais to: follow Pluto's: motitns tof
Whampow;a to«protect: the shipping there.

At Th. 40m. having spiked upwards of: 500 \

guns, and desttoyed: all the ammunition, resem~
batked the troops,. Vulture weighed; and proceeded
gt full speed- to' enable lier to cross the-first and:
gecond bars: before- the tide hadreceded too much:
Saw the Espiegle in" the- distance apyrozching the
Bogue forts, she being umable-to-contend with the
strong tide, va¢iabl¢ gudladvérse windd:

At-6H; 30m; anclofed” at’ the” enitriince of Junk
River, as the Vultare could net- proceed. further
from her great draaglit- of water, and-the tide at
that time .falling rapidly; and as the troops and

i Seamen' were' vefy much exlausted fror; twendty-
hours ardubus and labbrious dutids, the Major
* Génerak and I agided that it would: be advisuble to
remain the mvht and proceéd'd¥ edrly in tHie'morn-
ing as our arrangements could be completed.
Durmg the night two days provisions were cooked
Lfof the trovps. My Mundy's (Payminster and
s Purser) exertions and zeal in supplying’ {lie frOO%
| With cooked pi'owsions wers very gredt; aitd: at 4
yon the morning of the 3rd, the-boats of the Vulture
 transferred: the troops  on board the Honbirable
(Companys steamher Pliito; stid the hired: steather
" Corsair, the tide not answering for phssing’ the
barrier with-the number of boats in tow; it was
"deemed expedient to wait till the tide slackened.

At 8h. Om. His Excellency Sir John-Davip and
suite, Major General: I’Aguilar and Staff ems
burked ouw board Pluto, as did Commander
Thompson, of the Espiegle. ;

Colonel Brereton, of the. Royat Horsd Artillery,
accomipatiied rfi¢ of bodard the Cotsaitl The
Major General allowed about two ldtdred 6f the
troops to remain in-the Vulture and- Espiegle, to
assist in defending them in the event of an attack
from the Cliinese men of war, a¥ nearly ’gwo
thirds of the ships’ compahies weire re(imred‘ in
the boats and véstels, I léft' the ship in cHatge
cof My, Sundets, First' Litutexadt, assisted by
Lieutenarit Diiiti; bupernumerary, and’ the res
maining Officérs that werd 1iot employed ifi tHe
“bBoats: P left orders to keep thie ship clear for
_action, end every thing ready for lightening Hek
if requu ed; placing every confidence in-Lieutenant
Sanders’s zeal and energy.

At 8h. 45m: both' steamer§ proceeded up the
Junk river to®thé Barrierd: forts, having the
neeessary boats” to disembark thie: troops: m=tow‘,
viz:

Pluto.<~~Two labge country béats; one ¢ohtaining
éitincérs’ stores;  the otlier a party of the 42d
Madras Native Infantry.  Vulture’s starboard
paddle-box boat, commanded by Licutenant
C. A. D. Pasco, R.N,, containing a company of
the 18th Royal Irish. Second cutter, Mr. d.
Black, Midshipman, and Espiegle’s gig.

Corsair.~Two large country boats, containing
ordoance stores, &c. Vulture’s pinnace, com-
manded by Liéutenant Robert Cooté, R.N., as-
sisted by Mr. M.-B. Fitzgerald, Midshipman, and
Dr. Duncan, Assistant Surgeon. Port paddle-
bex' boat, cotitiizndéd by Licutenitit' G. Dilrbin,
vSupernumary, R.N. First Lieaterant F. W,
Dayis,- R.M.A. First cutter, commanded by
M. P. C, C. M‘Dougall; Midshipmah, aud gig.

