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SIR,
Wellesley, off (Vangtong,

March 15, 1841.

1 HAVE again the satisfaction of enclosing the
copy of a letter from Captain Herbert, of the Cal-
liope, detailing another well-executed attack on the
only remaining fort protecting the approaches to the
city of Canton.

This fort is situate about ten miles from the an-
chorage at Whampoa, up a narrow and intricate
channel, which ends in the broadway or Macao pas-
sage from Canton.

The enemy were devoting their whole attention
to the strengthening the defences of this post, and
had rendered it one of the best which have been
encountered. I am, therefore, happy that it is in
our possession. Captain Herbert has thrown a suf-
ficient garrison into it, protected also by a division
of, the flotilla, and the Modeste, and it is in our
hands an important position. The city is conse-
quently menaced above and below, and is completely
at our mercy, but nothing seems to affect the minds
of the arrogant Mandarins, who still talk of exter-
minating us, while their people fly before us; they
are undoubtedly preparing fire vessels up the river,
of which I hope to give a good account in a few
days. Captain Herbert has been ably supported by
Captains Bethune and Kuper, Commanders Barlow,
Eyres, Giffard, Anson, Clarke, and Belcher, together
with their officers' and ships' companys. My best
thanks are due to them for the gallantry and per-
severance with which they conquer the difficulties
and harass of river and flotilla sei vice.

I have the honour, &c.

(Signed) J. J. GORDON BREMER,
Commodore First Class, and

Commander in-Chief.

R. More O'Ferrall, ESQ. M. P,
#c. &c. <S?c. Admiralty.

Copy,

Fort, two miles above Canton, near the entrance
to the Macao Passage, March 13, 18 i 1.

SIR,
IN conformity Avith your orders of the 12th in-

•stant, and having waited twenty-four hours after the
arrival of the last chop delivered, and seeing nothing
of a pacific nature on the part of the Chinese, I
proceeded with the force under the officers named in
the-margin,* to the fort and rafts mounting twenty-
'two guns, with eight small ones laid in a sand bank,
planking the rafts, strongly posted arid well .con-
structed near the Canton entrance of the Macao
Passage; at about five P.M. commenced the at-
tack, and carried the whole ot the enemy's works in
(about half an hour, the Chinese keeping up a well,
direct, and animated fire 'till our forces were under
the walls, and in the act of storming, when they
gave way and fled in all 'directions, thus leaving us,
.B9W the only remaining protection of their city, in

* By the sutyoined lists.

No. 19987. B

our hands, giving Her Majesty's forces the command
of the river above and below it, and to depend upon
its mercy for its daily subsistence.

The boats I placed under the direction of Captain
Bethune, to whom I am much indebted for the
steady manner in which they were brought to the
attack; and also to Captain Kuper; Commanders
Barlow, Gifford, Anson, and Clark, who volunteered
their services, and the assistance they gave through-
out the affair; much credit is due to Commander
Belcher, for his zeal in trying to get the Sulphur up
this intricate channel; and to Commander Eyres,
whose ship was brought to an excellent and effective
position, within about six hundred yards of the fort,
towed by the Madagascar, piloted by that very skil-
ful and highly meritorious officer, Lieutenant Collin-
son ; Mr. Dicey, trie-Commander of the Madagascar,
also calls for my highest commendation ; as well as
Lieutenant Foulis, Madras Artillery, for the mariner
in which he managed his guns. The Royal Marines,
under the orders of Lieutenant Stransham, assisted
by Lieutenants Hewitt, Marriott, and Palkinghome;
who acquitted themselves on the occasion as that
gallant corps is always in the habit of doing. The
loss to the Chinese I have not yet been able to ascer-
tain ; several were found dead in and near the fort.
Our own casualties, as far as I can learn, do not ex-
ceed three wounded.

I have the honour to be, &c.
(Signed) T. HERBERT, Captain, .

Commodore Sir J. J, Bremer, K.C. B.., K.C.H.
Commander in Chief.

P.S. By the next conreyance., I shall send you the
plan, &c.

Calliope.—Lieutenants Watson, Tindall, and D'Eyn- .
court; Mesws. Daley, Rivers, St. Leger, Le .
Vescount, and Egerton, Mates; Mr-. Meynel,
Midshipman,; Mr. Robert Butler, Assistant-
Surgeon,

Conway. — Lieutenants Beadon and Coryton; Mr,
Johnson, Master; Messrs. Chas. Reed and
Toumour-, Mates; Captain Moore and Mr. Gabbett,
Madras artillery, Volunteers.

Alligator. - Lieutenants Stewart and Bremer (Act*
ing); Mr. Woolcombe, Mate; Mr. Swinburne,
Midshipman.

Herald. - Lieutenants Dewes and Strattell (both
Acting); Mr. Cater,, Mate.; Mr, Comber, Mid-
shipman.

Hyacinth:—Lieutenant Morshead^ Mr. Drake,
Mate,

Nimrod.—Lieutenant Williams ; Messrs. Walter
Kendall and Thomas Purver, Mates ; Mr. Charits
Scott, Volnnveer.

Modeste.—Lieutenant Henry Shute ; Messrs. Fitz-
gerald and W. A. R. Pearse, Mates ; Mr. Edward
F. Dent, Midshipman,; Mr. H. C. Croitou, Vo-
lunteer.

Pylades.—Lieutenant Hay; Mr. Nosworthy, Master j
Mr. Jefferies, Mate. .

Cruizer.—Lieutenant Ilaskollj Mr. R-. L. Bryan,
M-ate.


