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) COLONIAL DEPARTMENT.
"Downing-Street, Pebruary 22, 1832.

YHE following Communication from the Go-
R vernor of Jamaica was received at this Office
on Sunday last :

King's-House, Jamaica,
My Loxp, v January 6, 1832,

. 1 HAVE a painful duty to discharge, in detailing
to your Lordship the subtance of accounts I have
reccived, by which you will learn that an extensive
and destructive insurrection amongst the slaves in
the western district of this island, has followed a
scason of unusual sickness and distress, and that I
have felt myself compelled to resort to the most
active measures, even that of proclaiming martial law,
to arrest the progress of so great a danger.

It was not unti} Thursday, the 22d ultimo, that
1 received any accounts to excite alarm. ‘Ihe appre-

. hensions which appeared to disturb the public mind
daring the summer bad nearly subsided. The plan-
tors complained of poverty and distress—the dele-
gates sent forth an ambiguous declaration, depre-
gating (as they expressed themsclves) « the insi-
dious attempts to undermine and reuder valueless
<rhat little remains of their property”—but the
Lrink of danger on which they stood formed no part
¢f their delibzerations.

On the 22d of December,. 1 received & dispatch
from Colonel’Lawson, a magistrate, and command-
ing the Saint James's regiment of miilitia, dated the
Z4th, stating, that, on the-friday preceding, he met

the overscer of Salt Spring Estate, ‘who informed

hizy, that on the previous day the negroes had

behaved with great insolence to Mr. Griznon, the

attorney or chief manager of the cstate ; that
two constables, who had been sent to convey the
ringleaders: to Montego-Bay, had been assaulted
and deprived of pistols, with which they were

1 armed, as well as their mules, and that the negroces

had expressed their determination not to work after
New Year's-day. Mr. Grignon having repaired to
Montego Bay; a special session -of magistrates
was assembled, when he and othet persons emn-
ployed on the estate gave information of the circum-
stances which had occurred, and of the riotous and
disorderly state of the slaves; in consequence of
which an order was 4ssued by the magistrates
to Major Coates, as the ncarest ficld-officer of
militia, to send a detachment of the Saint Jamces's
regiment to Salt Spring estate, for the pur-
pose of restoring order. Major Coates imme
diately communicated the directions e had received
to Colonel Lawson, commanding the Saint James's
regiment, and who, anxious to avoid the necessity
of having recourse to the militia, aud being for
many years well known to the negroes of the estate,
delayed the detachment from marching, and accon:-
panied by Mr. Tharp, a ncighbouring proprictos,
proceeded to the estate in the hope, by his'influence,
to prevail on the negides to return ‘to their duty.
He found ihe negroes assenbléd in groups about
the buildings on the estate, and was informed that
the senior book-keeper had suffered iil-treatment,
and that his life had bcen threatened. e endea~
voured to cxpostulate with the negroes, telling them
he.came as their fiiend, and ashked them to iisten
to him ; they would not, hewever, sufier Lia to




approzsh them, and walked off; amd Fuding: alf Ris

endeavours to restore ordey ineffactwdf, li:s left them.
“®onn after,a party of fifty fiven: of the militia arrived,

~chen almost every negré on tiie &ware disappearer.

'ihe next day they began t& retwww, and wlien

Colonel Lawson wrote Ris dispatch, the principal

- offenders only, amounnting " to six ‘persons, were
absent.  This conduct of the negroes on Salt Spring
Hstate, and information which the magistrates had
recejved that the negroes on other estatés would
mot retor to worke after New: Year's-day, induced
the magistrates, assembled at Montégo-Bay, to for-
wyfd a requisition to Major Pennefather, command-
ing the 22d regiment, at Falmouth; to order a de-
tachment to march tor that tdwn, which Major Pen-
nefather immedistely complied with, Ot the fol
lowing day I received an application from certain
magistrates arid inhabitants of the parish of Portland,
desicing that a. vessel of war might be ordered to
Port Antenio, on account of some unpleasant ru-
raours which bad reached thein-of discontent auméngst
the dlaves in that quarter,

Being in Kingston when these accounts arrived,

1 immediately communicated the information 1 had
received to Sir Willoughby Cotton. T applied to

Commodore Farquhar for a ship-of-war to proceed
to the port of Port Antonio, and, as a. precautionary

measure, I"also vecommended that: ships-of-wur

should be dikpatched to Montego Bay and Black

- River, which €emmodore Farquhar, with his usual

promptitude and “attention, immediately complied

with, I directed circulars to be addressed to rus-

todes of parishes, inclosing the King's proclamation, |

4rid also letters to Be wiitten to the Major-Generals
of the militia, copies: of which: (Nos. I and 2.)1 in.
clnge, L
On-the morning of the 28tki; { receivedia dispatch
front the Custos of Tielawny, (No. 3.) inclosing one
foivarded tohim by Colonel Eawson, (No: 4.) con-
“taining certain-affidavits;copies-of which (Nos. 5. and
- 6:) I hervewithinclose, and further stating that he con-
‘sidered the information-they contained so convincing
“of impending danger, that he had determined to'as-
semble the whole strength of his regiment, and
referring to me for further instructions. From Mr.
MDonald, the custos of Trelawny, I also learned
that he deeply regretted to find a strong spirit' of
insubordination amongst the slaves. ‘that, on the
23d: instant, the trash-houses on York Estate, in
T'relawny, had been purposely-burnt down, and that
tlie attorney, who lives on the property, was strongly
impressed with the idea that' they intended to burn
the rest of the works. One company of militia was
ordered to procecd to this estate, but before they-
arrived the negroes had cut down the plantain walk
belonging to the overseer, and hoth men and women
had fied,

