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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 30, 1839.

India Board, October 30, 1839.

ISPATCHES have been received at the East

India-honse, from the Governor General of
India, dated at Simla, the 22d of August 1839; and
from the Governor in Council of Bombay, dated
the 12th of September; of which -the following are
extracts:

From the Governor General.

I FORWARD, with feelings of the highest satis-
faction, the intelligence of the storm and capture of
the important fortress of Ghuznee, by the British
army, under the command of his Excellency Lieu-
tenant-General Sir John Keane.

The judgment, skill, and gallantry by which this
great success was accomplished, is most honourable
to the brave men of all ranks engaged in the action ;
and I cannot doubt, that their conduct will be
honourably and warmly ucknowledged.

/

From Lieutenant-General Sir John Keane to the
Governor-General of India, dated Head Quarters,
Camp, Ghuznee, July 24, 1839.

I have the satisfaction to acquaint your Lordship
that the army under my command have succeeded
in performing one of the most brilliant acts it has
ever been my lot to witness, during my service of
forty five vears, in the four quarters of the globe,
in the capture, by storm, of the strong and impor-
tant fortress and citadel of Ghuznee, yesterday.

It is not only that the Afghan nation, and I under-
stand, Asia generally, have looked upon it as im-
preguable, but it is in reality a place of great
gtrength, both by nature and art, far more so than

I had reason to suppose from any descriptions that
I had received of it, although some are from Officers -
in our own service, who had seem it in their
travels.

I was surprised to find a high rampart in good
repair, built on a scarped mound, about thirty-five
high, flanked by numerous towers, and surrounded
by a fausse braie’ and a wet ditch, whilst the height
of the citadel covered the interior from the com-
manding fire of the hills from the north, rendering it
nugatory. In addition to this, scréen walls had
been built before the gates, the ditch was filled with
water, and unfordable, and an outswork built on the
right bank of the river, so as to command the bed
of it.

It is, therefore, the more honourable to the
troops, and must appear to the enemy out of all
calcnlation extraordinary, that a fortress and citadel,
to the strength of which, for the last thirty years,
they had been adding something each year, and
which had a garrison of three thousand five hundred
Afghan soldiers, commanded by Prince Mahomed
Hyder, the son of Dost Mahomed Khan, the Ruler
of the country, with a commanding number of guns,
and abundance of ammumition and other stores, pro-
visions, &c. for a regular siege, should have been
taken by British science and Biitish valour, in less
than two hours from the time the attack was made ;
and the whole, inclnding the Governor and garrison,
should fall into our hands.

My dispatch of the 20th instant, from Nanee,
will bave made known to your Lordship, that the
camps of His Majesty Shah Shooja-ool Moolk,
and of Major-General Willshire with the Bombay
troops, had there joined me, in accordance with my”
desire ; and the following merning we made our



13

2046

march of twelve miles to. Ghuznee, the line of march
being over a fine plain; “the. troops, weré. Hisposed in
a manner that would have enabled me at any moment |
had we been attacked, .as was prohable from the
large bodies of:troops movmg on each side. of ug, to
have placed them in position to receive. the enemy. s,

thev did not, however, appear, but on nur-coming. | .

within range of the guns of the citadel and fortress
of Ghuznee, a sharp cannonade was opened on our
leadmg column, together with'a heavy fire of mus-
qitetiy” from behind* garden‘ walls, and teriporary
field w0rks ‘thrown up, as well as the strong Qut-
work “T'have: already alluded’ to, which cominnded [
the bed of the river. From all but the out-work,
the enemy were driven .in, under, the walls of the
fort in a spirited mianner. by. parties, thrown for-
ward by Major-General Sir Willonghby Cotton,

_of the 16th and 48th Bengal Native Infantrv, and

Her Mawst) s 13th Light Infantry, under Bri

gadier Sale. I ordeved forward, three. troops of,
horse artil'ery, the camel; battersg, and, one . foot
battery to open upon the citadel and fortress
by. throwing.Shrapnell. shells, which. was. done in a
masterly style, under the direction of Brigadier Ste-
venson ; my object in this was, to make the enemy
show their strength, in guns, and in ‘other respecis,

which completely succeded; and our shells must have
done great execution, and occasioned great couster-
nation. Being perfectly satisfied on the. point-of
their strength, in the course of half an hour, I ordered
the fire to cease, and placed the troops in bivouac.

A, close, reconnoissance - of the place all mund, was
t}len undertdkeu bv Capt‘am ’lhomson, thq Chief En-
g;qeqr, ‘and Qaptam Peit, of the Bombay‘ Engmet;rs

accompanied by Major Garden, the Deputy Quarter-
master; General of the Bengal, Army, suppmted by a
st.rong party of Her ‘Majesty.s, 1641, langers, and one
from,Her Majesty’s 13th light infanty. On,this party

a, steady fire. was, kept. up, and,some, casgames ocy

. (.qrred Captam Thomson's repnrt Wag.very, clear
‘ he,found the fortifications equ: |lly,str0nv all; ronnd

.and,as my qwn opinion, coincided ,with hxs, Idid, not

hﬁsnate a, mnment as to the manner in, w) hlch ,our
prpac‘m ard. a:tack uj 01 the. place should be made

o D \omlth%tandmg the march the, tl’oops had. per-
“formed in the mornmg, and. their having been

