
1624

VICTORIA. R.
, most seriously and religiously considering
that it is an indispensable duty on Us to be

careful, above all other things, to preserve and ad-
vance the honour and service of Almighty God, and
to discourage and suppress all vice, profaneness,
debauchery, and immorality, which are so highly dis-
pleasing to God, so great a reproach to Our Religion
and Government, and (by means of the frequent
ill examples of the practices thereof) have so fatal a
tendency to the corruption of many of Our loving sub-
jects, otherwise religiously and virtuously disposed,
and which (if" hot timely remedied) may justly draw

"•down the Divine vengeance on Us and Our King-
dom ; We also humbly acknowledging that We cannot
expect the blessing and goodness of Almighty God
(hy wham Kings reign and on which We entirely
toly) to make Our reign happv and prosperous
to Ourself and Our people, without a religious
observance of God's holy laws; to the intent there-
fore, that religion, piety, and good manners may
(ncco.rding to Our -most hearty desire) flourish ar»d
increase under Our Administration and Government,
We ""have thought fit, by the advice of Our Privy
Council, to issue this Our Royal Proclamation, and do
hereby declare Our Royal purpose and resolution to
discountenance and punish all manner of vice, pro-
faneness, and "immorality in all persons, .pf whatsoever
degree or quality, within this Our reahtr, and par-
ticularly in such as are-€iriployed near Our Royal
Person; and that for the encouragement of religion
and morality, We will, upon all occasions, distinguish
persons of piety and virtue by marks of Our Royal
favour; and We do expect and require, that all per-
sons of honour or in place of authority will give
'good example, by their own virtue and piety, and
to their utmost contribute to the discountenancing
persons of dissolute and debauched lives, that they,
being reduced ^y that means to shame and contempt
for their loose and evil actions and behaviour, may
be thereby also enforced the sooner to reform their
ill habits1 and practices, and that the visible dis-
pleasure of good men towards them may .(as far a
it is possible) supply what the laws (probably)
cannot altogether prevent-, and We do hereby strictly
enjoin and prohibit all Our loving subjects, of wha
degree or quality soever, from playing on the Lord's
Day at dice, cai'ds, or any other game whatsoever
cither in public or private houses, or other place o
'places whatsoever; and We do hereby require and
command them, and every of them, decency and re

erently to attend the worship of God on every
Cord's Day, on pain of Our highest displeasure, and
>f being proceeded against with the utmost rigour
,hat may be by law: and for the more effectual.
eforming all such persons who, by reason of their

dissolute lives and conversations, are a scandal to
Our Kingdom, Our further pleasure is, and We--
do hereby strictly charge and command all Our
Judges, Mayors, Sheriffs, Justices of the Peace,
and all other Our Officers and Ministers, both
Ecclesiastical and Civil, and »U other Our subjects
whom it may concern, to be very vigilant and
strict in the discovery and the effectual prosecu-
tion and punishment of all persons who shall be
guilty of excessive drinking, blasphemy, profane
swearing and cursing, lewdness, profanation of
the Lord's Day, or other dissolute, immoral, or
disorderly practices ; and that they take care p.lso
effectually to suppress all public gaming-houses
and places, and other lewd and disorderly houses,
and to put in execution the Statute, made in
the twenty ninth year of the reign of the late
King Charles the Second, intituled " An Act for
" the better observation of the Lord's Day, com-
" monly called Sunday ;'' and also so much of an
Act of Parliament, -made in the ninth year of the
reign of the late King 'William the Third, intituled
" An Act for the more effectual suppressing of
" blasphemy and profaneness,'1 as is now in
force, and all other laws now in ^ force for -the
punishing and suppressing any of the vices afore-
said j and also to suppress and prevent all gaming
whatsoever in public or private houses on the
Lord's Day; and likewise that they take effectual
care to prevent all persons keeping taverns, choco-
late-house?, coffee-houses, or other public houses
whatsoever, from selling wine, chocolate, coffee, ale,
beer, or other liquors, or receiving or permitting guests-
to be or remain in such their houses, in the tune
of Divine Service on the Lord's Day, as they will
answer it to Almighty God, and upon pain of Our
highest displeasure: And, for the more effectual pro-
ceeding herein, We do hereby direct and command
all Our Judges of Assize and Justices of the Peace to
give strict charges at their respective assizes and
sessions for the due prosecution and punishment of
all persons that shall presume to offend in any of .the
kinds aforesaid, and also of all person? that, .con-
trary to their duty, shall be remiss or negligent in
-putting the, said laws in execution, and that they~(fa,
at their respective assizes and quarter sessions of 'the