It happened that I had. convened a council on the
day I received this dispatch, for the purpose of .

enabling we to.form regulations of quar{antine,
should such a measure become necessary, bv which
_ means an opportunity was afforded me of confening
personall)'{"‘with, Sir Willoughby Cotton: who came

from Kingston for the purpose of attending the .

couneil, and being fully satisfied, from the intorma-
tion I had recetved, that nothing but prompt and de-
cided meusures W_gu‘ld arrest the .._;:Piric of insub-

! ordinatiot Which. prevailed so_geneially in the pa-
: rishes of Saint ngyn,és and Trelawny, I strongly
[ técomiended 8ir Willonghby Cotton to proceed to
. Montego Buy with as litrle delay as possible, taking
s with him suclran amount of force as he might deem
i expedient, anticipating that ~ is immediate presence
would produce the most favourzble effect.  Sir Wil-
loughby Cotton readily acquisced in my proposal,
and the following day he ewbarked on Loard His
. Majesty's ship Sparrowhawk, with two companies of.
| the 84th regiment.
i On Thursday tBe 29th, I received various' dis-
patches by post, the suhstance of which I inclose,
](No. 7.y- which I lost fio time in communicating
to Sir Willoughby - Cotton,. and immediately issued .
| the accompanying M. G. 0% (No.'8.) On the same
day; at 5 p. u., dispatches srrived by express, con-
taining still more-alarining dccounts of the state.
" of the country. The work of destiuction had begur,
and fires had been: seen, Bgth in Saint James's and
| Prelawny, to blaze fhe picedisg night, in various
| directions. '1he &usfes éf‘,’fre?a vny stated, that,
in his opinion, niné-tehthis of the slave-population
had refused to turn but to” Wwork, and Colonel Law-
son, instead of béinf able to oppose these excesses,
had drawn in his regiment to Montego Bay, and
even there appeared to feel ‘appreheusion, acting
-only on the defensive. Not waiting to datail this- infor-:
mation in a letter to Sir Willonghby Cottoni, who; on.
. account.of the regular winds which prevail in this
latitude, could net leave Port Royal until the follow-
ing morning. I immediately dispatchied ¢ aptai ]
sey, 77th regimcnt, my military secretary, o
the Sparrowhawk, with the letters I had received,
vot doubting that, on their perusal, Sir Willoughby
Cotton wonld deem it adviseable 10 order « sfronger
force to follow him. By this meésns also I commu-
nicdted to’ Sir Willoughby Cotton .my intention to
convene 2 counci) ef war, according to the 50th
Geo. 3, chi. 17, cl. 74, on the following day, for the
purpose of submitting to them su¢h intormation
as I possessed on the state of the country, in ordef
to obtain‘their opinion on the necessity of declayi
martial law. The next morning (the 30th) Sir
Willgughby Cotton; with the detachment, embarked
on board the Sparrowhawk, sailed from Port Royil
for Montego Bay. and on the following moruing,,
His Majesty’s-ship- Blanche, Commodore Farguhar;
proceeded on tiie same destination, conveying three
handred men from the 33d and 84th regiinents, and
sixteen artillery soldiers, with twe 8 field pieces,
rockets, &ec. -

1 did not come to the resolution of assembling a
council of war, for the parpose hefore stated, until
I had thoroughly satisfied my mind that the imme-,
dinte exigency admitted no middle meuasures, that
more than any thing else, it would remove an jm-
pression, which had been made on the minds of the
laves, tha tthe Executive Government and the King's.
troops would not oppose them. That speedy ex-
_ample, however greatly I must’ regret and deplore

the necessity of resorting to it could alone stay the

destruction that had begun, and ultimarely save a
greater effusion of blood, and likewise, that under
| martial Jaw alone 1 could obtain complete contronl
| over the miltia force, on whose services I miist
-chiefly depend to put down this rebellion.,
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‘By the 72d clause of the Act above referréd to,
your Lordship wilt find the form dirceted for hold-
ing councils of war, and that no council shall con-
s1st of less than twenty-one members, on this occa-
sion tlurty-51x persons were present. I communi-
cated to theu such information as’ I possessed, and
laid before them the letters I had- before-transmitted
by Captain Ramsey to Sir W"lﬂoughby'C'otton,
copies of which (Nos. 9. 10. 11. 12. 13. and 14.) are
inclosed’; and in conformity with the unanimous
opinion of this numerous council, on the 30th in-
stant martial law was forthwith proclaimed. No
time was then lost in issuing general orders, direct-
ing the Saint Ann's Western regiment to assemble
at Rio Bueno, the Clarendon regiment on the con-
fines of Trelawny, the Westmorland and Hanover
regiments on the confines of Saint James, whereby
1 endeavoured to cut off all communication between
the disturbed districts and other parts of the island
with a force ready to act under Sir Willoughhy
Cotton on his arrival at Montego Bay. At the same
time [ addressed a private communication to Sir
Willoughby Cotton, a copy of which (No. la) is
herewith anpexed.

Accounts arnvea on the 3ist December from
Mawice Jones, Esq., Custos of the parish of Port-
land, the northeast extremity of the island, stating
that the negroes on three estates had refused to
work, and had betaken themselves to the woods.
It is somewhat remarkable, that this same Gentle-
man, a few days previous, on learning that a nan-
of-war, as I have before informed your Lordship,
had sailed for Port Antonio, uppeared to consider the

application of the magistrates had proczeded from ill.

foanded apprehension of the hostile disposition of
the negroes in that quarter, although he was not
ignorant that some excitement remained in the
minds of the negrpes about their being made free,
expressed his regret that such a precaution had becn
adopted, statingr, that he never considered the negroes
in that neighbourhood to be more peaceable and
eontented.