. was mtended from  without.
,hhan, the eldest son of Dost Mahomed Khan, had,

a_ considerable time engaged . with the enemy,
I ordered. the whole to, move across the river’
(whlch runs, ‘close under- Lh«, fort walls) in co-
lAlmns to. the right and Ieft of the tmvn, and.they
were placed.in pos.tlon on the. north side on. mare
commaudlmr glound and. securing, the, “Gabool.road

1 had mformatlon that a night attack upon th: camp
Mahomed szul

' bem sent by his father with,a strong. bady of troops,

from Labool to the brother's. assistance at Ghuznee,

,‘angl was. encamped outside the walls, but abandoned

-hls posmon on our approach, keepinyg,

however, at‘
the distance of a few wiles from us. 5 'J he two rebel
chiefs of the Ghilzye tribe, men of great. influence,
~iz:;, Abdoo!, Rhuiman and Gool Mahomed. Khan,
had |omud him with one thousand five: hundred
horse, and also. a bodv of ‘about three t.lou:.aud
(Jhazees, frqm v/ elnat under a mmture of
cl;lefs and inool]ahs. carrymg banners, and who

‘had. been assembled on the cry-of a rehglous war. In,

short we were in all directions surrounded by

enemies. These last actually came down the hills
‘on the 22d, and attacked the part of the camp oc-
ccupied by His Majesty Shah Shooja and his own

[troops, but were driven back with considerable loss,
angd: banners taken.

At day light on the 22d, I reconneitered Ghuznee,
in company with the Chief Engineer and the Bri-
gadier commanding the Arullery, with the Adjutant
and Quartermaster-General of the Bengal army, for
the purpose of making all arrangements s for carryng
the. place by storm, and these were completed in the
course of the day. Instead of the tedivus process of
_breaching (for which we were ill prepared), Captain
“'Fhomson undertook, with the assistance of Captain
Peat, of the. Bombay Engineers, Lieutenants Durand
and Macleod of the Bengal Engineers, and other
officers under him (Captain Themson), to blow in
the Cabool- gate (the weakest point) with gunpowder;
and so much faith did [ place on the success of this

v(:perablon, that my plans for the assanlt were imme-
diately laid down, and the orders given.

. The different troops. of. horse artillery,. the camel
and foot batteries moved off their ground at twelve
o'clock that night, without the slightest noise, as had
"been’ directed, and ‘in the. most correct manner
took up the position asmgned them, about two
hundred and fifty yards from the walls. In like manuer,
and. with. the same silence, the infantry soon after
moved from their ground, and all were at their
post at the proper time. A few minutes belore
three o'clock in. the morning, the explosion took
place, and proved completely successful. Captain
Beat, of the- Bombay engineers, was thrown,down
and stunned:bs it, but shortlv atterwards recoyered his
senses. and feeling. On heaiing the advance-sounded
.by the bugles. (being the signalfor the gate having
heen’ b]own in), the artillery; upder the able.direg-
tions of Brigadier Stevensou, consisting of, (,apta;n
Grant's troop of Bengal harse artillery, the camel
battery, under Captain Abbott, both superintended
by "Major Pew; Captains. Martin and Cotgrave's
troop of Bombay horse artillery, and.Captain Lloyd:s
hattery of Bombay foot artillery, all opened a  territic
fire ‘npon the citadel and ramparts.of - the, fort, and
in a certain degree paralyzed the enemy.

Under the guidance of: Captain 'Chomson, of' the _
Bengal Engmeers the chief: of the department,
Colonel Dennie, of Her Majesty's [3th light ip-
fantry, cmnmandmg the advance, consisting of. the
light companies of. Her Majesty’s.2d. and l/th foot,
and of the Bengal Eumpean regiment, with one
company of Her Majesty's 13th light infantry, pro-
ceeded to the gate, and with. great difliculty, from
the rubbish thrown down, and the determmined op-
position offered by the enemy, effected an euntrance,
and established themselves within the gateway,
closely followed by the nain column, led in a spirit
of great gallantry by Brigadier Sale, to whom 1°had
entrusted the important post of commanding the
storming party. consisting (with the advance above
mentioned) of Her Majesty’s 2d foot, under Major
Carruthers, the Bengal Huropean regiment, under
Licutenant Colonel Orchard, followed by Her Ma-
jestv's 13th light infantry, under Major Tronson,
and Her 1 \la]esty s 17th regiment, under Lieutenant
Lolqpe,l_,C;oker, The strucq,le within the fort was

3
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desperate for a eonsidérable timg, -Tn addition fo
thé heavy firé kept 0p, our troops were assailed by
the enemv sword in hand, and with daggers, pistols.
&c. bat British courags, perseverance, and fortitnd:
overcame all uppositon ; and the fire of the enemvy
in the lover area of the fort, being nearlv silenced,
Brizadier Sale turned towards the citadel, from

which could now be seen men abandoning their
guns rvunning in all diregtions, throwing themselves
down front immense heights, eandeavouring to miske
their escape, and on reaching the gate with Heor
Majestv's 17th, wnder Lieutenant Colunel Croker,
followed hy the 13th, forged it open; at five o'clock in
themorningthe colours of Her Majesty’s 13thand 17th
were pldme d on the citadel of Ghuziee, amidst the
cheers of all ranks. Instant protection was granted
to the wonen found in the citadel (ainong whom
were those of Mahoured Hyder, theé Governor), and
sentries placed over the ihagazine for its security:
Brigadier sale réports Kaving teceived much . nssist-
&nceé from Caplain Keérshaw; of Her Ma]eﬁtys 13th
light infantry, throughoiit the whole of the service of
the stormin

