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M hitehall, June 20, 1837.

N Tuesday morning, the twentieth of Jund

instant, at twelve minutes past two o'clock,
our late Most Gracious Sovereign King William the
Fourth, expired at His Castle of Windsor, in the
seventy-second year of His .age, and the seventh
year of His reign. 'This event has caused one
universal feeling of regret and sorrow to His late
Majesty’s faithful and attached subjects, to whom
He was endeared by ‘the deep interest in their
welfare” which he invariably manifested, as well as

by the many manly virtues, which marked and

adorned His character.

Upon the intimation of this distressing event,
the Lords of the Privy Council assembled this day,
at Kensingten-palace, and gave orders for pro-
claiming Her present Majesty, who wade a most
gracious declaration to them, and caused all the
Lords and others of the late King's Privy Council,
who were then present, to be swora of Her Majesty's
Privy Council. '

};}g{'f’nm"ms it has pleased Almighty God
to call to His Mercy Our late Sovereign Lord
King H illiam the Fourth, of blessed und glorious
memory, by whose decease the Imperial Crown of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain end Ireland

is solely and rightfully come to the iigh and Mighty

Princess Alexandrina Victoria, saving the rights of
uny issue of His lote Majesty King William the
Fourth which may be borne of Fis late Mujesty's
Conscrt - He, therefore, the Lords Spiritual
and Temporal of this Reulm, being here assisted
with these of His late Majes'y's Privy Council,
with numbers of. others principul Gentlemen of
Qual ty, with the Lord Mauor, Aldermen; and
Citizens of London, do now hercby, with one voice
and consent of tongue and heart, publish and pro-
claim that the High and Mighty Priicess Alexandrina
Victoria is now, by the death of Our’ late Sorereign,
of happy memory, become our oniy Tunful and 1ight-
ful Liege Lady Victoria, by the Grace of Gods

Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Brilain

and Irelaid, Defender of the Fuith, saving as afore-

said.  To whom, saving as aforesaid, we do
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Princess Fictoria,
to reign over us.

day of June one

‘

acknowledge all faith and constant obedience with
all hearty-and humble affection, beseeching God, by
whom Kings and Queens do reign, to bless the Royal

with long and happy years

Given at the Court at Kensington, this twentieth

thousand eight hundred

and thirty-seven.

GOD save the QUEEN,
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T the Court at Kensington, the 20th day
of June 1837, .

PRESENT,
The QUEEN"s Most Excellent Majesty in Council

HER Majesty being this day present in Council,
was pleased to make the following Declara-
tion, viz. )

THE severe and afflicting loss which the Nation
has sustained by the death of His Majesty, my
beloved Uncle, has devolved upon me the duty of
administering the Government of this Empire. This
awful responsibility is impose& upon me so suddenly,
and at so early a period of my life, that I should feel
myself utterly oppiest by thie burthen were I not
sustained by the hope that Divine Providence, which
has called me to this work, will give me strength
for the performance of it, and that 1 shall find in the
purity of my intentions, and in my zeal for the
public welfare, that support and those resources
which usually belong to a more mature age, 2nd to
longer experience. ‘

I place my firm reliance upon thé wisdom of Par-
liament, and upon the loyalty and affection of my
People. I esteem it also a pecaliar advantage, that
T succeed to a Sovereign whose constant regard for the

-} rights and liberties of his Subjects, and whose desire
{ to promote the amelioration of the Laws and In-

stitutions of the Country, have rendered his name
the objeci of general attachment and veneration.

Educated in England, under the tender and en-
lightened care of a most affectionate Mother, I have
learned from my Infancy to respect and love the
Constitution of my Native Country.

It will be my unceasing study to maintain the
Reformed Religion ‘as by Law established, securing
at the same time to all the full enjoymeni of Reli-
gious Liberty ; and Ishall steadily protect the rights,
and promote to the utmost of my power, the hap-
piness and welfare of all classes of my Subjects.

‘Whereupon the Lords of the Council made it
their humble request to Her Majesty, that
Her Majesty's most gracious Declaration to
their Lordships might be made public, which
Her Majesty was pleased to order accord-
ingly. C. C. Greville.
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ER Majesty, at Her first coming into the

- & Council, was this day pleased to declare, that
understanding_ that the Law requires She should,
at Her Accession to the Crown, take and subscribe.
the Oath relating to the Security of the Church of
Scotland, She was now ready to do it this first oppor-
tunity, which Her Majesty was graciously pleased to
do according to the Forms used by the Law of
Scotland, and subscribed two Instruments thereof in
the presence of the Lords of the Council, who
witnessed the same. And Her Majesty was pleased
to order that one of the said Instruments be trans-
mitted to the Court of Session, to be recorded in
the Books of Sederunt, and afterwards to be forth-
with lodged in the Public Register of Scotland, and
that the other of them remain among the Records

| of the Couneil, and be entered in the Council Boaks.
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