In the course of the night a despatch arrived from
General Roberison, by which it appeared that the
depredations committed hy the negroes in the parish
of Saint James had extended along the great river
towards the parish of Saint Lhzabcth and that the
estate of Ipswich had been threatened. The Officer
commanding the Westmorland Regiment had posted
two compamcs at an estate called Haddo, and orders
were given for the Saint Elzabeth’s regimert to
hold themselves in immediate readiness. Further
accounts from General Robertson informed me that
¢ the rcbele were procceding in the direction of
Ipswich and New Savanna, and that he had moved
a large body of men to oppose them.” The follow-
ing day he communicated to me the destruction of
Ips\vmh Eslate, with several others, and thus con-
cludes : —“ [ am of cpinion that all the force in my
district is uncequal to suppress the incendiarism and
destruction, without the co-operation of regular
troops.” At this time General Robertson was not
aware that Sir Willoughby Cotton had proceeded
with a force of troops of the line to Moatego Bay.
‘.lﬂ’.)' men of the 77th regiment, under the com-
mond of ’ih_)or Wilson, \Vlth a mpplv of arms ’md
wacraungtion, were embarked on bourd Iis Majesty's.

A2

ship Rosé, and procecded, on the 3di instant, tn Black
River.” Onthe 3d January I received anothel dlsp'ltdl
from General Robertson, inclosing the deposmou of
an overseer, who had been cight days a prisoner of
the rebels. A copy of this docnment and of Gene-’

. ral Robertson’s dispatches (Nos. 16. 17. and 18.) are

also inclosed. The loss which the rebel negrocs:
sustained at Ginger-hill, I have every reason ta hope-
may check the depredatlona committed in that dis--
trict. But I thought it proper to issue the .accom-
panying proc]amatxon (No. 19.)

On the 3d instant, I received a dispatch from Sir
Willoughby Cotton, informing me of his -arrival
at Montego Bay, as well as the -troops’ embarked
on board His Majesty's ship Blanche. , I shall not
curtail the impression the I\Ia_]or-General hag trans-
mitted to me by making extracts from his dispatels,
I therefore inclose it. (\os. 20. 21. 22. and 23.)

On the morniny of the 4th, I received unfavour-
able accounts from Portland, especially from Mr. Pan-
ton, a magistrate and proprietor in that parish, whose
letter (No. 24.) Iinclose. Mr. Panton appears to have
laboured under feelings of much alarm. I bad, how-
ever, anticipated the necessity of checking any in-
subordination which might appear in that quarter,
having assembled the Portland, St. Geourge, and
St. Thomas in the East regiments of militia before
his letter arrived. Forty men also of the 77th had
been conveyed in the boats of the Champion from
Port Antonio to Manchioneal, under the commard
of Captain Buchan; and Colonel MacLeod, also
in the absence of Sir Willoughby Cotton, ecou-
manding at Kingston, had ordered Captain Tath-
well, with thirty men of the 33d regiment, embarked
on board of Ilis Majesty’s ship Hyacinth, to proceed
to Morant Bay, and from thence to march throngh

a pepuleus, and as yet tranqml district, where, hcw.—
ever, the Saint Thomas in the East regiment were
as;embled to Manchiereal.

The appearance of this force will, I trust, be
sufficient to check any dlsposxtm'x to revolt in that
quarter. [t is obvious, however, from all the in-
formation that has been received, that the nepErocs
have been impressed with a general and firm belief
that after Christmas they were to be free. . ‘ihey
will have much to answer for who have d\luded
these unfortunate people into expectations whieh
have led to such scenes of devastation and ruin, and
which now rx.COlhD‘" on themsclves, numbers must
expiate by their death. My chief attention, there-
fore, is directed to maintain good order where
quiet still remains, to protect the well-disposed, and
to be always prepared to assemible a strong dis-

‘posable force, ready o act on the first appearance of .

insubordination. -

To give greater efficieney in the ducct?on of a
military affairs in this part of the island, I have glun
Colonel MacLeod, Deputy Acjutant- (:eucx al on the
Stalf jn this island, the rank of Lieutenant-General
of Militia, whereby 1 obtained the assist-nce of an
able and experienced officer, and extended his com-
mand over the militia, as well as over the troops_ of,
the line.

I also received dl:patchcs from ’\Ion.ego Bay,

(dated 34 iustant (No. 25.) I have the honour to
Jincloge u copy of onefiom Sir Willoughby Cotton,

whcmh; it appux 5, thitt, the bmnw&s still coutinued
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to be excented in concert, by sgrn al from the heights.
‘That the leaders who had suflered the day. plec°dmv
had “all declared that they-had “been told bv white
people that they were to be free at Christmas, and
that by thiese people the plan“of insurrection had
been arraiged. That; in concurrenice with the cus-
tos of the prmsh (\Ir. Barrett), prisoners to the
amount of one hundred not actual]y implicated as in-
cendiarics, with the wonnn, had been dismissed into
the country with copivs of the procl.mntlon before
alluded to, numbered 21.

A dlSp'l]Lh was also received from the custos of
Saint James, of which 1 inclose an extract (No. 26).
He speaks highly of the conduct of the militia; but,
I lament to say, adds to the list of destruction con-
tained in list numbered 23, intimating the number
of plantations and settlements destroyed to the
amount of one hundred.