At 10h, 80m; passed-the barrier, Corsair stopped
abreast of the first fort, landed: a party of the
-18th Royal Irish, and a part-of the Sappers and
Royal Artillery, under Captain Durnford, Royal
Engineers,. the whole under the command of
Lieutenant - Colonel Brereton, C.B., Royal Horse
Artillery; blew open the gates, spikcd the guns,
and-destroyed the ammunition ; at the same time
Pluto anchored a little above Rapier’s fort, and

performed the-saie service there,




At 13h. 15m. Froops re-embarked from both |
Corsair’s |

forts, in the hoats, to cross the river,
division of boats going to the forg on the north
hank, near the bgrl'_lgl_ Pluto’s to the one op-

posite Rapier’s fort; hoth forts opened a fire on

the hoats and steamers of grape and round, which
was returned by a well directed fire from the
steamers, and a 12spound howitzer in the ordnance
lorcha. On the ncar approach of the boats, the
Chinese fled. The troops landed, splked the guns,
and blew up the magazine, when the Corsair’s

division of boats, with gans, fook up a position at

the entrance of a ereck leading $0 -4 town, 4o pre-
went surprige, the Plute’s hoats aking possession
of a manderin boat, whese erew had landed and
assisted to man ~tb,e Datteries; shortly efter moon
boats retumed with troops to their zespective
stegmers, when both steamexs proceegled as befgre
up the river far Canton.

At 2h, 1im. Pluto anchored off French Folly
fort,landed trogps, and spiked the guns,

At 2h. 30m. Corsair agchgred off Faetories and
lgnded her trogps; and Pluto, off Ruge fart,
landed troeps, and spiked the guns,

Aé 4h. 30m, boats, containing parties of the
18th Royal Irish and 424 Madras native infantry
and sappers, under their respective Officers, and
aecommpanied by Major Aldrich, royal engineers,
proceeded to and spiked the guns of the three
Shaneen forts, destroying the powder.

At 5h. Om. Pluto ‘anchored off the English
factories and landed her troops.

At 6h. Om. -Gorsair proeeeded <o Whampea
with Commander Thompson, of the Espiegle, 1o
bring that ship up, if practicable.

At 7h. all the troops were landed, except a]

small party of the 42d, left on board Pluto as a
guard.

April 4th.—2h. Om. A. M. paddle-box boats
landed the ordnance guns and ammunition.

April 5th.—The boats, with a party of the 18th
Royal Irish and sappers, under Col. Philpotts and
Major Aldrich, proceeded to French Folly fort
and blew up the keep, clearing the river of junks,
&c. and then landed at Dutch Folly and spiked
the guns, relanding the troops afier examining
the Ruge Fort. On the Corsair’s returning, I
proceeded in her to Whampoa to endeavour to

bring up the Espiegle, more powder, and the |

troops that could be spared from Vulture and
Espiegle, and likewise to satisfy myself that no
attempts were making to obstruct the pa,ssage of
the river.

I returned at 2h. 30m. having succeeded,
through the great exertions of Commander Thomp-
son, his Officers, and crew, by warping, towing,
&c. in bringing the Espiegle above the barrier
forts, she having frequently grounded.upon the
numerous obstructions made in the river during
the late war, I then ordered the river to be en-
tirely cleared of junks from the entrance of the
Macao Reach to the French Folly fort, to pre-
vent the possibility of our being harassed or an-
noyed by fire vessels or rafts.

April 6.-Steamers and boats kept in perfist
readiness to take their positions to attack th
town.

- April 7.—All the boeats but the pimnace and
gig returned o Vaulture,

April 8.—Commenced reimbarking the troops
with the addition of the boats of the Eapiegle,
under the direction of her First Lieutepant,
Vashon Baker.

At 2h, 40m, returned to Whampea, leaving 2
guard at the Faetories, and the Eapiegle at anchor
above the barrier forts.