Mqidr;Géneral Sit Willotighby Cotton executed,
ifi & fmanner much to My saiisfaction; the orders he
had received. The Mdjor General folleived closely
the assaulting party into the fort with the reserve,
nawely, Brigadier Roberts with the ouly available
fegiment of “his brigade, the 35th native infantry,
undet Lieutenant Colonel Monteath; part of Briga-
dier Sale's brizade, the 16th pative infantry, under
Major Maclaren, and 48th native infantry, vn-
der. Lieutenant-Colonel Wheeler, and they im-
inediately occiipied the ramparts, putting “dowa
opposition wheinever they niet any, and making pn~
soners, until the place was completely in our posses-
sfod. A desultory fire was kept up in the to6wn long
dfter the citadel was 0 dur hands, fromr those who
had taken shelter in houses, and in desperation kept.
firing on all that approached them. In this way
several of our men were wounded, and some
Kitled ; but the aggressors paid dearly for their bad
conduct. in not surrendenng whien the placé was com-

pletely oars. I must bot omit fo mention that three
compames of the 35th native infantry, under Capiain
Hay, ordered to the south side of the foit to begin
with a false attack, to atiract-attention to' that side,
perforrned that service at the proper time, and greatly
to my satisfaction.

-As we were threatened with an attack for the relief
of the garrison, } ordéred the 19th Bombay native
infantiy, uider the conimand of Lieutenant Colonel
Stalker, to guard the Cabool road, and to be in sup-
porb-ot‘ thie cavalry division. “This might have proved
an important position to occupy, but as' it was, no
enemy: appeared.

The. cavalry division under MaJor General Thack-
well, in addition to watchmg the approach of an.
enemy, had directions to surround Ghuznee, and to:
sweep the plain, preventing the escape of the runaways’
from the garrison: . Brigadier Arnold’s brigade: (the:
Bngad!er himself, I deeply regret to say, was labour-
ing under very severe 1llness,hnvmgshortly before burst
a blood. vessel: internally, which rendered it \vholly
nnpossnble for him teo>mount: a horse. that day), con-"
sisting of Her Majesty’s 16th lancers, under Lieute~
nant Colonel Persse’ iometititily cominanding: -die

A2

Brizade, and Major. M‘anell “the . jutilor: Major of
thi |eg1ment (the semior Major of the [6th lancem.

“fajor Cuareton, ao officer of gréac merit, baing ac-
tively engaged in the execution of his duties as Kssxst-
ant Adjutant General to the cavalry division), the ond
cavalry under Major wlter, and the 3rd nnder Lied-
tenant Colonel Smith, were ordered to watch the
so.th and west Sides.  Brigadier Scott's brigade was
placed on the Cabool roud, consisting of Her Ma:

Jesiy’s 4th light d-zgoons under M ar Duly, and of
1thé Ist Bombay cavalry under Lieutenant Col:ncl

sandwith; 1o watch the north and east sides. ‘L'his
daty was performed in a manper greatly to my satis-
faction. )

After the storming, and that quiet wes in some
degree restored within, I conducted His Majesty
Shah Shoaja col Mm»lk and the British envoy and
minister Mr. Macnaghten round the citadel; and a
great part of the fortress.. The king was perfect.lv
astonished 4t our having made ourselvés masteis of
& pluce tonceived to be impreguable, when defended,
in the short space of two hours, and in less lhan jorlv
eight Liours after we came before it. His,- Ma}cs 34
was of course greatly dehghted at the result; When
I afterwards; in the course of the day, took M ahomx»
Hydér Khan, the Governor, first to the Brilish
Mlmster, and then to the King to make his submis<’
sion, I informed His Maiesty that I had mads &
proinise that his life should not be. touched, and the
King in very handsome terms asseuted, and informed
Mahomed Hyder in my presence, that although lre
and his_ family had beén rebels, yet he was mllmg
to forget and forgive all,

Pm wce Mahomed Hvder the Governor of Ghuznee,
is a prisuner of war in. my camp, and under the sur-
veillance of Sir Alexander Burnes, an arrangement
very agféeable to the former.

Fion Major Géneral Sir Willoughby Cotwn,
commanding the first infantsy division (of theé
Bengal arniy) I have invariably recel\ed the strongett
suppoit, and on this. occasion ‘his-exertions were
manifest in support of the honour of the profession
and of our country.

I bave hkewlse at all umes feceived ablé assxstancé
from Ma;or-General Wlllshlre,\commandmg the ?d
lnfantry division of the Bombay army, which it was
found expe(hent on’ that dav fo break up, s6me for
the stormmg party, and gome for other duties ; e
Ma)or-General as divécted, was in atten(fance oxh
myself.

To Brigadier.Sale- I feel deeply mdebted fot the
gallant and soldier-like wanner in whxch he €OR~
ducted the responsible-and ardupus duty intristed to
him i command of . the stormmg party, arid for the
arrangements he made: in the citadel 1mmed1ate]’
after taking possess;on -ofit-3 the' sabre wound which
'he received in the face did not prevent his'continuing
to direct: his: column until everythmg was secure;:and
I am happy in the opportunity of bnngmg{o Jyaur
Lordship'smotice the excellent conduct of Bngadmr
Sale on this occaswn.