From Morant Bay I received a letter from Colonel
Delpratt, inclosing a dispatch from Lieutenant-Co-
lonel M¢Cornock, of the Saiut Thomas in the East
regiment, containing nothing of sufficient import-
ance here to notice, but by which I ‘enllected this
important fact, that although the negroes on some
estates had refused to wosrk, no act of destruction
hiad been committed in that quarier, with the ex-
cepiion of a trash-house, which had been burned,
Liut not ascertained to have been destroyed by de:'
iwn ; at any other time the infornation would have
been sufficient to have creafed great uncasiness in
x; mind, but now contrasting it with what is pass-

T r.;er satisfactory,

On the 5th 1 received . furthel accounts from Sir
¥ illoughby Cotton, dated the 4th, (No. 27.) and Lam
In.)g to say their contents began- to- Wear.a more
stisfactory appearance. 'The active measures he had
:Afinptf:d, together with the’ proclamation he caused
to be issued, he observes, “had produced an ex-
tracrdinary eﬂ'ect the _negroes were coming in
fust and a commumcatmn opened to Maroon
Town; the loss the unégroes had'sustained created
4 strong panic, and a movement which the Major-
Geueral proposed to make the following dav, he
imagined would stop any further depredatmns in that
newabourhood By the same express a letter ar-
rived from the custos :of Trelawny, a copy of
which (No. 28.) is-inclosed, I should ‘hardly think
it necessary to transmit a copy of this letter from the
tustos to your Lorushlp, did it not refer to a person
of the name of Box, who, 1 am informed, is a mis-
sionary from the Baptist Society, and who has since
been reported in custody in this town. I bave
cansed his removal to Falmouth to be delayed, and
have directed a letter to be written to the custos,
a copy of which (No. 29.) I inclose. I am as yet
wnacquainted with the charge on which orders were
issued for his apprehension a: Falmouth ; but the
information received from the custos renden it at
all events necessary that he should be for the pre-
sent detained ; motives, however, of pludence and
humanity caused me to interpose a delay in hurrying
Him to trial at a moment when so great excitement
must necessarily prevail, '
I'his moruing, the 6thinstant, I have had the satis-
faction to reccive a dispatch from Sir Willoughby
Cotton, duted Montego Bay, January 5, .LQ KoM

¢ in the west end of the lsland l reg'u'ded it as

with still more favourable sccounts, a copy of which
(No. 30.) Ienclose. 'T'ranquillity, he states, is fast
retarning in the adjoinipg neighbourhood, and the,

negroes coming in from all directions, desiring to?
avail themselves of the promise of pardon offered in-.

the prorlamatlon. "The'rodds to Lucca and Marcon.
Town were 'dpen, and many proprictors and attor-
nies proceedmg to visit their estates. Provisions,
he- states, are’ ¢¢arce, but being informed of that:
vesterday, 1 caused letters to be writien to the
mayor of Kingston, and the custos of Suint Mary,
from whence I have no doubt a supply, if not:
already, will be quickly sent.

Sir Willoughby Cotton expresses his astonmhmen,,
I had not been wade acquainied with the deter-.
mination of the negroes not to work after New
Year's day. Referring your Lordship to . my dis-.
patch of the 4th of August, I have -now the
honour to inclose copies of two letters (Nos. 31.
and 32.) dated the 29th and 30th of July, ad-.
dressed to custodes of parishes, from none of.
whom 1 received unsatisfactory accounts, nor:
has any complaint | leached me of insubordination
amongst the slavcs, or’ any disposition to in-
surrection, although the members of Assembly,
from all parts of the islund, had only separated, on:
adJoumxuent from the sear of government on the
eve of the insurrection,

I send your Lordship the copy of a letter (B No.
33.) I have this day received from Commodore
F‘quuhar, and it is only due to that officer to declare,
that, in all my commanication with him, he has’
alsvays afforded me the most active assistance and
suppon. in promoting the good of the public- service,’
When it is considered how short a time Sir \Vil-

| loiighby Cotton has been in the disturbed district, it

is astonishing what cffect his presence and example
have produced in the minds of the insurgent slaves,’
whilst the promptitude and decision of his operations,
dnd the exemplary punishment he felt himself com-
pelled to inflict on the most atrocious offenders, have.
convinced the great mass of the slave populamon
that all farther resistance is umvailmg, and the’
colony must ever acknowledge the importance and
value of his services.

Were I to indulge my own personal feelings I

"might express miyself in a manner strongly indicating

the consolation and relief I have dertved from his,
energy, and at the same time discretion; but in
bestowing my humble meed of praise on an officer’
of such distinction I fear that 1 should render nyself .
liable to a charge of presumption in 'lttemptms; 10
add any thing to a reputation standing on such high
ground as that of Sir Willoughby Cotton.

I have, &c.
(Signed)

Right Hon. Viscount Goderich,
4c¢. &c. &c.

BELXMORE, :

No. l—-(C]rcu ar.)

Sig, . King's-House, December 2 ..-, 1831,
HI1S Excellency the Governor having received in--

‘telligence that a disposition to insubordination had:

wanifested itself amongst certain slaves on a planta-
tmn in Saint Jawmes ; his Excellency no longer hesi-.
‘tates to give every possible publicity to His Majesty's.

proclaination; which ‘the wuninterrupted tranquillity,
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that has hitherto prevailed thronzhoat the'island biad
not scemed to reader necessary.

I am diracted, therefore, to transmit to you printed
copies of this proclamation, an1 his Excellency re-
guests that you will cause it to be read to the slaves
by the persons in charge of the several plantations in
your parish. I have the honour to be, &ec

’ (Signed) W, BULLOCK.
To the Custodes of the several Parishes.

By the KING,
A PROCLAMATION.

