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Buckingham- Palace, January 19, 1847.

rTlHIS day Her Majesty, accompanied by His
-*- Royal Highness Prince Albert, proceeded in

state from Buckingham-Palace to the House of
Peers, where she arrived soon after two o'clock;
and was received, on alighting from her state
coach, by the Lord Chancellor, the Lord President
of the Council, the Lord Privy Seal, Sir Augustus
Clifford, Bart. C. B. Deputy Great Chamberlain
(in the absence of Lord Willoughby D'Eresby),
the Lord Steward of the Household, the Duke of
Wellington, Garter King of Arms, and the
Yeoman Usher of the Black Rod, and proceeded
to the robing-room in the customary manner.

Her Majesty was there robed, and the pro-
cession moved into the House in the usual
order ; — the sword of state was borne by the
Duke of Wellington, and . the cap of main-
tenance by the Marquess of Winchester.

Her Majesty being seated on the Throne, and
His Royal Highness Prince Albert on a Chair
on the left side of the Cloth of Estate, the Great
Officers of State and others standing on the right
and left, James Pulman, Esq. Yeoman Usher
of the Black Rod, was sent with a message
from Her Majesty to the House of Commons,
commanding their attendance in the House of
Peers. The Commons being come thither ac-
cordingly, Her Majesty was pleased to deliver

the following most gracious Speech to both Houses
of Parliaments

My Lords, and Gentlemen,

IT is with the deepest concern that upon your
again assembling I have to call your attention to
the dearth of provisions which prevails in Ireland
and in parts of Scotland.

In Ireland especially the loss of the usual food
of the people has been the cause of- severe
sufferings, of disease, and of greatly increased
mortality among the poorer classes. Outrages have
become more frequent, chiefly directed against
property; and the transit of provisions has been
rendered unsafe in some parts of the country.

With a view to mitigate these evils very large
numbers of men have been employed, and received
wages, in pursuance of an Act passed in the last
session of Parliament. Some deviations from that
Act> which have been authorized by the Lord
Lieutenant in order to promote more useful
employment, will, I trust, receive your sanction.
Means have been taken to lessen the pressure of
want in districts which are most remote from the
ordinary sources of supply. Outrages have been
repressed, as far as it was possible, by the military
and police.

It is satisfactory to me to observe, that in many
of the most distressed districts the patience and
resignation of the people have been most ex-
emplary.