.

Brigadier Stevensom, in command of zhexartil!‘ n{

rwas-all-E.could wish ; .and- he .reports._ that Bng e

‘Majors-Backhousé'.and- Goghlan ably ; assxsted b
.his arrangements were goad; and- the :execution doné
by the arm he commands, svas such a8 cannst be
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forgotten by those of the efiemy who have witnessed
and survived it, ’

- To Brigadier Roberts, to Colonel Dennie, who
commanded the advance, and to the different officers
commanding regiments already mentioned, as well as
to the other officers and gallant soldiers under them,

who so nobly maintained the honour and reputation

of our country > my best a\.knowledgements are
due.

“To Captain Thomson, of the Bengal engineers,

the chief of the departiment with me, much of the
credit of the success of this brilliant coup-de-main
is due. A place of the same strength, and by such
simple means as this highly talented and scientific
officer recommended to be tried, has perhaps never
before been taken, and I feel I cannot do sufficient
. justice to Captain Thomson's merits for his” eonduct
throughout. In the execution he was ably supported
by the officers already mentioned; and so cager were
the other officers of the engincers of both presi-
dencies for the honour of carryins the powder bags,
that the point could only be d:cided by seniority,
which shews the fine feehng by which they were
animated.

1 must now inform your LOl‘dShlP that since I
joined the Bengal column in the valley of Shawl,
I have continued my march with it in the advance,
and it has been my good fortune to have had the
assistance of two most efficient Staff Officers, in

- Mujor Craigie, Deputy Adjutant-General, and Major

Garden, Deputy Quarter master General. It is but
justice to those officers that I should state to your
Lordship the high  satisfaction -1 have derived from
the manner in which all their duties have been per-
formed up to thisday, and that I look upon them as
promising officers to fili the higher ranks. Lo the
other officers of both depdrtments I am also much
indebted for the correct performance of all dulies
appertamur—r to their sitnations.

To Major Keith,the Deputy Adjutant General, and
Major Campbell, the Deputy Quarter master General
of the Bombay army, and to all the other officers of
both departmems under them, - ‘my acknowledgments
are also due, for the wanner in which their duties
have been performed during this campaign.

Captain Alexander, commanding the 4th Bengal
local horse, and Major Cunningham, commanding
the Poona auxillary horse, with the men under their
orders, have been of essential service to the army in
this campaign. . ,

The arrangements made by Superintending
Surgeons Kennedv and Atkinson, previous to the
‘storming, for affording assistance and comnfort to the

- wounded, met with my approval.

Major Larsons, the Deputy Commissary- General
+ in charge of the departnient in the field, has been
unremitting in his attention to keep the troops
supplied, although much difficulty is experienced,
and he is occasionally thwarted by the nature of the
country and its inhabitants.

I have througliont this service received the utmost
assistance 1 could derive from Lieutenant-Colonel
‘MacDonald, my officiating Military Secretary, and
Deputy AdJutant,—(:eneraI of Her Majesty’s Forces

‘at Bombay, from Captain Powell, my Persian In-
‘terpreter, and the’ ot.her officers of my personal

Staft,

The nature of the country in which we are serving,
prevents the possibilty of my sending a single Staff
officer to deliver this to your Lorc-hip, otherwise I
should have asked my Aid-de-Camp, Lieutenant
Keaue, to proceed to Simla, to deliver this dispatch
into your hands, and to have afforded any further in-
formation that your Lordship could have desired.

The brilliaut triumph we have obtained, the cool
courage displayed, and the gallant bearing of the
troops I have tiie honour to comnfand, will have
taught such a lesson to our enemies in the Afghan
nation, as will make them hereafter respect the nawme
of & British soldier.

Qur loss is* wondetfully small censidering the
occasion ; the casualties in killed and wounded
atpount to about twe handred.

The loss of the enewy is immense, we have already
buried of their dead wearly five hundred, together
with an immense number of horses.

I enclose a list of the kiiled, wounded, and miss-
ing. I am happy to say that although the wounds
of some of the officers are severe, they are-all doing
well. -

1t is my intention, after selecting a garrison for
this place and establishing a general hosplta] to con~

tinae my march to Cabool fortnwnu

List of Killed, HWounded, and Missing in the Army
under the Command of Lieutenuant- General Sir
John Keane, before Ghuznee, on the 215t July
1839.

'| 2d Troop Rengal Horse Artillery—3 horses wounded.

3d Traop Bowmbay Horse Artillery-—2 rank and
" file, 2 horses, wounded.

4th Troop Bombay Horse Artillery - 1 horse killed.

2d Regt. Bengal Cavalrv—1 horse killed; 1 rank
and file wounded.

4th Bengal Local Horse —1 rank and file, 1 horse,
missing-

H. M. 13th Light Infantry-l rank and file killed.
16th Bengal Native Infantry —1 captain wounded.
48th Bengal Native Infantry—1 lieutenant, 2 rank
and tile, wounded.
Total Killed —1 rank and file, 2 horses.
Total Wounded—1 captain, 1 lieutenant, 5 rank
and file, 6 horses.
Total Missing—1 rank and file, 1 horse.