WILLIAM IV,

WHEREAS it has been represented to us, that
‘the slaves in some of Qur West India colonies, and
of our possessions on the continent of South Awmerica,
héve been erroacously led to believe that orders have
been sent out by us for their emancipation; and
whereas such belief has produced acts of insubordina-
tion, which have excited Qur highest displeasnre; We
have thought fit, by and with the adviceof Our Privy
Council, to issue this Our Royal proclamation ; and
We do hereby declare, and make known, that the
slave population in Our said colonies and pessessions,
will forfeit all claim on Our protection if they shall
{ail to render entire submission to ‘the laws, as
well as dutiful obcdience to their masters : and We
hzreby charge and command all Qur Governors of
Our said West India colonies and possessions, to give
the fullest publicity to this Our proclamation, and to
enforce, by all the legal means in their power, the
punishment of those who may disturb the tranquillity
and peace of Our said colonies and possessions,

Given at the Court, at St. James's, this third day of

June one thousand eight hundred and thirty one,
and ia the second year of Qur reign.

+ GOD save the KING.

No. 2.—(Circular.)
Sir, King's-House, December 22, 1931.

- HIS Excelleney the Captain-General having re-
ccived information that a disposizion to insubordina-
tion had manifested itself amongst certain slaves on
a plantation in St. James's, although his Excellency
trusts that this is a merely temporary and local ex-
citement, still prudence requires that every measure
of precaution should be adopted by the military
aunthorities to meet any possible extemsion of a
spirit of disobedience, by a prompt employment of
the militia forces when and where their services may
be required. With this view regimental officers
shonld not be absent during the holidays from their
asual places of residence, and you will be pleased to
issue orders to the officers commanding regiments in
your disirict to this effect. ' ;

Should, contraiy to his Excellency’s hopes and:
expeetations, the employment of any of the regi-
nients or detachnients of corps under vour com-
mand become necessary, his Excellency requests
that you will act in conjunction with the civil power. -

I have, &ec.

v _ .. (Signed)

Lo the several Major-Genérals,

W. BULLQCK.

No. 3./ (Copy.)
Fuliimuth, Trelawny,
Sin, Decenber 26, 1831,

I HAVE had the honour this morning to re-
ceive your dispatch of the 21th instant, inclosing
His Majesty’s proclamation, I am sorry it was no$
published sooner; I ferward a dispatch, which I

J found here this morning, from Colonel Lawson.

L most deeply regret to find a strong spirit of in-
subordination generally among the slaves. Oa the
morning of the 23d instant, both the trash-houses
on York Estate, in this parish, were puarposely
burnt, and the lives of the white people threatened ;
and as the attorney who lives on the estate was
strongly impressed with the idea that they intended
to burn the rest of the works, I was Induced to
order & company of the niilitia to that property; I
was at. Fontabelle when 1 issued the order, and I am
sotry to say, that three of the magistrates down:
here thought proper to countermand iy orders, in
consequence of which I made a requisition to Major
Pennefather, of the 22d regiment, who immediately
sent & small detachment to the estate, they are now
relieved by a company of the militia, and by a letter
Jjust received from the company, I find the negroes
have this morning cut down the whole of the plan-
tain-walk belonginyg to the overseer’s establishment ;
the whole of the negroes, both men-and women, have
absented themselves since Saturday the 24th instant.

At a meeting of the magistrates, which took place
about an hour ago, it was deterimined to order ‘the
swhole wegiment and troops under arms, and a re-’
quisition has been sent to Major Pennefather, at
Maroon town, requesting hima to move a strong de-
tachment of the 22d regiment to the .vicihity of
Yark. If the information contained in Colonel
Lawson’s dispatch proves correct, strong and ener- -
getic measures must immediately be taken ; there’
are strong rumours that Green park and Orange-
valley negroes are determined to work no more; they.
are of themsclves upwards of a thousand strong.

I have this instant read a dispatch from Sir WV,
Cotton to Major Pennefather ; it is certainly an ex-
traordinary doeument. He says, the troops are not
to act until the Riot Act is read, and unless His Ma-
Jesty's troops are insulted ; the negroes are already
strongly impressed with the idea that the King's
troops have instructions mot to act against them,
and certainly it this dispatch were published, it
would confirm their opinion ; I hope, most sincerely
Lope, this order will be inumcdiately countermanded,
if not His Majesty’s troops, who are so well paid
by the country, will be of little service to us.

As I bave ordered packet guards, you will be re-’
gularly informed of any occurrence worth noticing ;
I hope things will put on a more favourable aspect
soon than they have at present. »

I have, &c. : E
(Signed)  JAMES MACDONALD,
Custos of Trelawny.
William Bullock, Esq. :
sc. &c. &e.

No. 4.
Sig, . : B
1 HAVE the honour to inckze an affidavit made

by fwo respeciable individuals, and a copy of an
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application made to Major Penncfather, at Maroon
tolvn, by which his Ixcellency can observe the situ-
ation of this parish is extremely critical.

Uhave also received.a-letter from Mr. George Gor
don, of Moor-park Estate, in this ueighbourhood,
and of Windsorlodge, of- which he is .attorney,
fully corroborating the affidavit; in fact so- much
information has been received here by the magistracy,
that no doubt can possibly be entertained of the de-
termination of the negroes to refuse to work after

the holidays, and, on any attempt to compel thein |

beéing made, the white people were to be destroyed
and country set fire to.

‘The information is of so convincing a nature, that
I have thought it my duty to lose no time in order-
ing out the whole strength of this regiment to re-
main on duty at their respective beats till further
orders.

His Excellency I hope will permit me to request
such instructions as he muy be pleased to honour
me with. I have, &ec.

(Signed) G. M. LAWSON, sen.
. Col. 8t. James’ sReg

December 25, Six o'clock P M.

