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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1832.

COLONIAL DEPARTMENT.
rboiun'mg-Street, February 22, 1832,

following Communication from the Go-
vernor of Jamaica was received at this Office

on Sunday last:
: King's-House, Jamaica,

MY LORD, January 6, 1832.
. I HAVE a painful duty to discharge, in detailing
tt> your Lordship the subtance of accounts I have
received, by which you will learn that an extensive
and destructive insurrection amongst the slaves in
the western district of this island, has followed a
season of unusual sickness and distress, and that I
"have felt myself compelled to resort to the most
active measures, even that of proclaiming martial law,
to arrest the progress of so great a danger.

It was not until Thursday, the 22d ultimo, that
1 received any accounts to excite alarm. The appre-
hensions which appeared to disturb the public mind
during the summer had nearly subsided. The plan-
tors complained of poverty and distress—the dele-
gates sent forth an ambiguous declaration, depre-
cating (as they expressed themselves) " the insi-
dious attempts to undermine and render valueless
•ivhat little remains of their property"—but the
brink of danger on which they stood formed no part
c'f their deliberations.

On the 22d of December, I received a dispatch
from Colonel"Lawson, a magistrate, and command-
ing the Saint James's regiment of militia, dHted the
10th, stating, that, on the-Friday preceding, he met
the overseer of Salt Spring Estate, who informed
Jii:.); thr.t on the previous clay the negroes had

behaved with great insolence to Mr. Grignon, the
attorney or chief manager of the estate ; that
two constables, who had been sent to convey the
ringleaders' to Montego-Bay, had "been assaulted
and deprived of pistols, with which they were
armed, as well as their mules, and that the negroes
had expressed their determination not to work after
New Year's-day. Mr. Grignon having repaired to
>tontego Bay> a special session of magistrates
was assembled, when he and other persons em-
ployed on the estate gave information of the circum-
stances which had occurred, and of the riotous and
disorderly state of the slaves ; in consequence 6f
which an order was Issued by the magistrates
to Major Coates, as the nearest field-officer of
militia, to send a detachment of the Saint James's
regiment to Salt Spring estate^ for the pur-
pose of restoring order. Major Coates imuie
diattly communicated the directions he had received
to Colonel Lawson, commanding the Saint James's
regiment, and who, anxious to avoid the necessity
of having recourse to the militia, and being for
many years well known to the negroes of the estate,
delayed the detachment from marching, and accom-
panied by Mr. Tharp, a neighbouring proprietor,
proceeded to the estate in the hope, by rnViiifluence,
to prevail on the negroes to return to their duty.
He found the negroes assembled hi .groups about
the buildingsr o:» the estate, and was informed that,'
the senior book-keeper had suffered ill>treatment,
and that his life had been threatened. He endea-
voured to expostulate with the negroes, telling them
he. came as their friend, and asked them to listen
to him -} they would not, however, su-ficr hL_i to*