Names of Officers v ounded.
Captain Graves, 16th Dengal native

severely.
Lieutenant Vanhoiorigh, 48th Bengal ‘native in-

fantry, slighily.
R. MACDONALD, Lieut. Col. Military
Secretary, and Deputy Adjutant-General,
Her Majesty's Forces Bomb.w

infantry,

List of Killed, Wounded, und Missing in the Army
under the Command of Lieutenant- General Sir
John Keane, G.C. B. and G. C. H. in the 1ssault
and Capture of the Fortress und Citadel of
Ghuznee, on the 23d July 1839.

Geueral Sla&'-—l calonel, 1 major, wounded,



’

2049

3& Troop Bombay Horse Artillery—1 rank and file
wounded. T

4th Troop Bombay Horse Artillery—1 rank and file,
1 horse, wounded.

Bengal Engineers—3 rank and file killed ;
and file wounded ; 1 rank and file niissing.

Bombav Engineers -1 lientenant, 1 rank and file,
wounded.

2d Bengal Light Cavalry—1 rank and file wounded.
1st Bombay Light Cavalry—1 bavildar killed;

5 rank and file, 7 horses, wounded.

H. M. 2d Foot (or Queen’s Royal)—4 rank and
file killed; 2 captains, 4 lieutenants, 1 serjeant,

- 26 rank and filz, wounded.

H. M. 13th Light Infaniry—1 rank and file killed ;
3 serjeants, 27 rank and file, wounded.

H. M. 17th Foot ~ 6 rank and file wounded.

Bengal European Regiment—1 rank and file killed ;
1 lieutenant-colonel, 1 major, 2 captains, 4 lien-
tenants, 1 ensign, 1 serjeant, 51 rank and file,
wounded.

16th Bengal Native Infantry—1 havildar, 6 rank
and file, wounded.

35th Bengal Native Infantry—5 rank and file killed;
1 havildar, 8 rank and file, wounded.

48:h Bengsl Native Infantry—2 havildars killed ;
5 rauk and fle wounded.

2 rank

Total Killed—3 serjeants or havildars, 14 rank
an! file.

T ote.t Wounded—1 colonel, 1 lieutenant-colonel,
2 majors, 4 captains, 8 lieutenants; 2 en-
signs, 7 serjeants or havildars, 140 rank and
ile, 8 horses.

Total Missing—1 rank and file.

Grand Total, on the 2l1st and 2'¥d July,
Killed, \Vounded,and Missing—191 officers
and men, 16 horses.

Names of QOfficers killed, wounded, and missing.

General Staff—Brigadier Sale, H. M. 13th Light
Infantry, slightly ; Major Parsons, Deputy Com-
missary-General, slightly.

Bombay Engineers —Second Lieutenant Marriott,

. slightly.

H. M. 2d Foot (or Queen’s Royal) —Captain Raitt;

. slightly ; Captain Robinson, severely ; Lieutenant
Yonge, severely; Lieutenant Stisted, slightly ;
Adjutant Sinnons, slightly ; Quartermaster Had-
ley, slightly.

Bengal Luropean Regiment— Lieutenant-Colonel
Orchard, slightly ; Major Warren, severely ; Cap-

- tain Hay, slightly; Captain Taylor, slightly;
Lieutenant Broadfoot, slightly; Lieutenant kiasle-

- wood, severely ; Lieutenant Fagan, slightly; Lieu-
tenant Magnay, slightly; Ensign Jacob, slightly.

R. MACDONALD, Lieut. Col. WMilitary
Secretary, and Deputy Adjutant-General,
Her Majesty’s Forces Bombay.

Head Quarters, Camp Ghuznee, 23rd July 1839.
GENERAL ORDER,

By his Excellency Lieutenant-General Sir John
Keane, Commander in Chief of the army of the In-
‘dus: .

Lieutenant-General Sir John Keane most heartily
congratulates the army he has the honor to command
on the signal triumph they have this day obtained in
the capturc by storm of the strong and important
fortress of Ghuznee. His Excellency feels that he can
hardly do justice to the gallantry of the troops.

The scientific and suceessful manner in which the
Cabool gate (of great strength) was blown up by
Captain Thomson, of the Bengal engineers, the chief
of that department with this army, in which he re=
ports. having been most ably assisted by Captain
Peat, of the Bombay engineers, and Lieutenants
Durand and Macleod of the Bengal engineers, in
the daring and dangerous enterprize of laying down
powder in the face of the enemy, and the strong fire
kept npon them, reflects the highest credit on their
skill and cool courage ; and his Excellency begs Cap-
tain Thomson, and officers named, will accept his
cordial thanks. His acknowledgments are also due
to the other officers of engineers of both Presi-
dencies, and to the valuable corps of sappers and
miners under them. I'his opening having been
made, although it was a difficult one to enter by,
from the rubbish in the way, the leading column,in
a spirit of true gallantry, direcied and led by Briga-
dier Sale, gained a footinyg inside the fortress, although
opposed by the Afghan soldiers in verygreat strength,
and in the most desperate manner, with every kind
of weapon. ‘

The advance under Lieutenant.Colonel Dennie, of
Her Majesty’s 13th, consisted of the light compa-
nies of Her Majesty’'s 2nd and 17th, and of the
Bengal European regiment, with one company of
Her Mdjesty’s 13th, and the leading column, con-
sisted of Her Majesty's 2nd Queen’s, under Major
Carruthers, and the Bengal Europesn regiment under
Lieutenant-Colouel Orchard, followed by Her Ma-
jesty's 13th light infantry, as they collected from
the duty of skirmishing, which they were directed to
begin with, and by Her Majesty’s 17th, under Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Crolker.