Wzlham Bullock, Esq.
' . &e. &e.

No. 5.—(Coapy.) -

Jamaica, P. St. James's.
Personally came and appeared before me, Robert

Stuart and Alexander M‘Kenzie, Esqrs. who, being |

dgll_y swarn, made oath and said, that, from informa-
ceived by these deponents, they have every

-on :Adelphi,” Content, Glasgow,. Windsor-

lodge, Somerton, Paisley, and Palnyra Estates, on

Tuesday evening, t.he 27th instant, will take place,

with the intention “of burning the properties and

murdering the free inhabitants thereon.

(Signed) RomrerT STUART.
A. MKenzik,

Sworn before me, this 25th day of December
1830. (Signed) -GEO. GORDON.

Sig, St, James's, Deecember 25, 1831.

IT has jyst come to our knowledge, from the tes-
nmony, upan oath, of several respectahle witnesses,
that a most extensive conspiracy has been for med by
the negroes of Adelphi, Content, Glasoow Windsor,
Palmyra, and other estates, to rise on J wesday even-
ing, the 27th mstanf, the place fixed on for the
}105rpes to meet is Adelphi-works, whe1e the build-
ings are to be burnt and the whlte people murdered ;
the -conspiracy is so general that any militia forcL
that could be asscmbled would be probably ineflec-
tive, and by attewpgicg to collect one at a given
point, every surmundmg estate would be left de-
sorted by its white residents. We therefore call

tipon you, as the only means to save this part of the

island_from fire and bloodshed, to send, without a
moment’s loss of time ’for if it transpires that the

whites hiavé got mcdhgcnce of this intended revolt,:
it will commence instantly}, a compxg of 'the 224,

regxmcm or such forbe; as-ean be spared, to Adclp!;}f

to: beheve that a general insurrection of the |

" interior regiment ;

works, there to remain till circumstances shall war-
rant their departure. ’
We have, &e.
(Signed) GEO. (:ORDO\T
ALEX. CAI\LPL.LLL
Maglstl ates of the Pasish of St. James.

R

 To Major Pennefuther, or Officer Commanding

22d Regiment, Maroon Town.

No. 6.
Court-Fouse, Montego-Bay,
Sir, December 19, 1831.

WE, the undersigned magistrates, this dav assem-
bled in special sessions, have to inform you, that:
from the disorderly behaviour of the negroes on
Salt Spring Estate, in the neighbourbood of this

-town, a gunard of the militia has been stationed on

that property since Friday last. We consider it
highly necessary, for the preservation of the
public peace during the approaching holidays,
that a company of the 22d regiment should be- sta-
tioned "at the barracks in this town ; we therefore
require you, with as litule delay as possible, to order -
the abeve-mentioned force to be sent here, to re-
main for such period as we may decm proper for the
preservation of the public saferty. .
* We have, &c.
(Signed) LAWRENCE HISLOP..
JAMES GUTHRIE,
JNO. SHARP.
H. A. PLUMMER.
GEORGE CRAGG.
W. REYNOLDS., . -
THOMAS JOSH. GRAY.
JAS. GORDON. -
G. M. LAWSON, sen.
GEO. GORDON,
WM. M. KERR.
GEORGE LONGMORE.

Te Major Penncfather, or Officer commdndig
22d Regt. I almouth

No. 7

Heads of Information received at the King's House,

relative to. the Disturbances on the Norih Side

of the Island. ) s

Colonel Grignon, December 26, sta;es,f'l‘]iagi']
insubordination had appeared on Salt Spring Estate,,
in St. James ; that he had ordered out the western
that the negroes were detem;inedl
to strike work at Christmas, bnt no slanghter to be
committed, unless any of the rebels were killed m i
tung the arms from the white people.

Colonel Lawson, November 27, states,— I‘h'xt,
an application .had been made by the magistrates of:
St. James to Major Peuncfn;he;‘, Jeguesting a. deer
tachiment of the King's troops at Montego-bay ; .
states the disposition he had made of his regiment;
by which a line of post was established, and ex..
pressing his doubts how far the militia law would be.:
suflicient to act with effect, and sugeesting the neccs- :
sity of cctai)llshlng wartial law:

Colonel Campbell, Lueta, December 27, states,
That he had oruercd & guard to be hept at! 101(;

4




Charlotte to protéet the ammunition ; and that in
consequence of a commugi¢ation from Colonel Law-
son he called out the remuinder of the reginent.

Colonel Tyler, Fulmouth, December 27, states,—~
The alarmiug situation of the di-trict about York
Estate, where the rebels had burnt the trush-house;
and a+ suflicient time was ngt afforded for sending

the.whole regiment he was cbliged to withdraw the

detachment he had stationed at York.

:f he magistrat.s 6f St. Jamés, December 27, trans

mitted, . I ht6e affidavits of no” great importanee, all
however concurring in the determination of the ne
groes not to work. '

Colotiel Giignon, Great River Barracks, Decem-
ber 27, states,—That he received information that
five hutidred men had assembled unear Lapland, who
hid bound thetiszlves by a solemn oath € obtain their
freedom or die in the attempt; and asking for a
degachment of resqular troops. ,

Colonel Lawson, December 27, ten o'clock P. M.
states,—T'hat since sun-set six fires have been seen
from the Court house, at Montego-bay, in the neigh-
bourhood of Kensington, and extending northerly
to Content ; he feared the whole of the east part of
the parish would be destroyed before morning.

‘Collector, Montego-bay, December 27, states,—
That several fires were seen, and yiving information
piach to the same purpode as Colonel Lawson.

o No: 8.
Head- Quarters, Spanish-Town, December 29, 1831.
- M. G.O.