Before daybreek of the 9th, the expedition left
‘Whampoa, on return to Hong Kong, and when
passing the Bogue forts, between 8 and 9 A. M,
observed them full of troops, and the tompions
oyt of the. guans ; we reached this ancherage abou$
3h. P. M., after having spiked cight bundred and
seventy-nine guns, within the Bogne forts, and
destroyed all their ammunition, with the exception
of the fort in Tiger island which owes its salva-
tion to the ebbing of the tide, and the Major
General’s and my anxlety to be at Canton on the
night of the 2d, for the protection of Britigsh life
4nd property,

The cordiality and unapimity that prevailed
besween both Serwices, during the whole of the
within eperations, was most gratifying to his
Honour the Major General D’Aguilgz, I am
under the greatest obligations for the courteous
manner in which he adopted my suggestions, in
reference to the naval operations, Colonel Brere-
ton, royal horge artlllery, did me the favour to
accompany me in my gig, his counsel was invalu-
able. © Commander Thompson, of Her Majesty’s
slpop Espiegle, rendered me the greatest assistance.
Lieutenant Airey, R. N., in command of the
Honourable Company’s steamer Pluto, conducted
‘himself much to my satisfaction, he is an officer of
long standing. Mr Soames, the Master of the
Corsair merchant steamer, did his utmost to meet
my wishes. It iz impossible to say too much in
favourof all. The conduct of those officers and men
employed in the boats was most creditable; and
when under fire, steady and commendable.

No casualties of any description occurred that
came to my knowledge, every individual was
animated with the same spirit of enterprize and
devotion for Her Majesty’s Service.

T have the honour, &ec.
J. MDOUGALL, Captain and Senior Officer.

Memorandum of the Troops employed wupon the
Ezxpedition to Canton, 2d April 1847.

Her Majesty’s Steam ship Vulture, 18th Regiment—
24 officers, 403 non-commissioned officers and
rank and file.

Her Majesty’s sloop Espiegle, 42d Regiment,
M. N. L—4 officers, 145 non-commissioned
officers and rank and file,

Hon. Company’s ship Pluto, 42d Regiment,
M. N. 1.-—-12 officers, 268 non-commissioned
officers and rank and file. ;
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Hired steamer Corsmt' 18th Regiment—4 officers,
106 non-commissioned officers and ra,nk and
file.

Total - Inf.mtry—-—44 officers, 922 non-com-
missioned officers and rank and file.

#lired lorcha, No. 1,
Detachment Royal
Ordnance stores.

Artillery, and all the

_Hired lorcha, No. 2—Detachment Roya.l Sappers:_
" and Miners, with teols, scaling ladders, and

" other materials.

" v . J. M*DOUGALL, Captam and Semor
: Oﬂicer.

Return of Iron and Brass Ordnance taken and

spiked by the British Force, on the 1st, 2d, 3d, }

and 5th April 1847,

Forts of ‘the Bocea Tigris.

" Anunghoy—I194iron ordnance, 14 brass ordnance;
total 208.

N. Wangtang Island—140 iron erdnance, 10 brass
ordnance; total 150,

$. Wantang Island—101 iron ordnance, mounted,
8 fron ordna,m:e, dismounted, 5 brass ordnance,
%otal 169,

armed as & gun boat— |

Forts of the Staked Barrier of the River.

Pachow Fort—35 iron ordnance, mounted; right
bank, 29 iron ordnance, dismounted; total 64.

Wookongtap-—31 iron ordnance, mounted; left
bank, 6 iron ordnance, dismounted; total 41.

Raplers Island—48 iron ordnance, 1 brass ord-
nance; total 49.

Whampoa Creek—63 iron ordnance, 2 brass ord-
nance; total 65.

Forts of the City of Cantoa.

French Folly—38 iron ordnance; total 38.

Dutch Folly--23 iren ordnance; total 23.
Ruge Fort—26 iron ordnance, total 26.

Zigzag Battery—20 iron ordnance; total 20.
Segment Battery—30 iron ordnance; total 30.
Shaneen Battery—-56 iron ordmance; total 56.

Total—847 iron ordnance, 32 brass ordnance.
Grand total—879.

Time did not admit of teking the calibres of the
guns in the several forts; their bores were found
to be of unususlly large diameter, some of nearly
thirteen inches, and none under five inches; all
were mounted upomn =mew garrison carriages, on
the English construction, and with iron truck

wheels. .
W. BRERETON, Lieut. Col. R. H. A,
Commanding Artillery.
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