To all these officers, and to the other officers and
gallant soldiers under their orders, his Excellency's
best thanks are tendered, but in particu:ar, he feels
decply indebted to Brigadier Sale for the manner in
which he conducted the arduous duty intrusted to
him in command of the storming party.. His Ex-
cellency will not fail to bring it to the notice of his
Lordship the Governor-General, and he irusts the
wound which Brigadier Sale hus received, is not
of that severe nature long to deprive this army of his
services. Brigadier Sale reports that Captain Ker-
shaw of Her Majesty's 13th light infantry, rendered
important assistance to him, and to the service, in the
storming.

Sir John Keane was happy, on this proud occa-
sion, to have the assistance of his old comrade
Major General Sir Willoughby Cotton, who, in com-
mand of the reserve, ably executed the instructions
he had received, and was at the gate ready to enter
after the storming party had established themselves
inside, when he woved througu to sweep the ram-
parts, and to complete the subjugati-n ot the place,
with the 16th Bengal Native Infantry wader Major
Maclaren, Brigadier Roberts with the 35th Native

Infantry under Lieutenant Colonel Monteath, and the
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48k natlve Infantry under Lieutenant Colonel
Wheeler, His arrangéments afterwards, in continna-
tion of thase Brigadier Sale had made, for the se-
curity of the magazine wnd other public stores, were
such as met his Excellzncy's high approval.

The Commander in Chief acknowledges the
services rendered by Captain Hay, of the 35th native
nfantry, in command of three companies of that
regiment sent to the south side of the fortress to
begin with a false attack, aud which was executed
at the proper time, and in a manner highly satis-
fictorv to his Excellency. ;

Nothing could be wmore judicious thag the manner
in which Brigadier Stevenson placed the artillery in
position.  Captain Grant's troop of Hengal artillery, .
and" camel ‘battery under Caprain Abbote, bo:h
superintended bv Major Pew, the two treops of
B‘thay horse artillery, commanded by Captains
Martin and Cotgzrave, and Captain Lloyd's hattery of
Bombay foot artillery, all opened upon the citadel
and fortress in a manner which shook the enemy;
and did such exccution as completely to paralyze and
té strike terror into themi, and his Excellency begs
Brigadler Stevenson; the officers and men of that
arm, will accept his thanks for their good service.

_"I‘he ich reg‘imeni: Bombay native infénii‘y. under
the command of Lieutenant Coloncl Sialker, having

been placed in position to watch any enemy that hight |

appear oii the Cabool raad, or approath to dttack the
cap, had an important post sssigned ta thém, al-
thoigh, as it happeniéd, no énemy made an attick
upon them. . .

In sieges and stormings, it does not fall to the lot
of cavalry to bear the same conspicuous part as.
to. the other two arms of the profession; on this occa-

sion Sir John Keane is happy to have an opportunity |
of thanking Major Thackwell, and the officers and |
- drawn.

men of the cavdlry divisions under his orders, for
having successfully executed the direét.ions: given, to
sweep the plain and to intercept fugitives of the enemy
attempftinig to escape from the fort, in anv- direction
aroiind it; and, had an enemy appeared, for the relief

of the place dufing the storming, his Excellency is |
' ' Kitla Hazee. - .

fully satisfied that the different regiments of this fine

arm would have distinguished themselves, and that | .
. ' both Eiropéan'and Native, has, his Excellencystites,
Major General Willshire’s division having béen ' been admirable-thioughout, and that notwithstanding

the oppoitunity alone was wanting.

broken up for the day, to. be distributed as it was, the

Major General was desired.to be in attendance Upon | fered nothing, and the opportunity afforded them. at

the Commander in Chief. To him and to the officers of
the Adjutant and Quartermaster Gengl‘al’s department
of:the Bengal and Bombay, ary, his Excellency re-
turns his warmest thanks for the assistance they, have
afforded him. - . '

‘The. Gommander in Chief feels, and in which féel-
ing he.is sure he will:be;joined by the troops com-
posing the agmy of the Indus; that after the long and
harrassing - marches they have had, and the privations
they. have endured, this glorious achievement, and
the; brilliant manner in which the. troops. have met
and; gonguered. their enemy,, reward them. for. it all,
His Excellency. will, only; add; no.army that has ever
baén, engaged ‘in a eampaign déserves more, credit

_ thn: that:which he:has: the honour. to command, for

patient; ordeérly, and - correct conduct, under-all cir-

cumstanges, and Bir John Weana fs prond to have
the opportyvity of thus publicly ack nowledging it.
By order of his Excelleney, Lieutermnt.-(ieneral.
Sir JOUN KEAVAE, Commander in- Chief of
the army of the Indus,
R. MACDONALD, Lieut.-Colonel, Military.
Seeretary, and Deputy Adjut,-Gen. Her
Majesty's Forces, Bouibay, ”

From the Governor in Council at Bombay:

WE have the highest gratification in forward-
ing copies of the wwo letters from his Excel-
lency Sir John Keene, ddted the 3rd and 8th
ultimo, in the latter of which communications (writter;
from Cabool) his Excellency states that His Majesty.
Shah Shooja-ool-Moolk entered his gapital on the
preceding afternoon without appasition, accompanied
by himself, Mr, Macnaghten the British Envoy and
Minister at His Majesty’s Court, the gentlemen of the
mission, and the general and staft officers of the army
of the Indus, escorted by squadrons of Her Majesty's
4th light dragoons and 16th lancers; and a troop- of
horse artillery, ' ,