HI5 Excellency t:e Captain-General has received
information from the magistrates of St. James and
Trelawny, that the slaves on certain properties in
those parishes have manifested a-spirit of insubor-
dination, and, in some instances, have proceeded to
acks of outrage, which have excited his Excellency's
highest displeasure, wnd have exposed them to the
atmost rigour of the law. s Excellency, how-
ever, trusts, that His Majesty’s gracious procla
mation will remove any erroneous impressions which
may have been received, and that they will render
themselves objects for the merciful consideration ot
the crown. by an iustant retwrn to their former
habits of obedience and duty. : ’

" Ilis Excellency, however, is determined to em-
plov a military force against those who may be
guilty of acts of violence or outrage, which all their
endeavours will be utterly unable to resist. For
this purpos: his Exccllency has requested the Major
General commanding to proceed to Montego-bay
with a stron; reinforecment of troops; and his Ex-

cellency delegates to Sir Willonghuy Cotton all the

military authority he could exercise were he per-
sonally present.  His Excellency directs all Major-
Generals of militia commanding distiicts, and in
places not subject to the command of Major Gene-
rals, all officers conimanding regiments of horse
and foot, to consider themse.ves under the command
of Major-General 8ir Willoughby Cotton, and to
obey all bis orders with zeal and alacrity.

| post last cvening, so many fires huve taken
| that I huve deemed it proper to withdraw the out-
| p -sts, as 1 do not wish to ¢Xpose tiem to a contest
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_Captains of forts, where depdts of fixed amma-
nition are established, will attend to any reguisition
the l\Ia_jor-GeneraI may make. .

(Signed) EDWARD J. GREY,
Adjutant-General. -

' No. 9.

N Falinouth, Trelawney, .
Sir, December 28, 1831.
IT is with the deepest regret that I have to state
to you, for the information of his Excellency the
Governor, that many of the estates in this parish aie
at t,his moment in an actual state of rebeli’on, and [
believe nine tenths ot the whole slave population have

' this mioming refused to turn out to wors ; the whole

country was in a blaze lastnight. Three tras. -houses .
were burnt in this parish, viz. Pantrepant (in rébel-
lion), Golden Grove, and Carrick Poyle. Many must
have been burnt in St. James's, from what [ saw

. myself, but only ‘the names of iour of the.s have as

yet come to mv knowledge, viz. Palmyra, Leyden,
Windsor, Gilsburgh.  Our militia is very weak, and
we liave little to éxpect from the regulars, unless
positive orders are sent to thew to act. I would re-
commend to his Lordship to proclaim martial law
wit’.out a moments delay, and in the mcan time to
send dowu writien orders to act with the utmost
energv. Orange Valley, seven hundred strong, has
refused to turn out. If I, or the Coloael of the regi-
ment had anthaiity to act,.the plan I would propose
is to assemble the whole” of the m i%a, and at
unce attack the largest estate, and then pioceed to the
others as circamstances might direct, and as I stated
in my last dispatch it would be most politic to order
a company of the regulars with thew as it would do
away with the notion the slaves entertain that the
King's troops are not to act agamst them. If it
possibly could be done the Adwmiral wight be applied
to to send a man-of-war to each of the ports of-
Montego Bay and Falmouth. FElis Lordship may
depend [ do not in the least exagyerate the situation
of things : they cannot well be worse, but fortunately
no blood has been yet shed that I have heard of ;
every man is clamorous to get protection for their
own coneerns but it is advisable to make no detach-
ments. [ fullyv expect to see a nuaber of fires te .
ni bt, and our situation is truly dangerous. ‘The
most. prompt measures must be taken tor our relief,
but of course his Lordship is the best judge of these,
though I have taken th: liberty to suggest some
plans : whatever is done mnst be done quickly, The
militia are ail under arws, and the magistrates at
their posts. 1 have, &ec.

(Signed) JAS. MACDONALD, Custos.
. Ne. 10.
Str, Montego- Bay, December 28, 1831.

SINCE I had the honour o addressing you by
Place,

which I de not consider them equal to, and to con-

| centrate them here, with the exception of one com-

pany, which I have directed to move in support of
Colonel Grignon, whose situation, with that of his
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V ~ably to my orders.
.cane piece, which induced Captain Cleghoin to
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fegiment, I fear is extremz'y critical. I havz. also

directed the Hanover company, stationed at Round- | - °

1idil,” to move on for the same purpose.

1 am now convinced the contest must be decnded ;

in the streets of Montego-bay.
‘ I have, &e.
v(Signed)
Hilliasn Bullock, £5q. &c. &c. &e.

No.ll. . . .~
Post-Office. Montego-Bay, December 27,
Sir, 1831, Nine o Clock P M.

1 CONSIDER it my duty to inform you,. that
there is at this moment a serious fire raging in a
south-easterly direction from this town, apparently.
abont eight or ten miles distant, and -it is supposed
to be at- Hampton Estate, but, from the- gldre, I

fear it extends to other estates in its vmmtv 1¥ing’

1ore to the northward. |
- From the late insubordination of the ne«mes on
many estates in this nelshbourhood which has

“caused the militia to be under arrms smce Sundav

lyst, it is to be feared that this fire “is'not from ac-
cidental causes, and I beg the favounr of your giving
his Excellency the Governor immediate information
thereof. I have, &c..
(Signed) JOHN ROBY, Collector of His
. Majesty's (/ustoms .
J¥. Bullock, Esq. &c. -

" P. 8. Half past Nine.—I have just been informed,

that Kensington. Pen' and Mr, Tulloch’s. Settlement
Kave been burat. We have onc company of the
22d regiment in this town,

.

