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"Hie hostilities which took place ddring the. past

year in Scinde have led to the annexation of a
considerable portion of that country to the British
possessions i j the East.

In all the military operations, and especially in
the battles of Meeanee and Hydrabad, the con-
stancy and valour of the troops, native and
European, and the skill and gallantry of their
distinguished Commander, have been most con-
spicuous.

I have directed that additional information, ex-
planatory of the transactions- in Scinde, shall be
forthwith communicated to you.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons,

The estimates for the ensuing year will,be im-
mediately laid before you.

They have been prepared with a strict regard
to economy, and at the same time with a due
consideration of those exigencies of the public
service which are connected with the maintenance

of our maritime strength, and the multiplied
demands on the naval and military establishments
from the various parts of a widely extended
empire.

My -Lords, and Gentlemen,

I congratulate you on the improved condition
of several important branches of the trade and

-manufactures of the country.

I trust that the increased demand for labour
has relieved, in a corresponding degree, many
classes of jny faithful subjects.from jsufiferings and
privations, which at former peripds I have had
^occasion to deplore.

For ^several .successive years the annual produce
of -the revenue fell short .of the public expenditure.

I confidently trust that in the present year the
public income will be amply sufficient to defray
the charges upon it.

I feel assured that, in considering all matters
^connected with the financial concerns of the
country, you will bear in mind the evil conse-
quences of accumulating debt during the time of
peace, and that you will firmly resolve to uphold
.that public credit the maintenance of which con-
cerns .equally the permanent interests and the
honour and reputation of a great country.

In .the course pf the present year the oppor-
tunity will oceur of giving, notice to the Bank of J

England oli the subject of the revision of it&
charter.

It irtay be advisable that, during this session o*
Parliament, and previpi]fsly to the arrival of the
period assigned for the giving of such notice, the
state of the law with regard to the privileges of
the Bank of England, and to other bankisg
establishments, should be brought under your
consideration.

At the close of the last session,of Parliament I
declared to you my firm determination to main-
tain inviolate the legislative union between Great
Britain and Ireland.

I expressed, at the same time, my earnest
desire to co-operate with Parliament in the adop-
tion of all such measures as might tend to improve
the social condition of Ireland, and to develope the
natural resources of that part of the United
Kingdom.

I am resolved to act in strict conformity with
this declaration.

I forbear from .observation qn events in Ireland,
in respect to which proceedings a^e pending before
the proper legal tribunal.

My attention has been directed to the state of
the law and practice with regard to the occupation
of land in Ireland.

;! have deemed it advisable to institute extensive
local inquiries into a subject of so much im-
portance, and have appointed a Commission, with
ample .authority, to conduct the requisite in-
vestigation.

I recommend to your early consideration ,the
enactments at present in force in Ireland, con-
cerning the registration of voters for Members of
Parliament.

You will probably find that a revision of the
law of registration, taken in conjunction with other
causes at present in operation, would produce a
material diminution of the number of county voters,
and that it may be advisable on that account to
consider the state of the law with a view to an
extension of the county franchise in Ireland.

I commit to your deliberate consideration the
various important questions of public policy which
will necessarily come under your review, with full
confidence in your loyalty and Avisdom, and with
an earnest prayer to Almighty God to direct and
favour your efforts to promote the welfare of all
classes of my people.