It appears that the news of the quick and de-
termined manner in which we took possession of
Ghuznee, completely paralvzed the population of
Cabool, and Dost Mahomed's army ; and that, on
the evening of the 2d ultimo, all his hopes were
terminated by a division in his camyp, and the greater
part of his army abandoning Kim; and finding that
cur army was fast advancing upon him, and that all
opposition with the s]ende‘r force which remained ~
with him would be but useless, Dost Mahomed fled,
and, with such precipitancy, that he lett behind him
his guns with their amnunition and waggons, and
the greater part of the cattle by wiich they were

On the $th ultimo, the encampment of the army

| was about three miles from Cahool to the north

west ; but Sir John Keane states that it. was his
intention to move the camp on the following day to
about five miles west of the city, and between it and

'T'he conduct of the army under Sir John Keane,

the severe marching and privations they bave gdne
thirough, their appearance and discipline. have suf-

Gliuznee of meeting and: conqueriug: their. enemy: has
added greatly to- theitgood’ spirits..

P.S.— Since this- dispatch- was signed, the.actom-
panying leiter from Mr. Maddock, dated the 26th
ltimo; has reached this Government.. .

From T. H. Maddock, Esq, Secretary with the
Governor-General of India, to the Secretary to
thé Govermment of Bombuy, dated: at Sinila,
August 26, 1839.

. Sin, )

I AM desired by the' Right: Homourable ‘the

Governor-Genteral of India: tos forward;, fot the.int

‘formation of the Governor in Council, s copy
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of a notification, this day issued by order of his.
Lordshxp, together with copies of the papers noted

, i the margin.®

I have, &c
.M KDDOCK

Simla, August 26, 1839.

THE Governor-General of India publishes, for
general information, the subjoined copy and extracts
of dispatches from his Excellency the Commander
in Chief of the Army of the Indus, and from the
Envoy and Minister at the Court of His Majesty
Shah Shooja-aol Moolk, announcing the triumphant

- entry of the Shah into Cabool, on the 7th instant.

‘Im issuing this notification the Governor-General
cannot omit the opportunity, of offering to the Officers
and men composing the army of the Indus, and to
the distinguished leader by whom they have been
cordial congratulations of. the
Government, upon. the: happy result of a campaign
which, on the sole occasion when resistance was op-
posed to them, has been gloriously marked by vic-

* tory, and in all the m=any difficulties of which the

character of a British arnw for gallantry, good con-
duct and discipline, has been nobly maintained.

A salute of twenty-one guns will be fired on the |

receipt of this intelligence, at all the pnncnpal stativns
of the army in the three Presidencies.
By order of the Right Honourable the Governor-
General of India,
‘T. H. MADDOCK, Officiating Secretary to
the Government of India with the Governor
General

Lir John Keane, and the
Envoy and Minister at the Court of Shah Shooja,
to the Governor-General of India, dated Head-
Quarters, Camp, Shikurbad, August 3, 1839.

My I{Q,RD,

WE have the honour to acquaint.your Lordship,
that the army marched from Ghuznee, en route to
Cabool, in two columns, on the 30th and 31st uliimo ;
His Majesty Shah Shooja-ool-Moolk with his own
troops formnng part of the second coluinm.

On the arrival of the Commander in Chief with
the first column at Hyder Khail, on the 1st instant,
information reached him, and thc same reached the
Envoy and Minister at Huft Asaya, that Dost Ma-
homed with his army and artillery were advancing
from Cabool, and would probabiy tuke up a position
at Urghundee or Midan, the former twenty-four, the
latter thirty-six, miles from Cabool.  Upen this it
was arranged that His DMajesty, with the second
column, under Major-Generat Willshire, should join
the first column bere, and advance together to at-
tack Dost Mahomed, whose son, Mahowmed Akhbar,
had been recalled from. Jelalabad, with the troops

®* Copy of a letter from his Excellency Lieutenant-General
Sir John Keane, and the Envoy aud Minister to the Court of
Shah Shouja-oal-Moulk, dated 3u August 1839,

Extract from a letter from his Excellency Lieatenant-
Gencral Sir John Kenne, dated 8th August 1839.

Extract from a letter irom the Envey and Minister to the
Courtof Shah Snuocja-vol-Moolk, dated the 9th Auvgust 1837,

\

‘

guarding the Khyber Pags, and had formed a junc-
tion with his father ; “their j Joint forces, actording to
our information, amountmg to about thirteen thou-
sand men.

Every an'angement was made for the King and the
army marching in body from here to-morrow; but.in
the course of the night messengers arrived, and since
(this mormng) a great’ many chiefs and their fol-
lowers, announcing the dissolution of Dost Mako-
med’s army by the refusal of the greater part to ad-
vance against us, with him, and that he had in con-
sequence fled with a party of 300 horsemen in the
direction of Bameean, leavmg his guns behind' him, in
position as they were placed at Urghuvidee.

His Majesty Shah Shooja has sent forward a con-
fidential officer, with whow has been associated Major
Cureton, of Her Majesty’s 16th lancers, taking with

“him a party of 200 men and an officer of am[]ery,

to proceed direct to- take possession of those guts,
and afterwards such other guns and public stores, as
may be found in Cabool and the Bala Hissar, in t.he
name of, and for, His Majesty Shah Shoo;a-ool—
Moolk, and the King's arders will be carried by his
own oﬂicers with thls pa:tv,, for prcservnng the tran-
quillity of the CItV of Cabool:

A strong party has been detached in pursuit of
Dost Mahomed under some of our most active
officets. We continue our march- upon abcul Lo-
morrow, and" will reach it on the third day.

We have, &c.
JOHN KEANE, Licut.-Gen.

Commander in Chlef )

W. H. MACNAGHT EN Envoy and: anster.

Exiraet:from aLetter from.his Ezxcellency. Lieu(enqnt
General Sir John Keane, G. C..B:.and. G.-C:H.,
dated  Head-Quarters, Camp-  Cubool,. Bih
August.1839. ) k I

IT gives me infinite pleasure to be able to address
my dispatch to_your Lordship from this capital, the
vicinity of which His Majesty Shah Shooja-ool-
Moolk, and_the army-under my command, reached
the day befure yesterdav., The King eutered his
capital ‘yesterday afternoon, accompanied by the
British- Envoy and Minister and the genilemen of
the mission, and by myself, the Generals and Staff
Officers of this Army, and escorted by a squadron of
Her Majesty’s 4th light dragoons, and one of Her
Majesty's 1tith lancers, with Captain Martin’s troop
of horse artillery. His Majesty had expressed a
wish that British troops should be present on the
occasion, and a very small party only of his own
Hindoostanee and Afghan troops.  After the
animating scene of traversing the streets, and
reaching the palace in the Bala Hissar, a royal salute
was fired, and an additional salvo, in the Afghan
style from smail guns rescmbling wall pieces, named
ginjalls, and carried on camels. We hcamly con-
gratulated His Majesty on being in possession of
the throne and kingdom of His ancesto:s, and upon
tue overthrow of lus enemies, and after tnkmg leave
of His Majesty, we returned to cur camp.,

I trust we have thus accomplished all the objects
which vour Lordship had in contemplation, when
you planned and formed the Army of the Indus, and’
the expedition into Afghanistan,



The conduct of the Army, beth Eﬁropean and -

Native, which your Lordship did me the honour to

- . place under mv orders, has been adimirable through-

out, and notwithstanding the.severe marching and
privations they have gone through, their ap-
pearance and discipline have suffered nothing, and
the opportunity attorded them at Ghuznee, of meeting
and conquering their enemy, has added greatly to
. their good spirits. =~
. The joint dispatch addressed by Mr. Macnaghten
. and myself to your Lordship, on the 3d instant,
from Shikarbad, will have informed you, that at the
moment we had made every preparation to attack
- (on the following day) Dost Mahomed Khan in his
position at Urghundee, where, after his son, Ma-
homed Akubar, had joined him from Jelalabad, he
_had an army amounting to thirteen thonsand men,
well armed and. appointed, and thirty pieces of ar-
tillery, we suddenly learnt that he abandoned them
all, and fled with a party of horsemen on the road to
_ Bameean, leaving his guns in position as he had placed
them to receive our attack.
) It appears that a great part of his army, which
was hourly becoming disorganised, refused to stand
- by him in the position to receive our attack, and that
it soon became in a state of dissolution. - The great
. bulk inimediately came over to Shah Shooja, ten-
dering their allegiance, and I believe His Majesty
will take most of them into his pay. v
It seems that the news of the quick and deter-
_mined manner in which we took their strong hold,
" Ghuznee, had such an effect upon the population of
Cabool, and perhaps also upon the enemy's ariny,
that Dost Mahomed, from that moment, began to
lose hope of retaining his rule for even a short time
longer, and sent off his family and valuable property
towards Bameean, but marcked out of Cabool with
_his army and attillery, keeping a bold front towards
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us until the evening of the 2d, when all his hopes
were at end by a division in his own camp, and éne
part of his army abandoning him. So precipitate
was his flight, that he left in position his guns,
with their ammunition and waggons, and the greater
part of the cattle by which they were drawn.  Major
Cureton, of Her Majesty’s 16th lancers, with his
party of two hundred men, pushed forward on the
3d, and took possession of those guns, &c. There
were twenty-three brass guns in position loaded,
two more at a little distance, which they attempted
to take away, and since then three more aban-
doned still further off on the Bameean-road, thus
leaving in our possession twenty-eight pieces of can-
nen, with all the materiel belonging te them, which
are now handed over to Shah Shooja-col-Moolk,

Egtract from a Letter from Envoy and Minister
to the Court of Shah Shogja-ool-Moolk,
dated Cabool, .4ugust 9, 1839.

By a letter signed jointly by his Excellency
Licutenant-General Sir John Keane and myself,
dated the 3d instant, the Right Honourable the
Governor-General was apprised of the flight of Dost
Mahomed Khan.

The Ex-chief was not accompanied by any person
of consequence, and his followers are said to have
been. reduced to bélow the number of one hundred
on the day of his departure. In the progress of Shah
Shooja-col-Moolk towards Cabool, His Maiesty'was
joined by every person of rank and influence in the
country, and he made his triumphal entry into the
city on the evening of the 7th instant. His Majesty
has taken up his residence in the Bala Hissar, where
he has required the British Mission to remain for the
present.
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