, "~ No. 12/ K o
Sir, . Ten o'Clock, P. M.
" THE late arrival of the Leeward post allows
me to have the honour to state, that since sun-set
six fires; apparently of -estates, have been seen from
the Court-house, in the neighbourhood of Kensing-
ton, extending northerly to Content, and they seewm

" graduully to be extending to the northward.

1 have, &c.
(Slgned) E. M. LAWSON, Col. S.J.R.

4 “P.S. 1 fear the whole of the cast part of the
pmsh will be destroyed before day-light.

‘Five P. M.~ A trooper has just arrived from
Palinyra, with a dispatch from Captain Cleghorn, of

. the Bth company, stating that the negroes on that
© . estate set fire to the trash-house, when his men

~vere searching the negroe houses for arms, agree-
The inceridiary ran into the

threaten to set fire to the cane picce, which he had ;
the negroe then came out and surrendered himself
with a woman who had-been with him ; thcse and
the head driver, who was taken up on suspicion of
being an accomplice, and now in custody, having
been delivered to a patrole of the troop.

- Hampton Estate is threatened to be destroyed to-
night. I have, &c.

(Signed) L M. LAWSON, Col, 8 S.J.R.

F'm, Bullock, Esq.

G. M. LAWSON, Col. 5. J. R:

[

L Noots. T
-JAMA]CA,:SS? '
By thie- KING. -
A PROCLAMATION. L

VVHEREAS We" havé’ thought fit, by and. wnh
the advice-of Our Council of War, to declare: mar-
tial law in Our said Island of Jamaica, for the

security and protection of Our said Island against-

the evil ‘designs of the enemies of Our Crown ; in
otder,’ therefore, to render effectual the measures
taken for the security of Our said Island, We have
thought fit, by and with the advice of Our said
Council aforesaid, to issue this Our Royal Procla-

“mation, strictly charging and commanding, and We
do hereby strictly charge and commeand, all and-

every: the commissioned and warrant officers and

‘private men of Our militia ‘of Our said Island, to
tepair forthwith to their several and respective

reginents and stauons, and there to hold themselves
in  readiness to receive and obey all such orders as
shall from time to time be given to them by Our
Captain-General of Our forces in Our said Island,
or, in his absence, by any superior officer, upon
pain of the highest displeasure, and of such pains
and penalcies as by the rules and articles of war,
established in Our said Island, are inflicted upon
such persons as shall be guilty of disobedience of
orders.

Witness His Excellency the Right Honourable
Somerset Lowry Earl of Belmore, Captain-
General and Governor in Chief of this Our
Island of Jamaicd, and other the territories
thercon depending, in America, Chancellor and
Vice-Admiral of the same, at Saint Tego de
Vega, this thirtieth day of December in the
‘seccond year of Our reign, anno que -domini,
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-onc.

(Signed) BELMORE.

By His Excellency’s command, . -
(Signed)  W. G, STEWART, Sec,

GOD save the KING.

No. 14.
Head- Quarters, December 30, 1834,
_M.G.O.

MARTIAL law was this day proclaimed, but as
the Captain General is unwilling to employ a greater

wilitia force than is necessary to repress the distur-

bances in St. James and Trelawny, his Excellency
does not think it at present necessary to call for the
services of the Kingston, St.Catherine, Port Royal,
St. Andrew's, 1 '\Ianchester, Vere, St. John and St.

Dorothy, St. Thomas in the V '1Ie, St.Thomas in the’

East, and St. David, Portland, St. Geerge, and St.
Mary's regiments, but the officers commanding those
corps will be prepared to assemble them "at the
shortest notice.

Packet guards will likewise be established between
| Portland and 8t. George's, to facilitate the communi-
cation with head-quarters.

Colonel Hilton will asscmble his regiment with

the lzast possible delay, and march the greater part
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of them to Rio Bueno, where they will hold them.
selves in readiness to proceed to.Trelawny should
their services be required there, Colonel Hilton
will leave a part of ‘lus regiment, composed of the
most incflicient men, at Bromstown.

Colonel Dunn, will immediately assemble the Cla-
rendon regiment and march the greater part of them
to some station or stations on the confines of Tre-
lawny, takmg care that a constant communication
be kept up between the two parts of his regiment
should it be found necessary to scparate them, and
" make such arrangements as may cnable them to act
together at the shortest notice.

Colanel Dunn will leave a part of his regiment,
composed of the most inefficient men, at Chapelton.

Major General Robertson will order the West-
moreland and Hanover regiments to be immediately
assembled, and the Westmoreland regiment will march
to the confines of St. James's, where they will hold
themselves in readiness to act wherever their services
are required. DMajor-General Robertson will order
the Hanover regiment on duty, but they will remain
in their own parish, until their services are required
by Major General Sir W. Cotton.

‘The St. Elizabeth regiment is not to be placed on
duty, but they ought to be in such a state of readi-
ness as to act upon the shortest notice.

The officers commanding the Clarendon and West-
moreland regiments will give the earliest information
to Major-General Sitr W. Cotton, as soon as their
regiments have occupied their respective stations.

The Captain-General has been pleased to confer
on Lieutenant-Colonel Cadier, the colonelcy of the
'helawney regiment, vice Co}onel Tyler, who is
superseded in the command of that regiment.

(Signed)  EDWD. T: GREY, Adjt.-Genl.

No. 15.
King's- House, December 30, 1831.

My Dear Siz WiLrLoveHBY,

IN conformity with the intention I communicated
to you. yesterday, I summoned a council of war as
prescr'bed by law, and agreeable to the unanimous
Qpinion of hose who composed the council, martial
law has been proclaimed.

It will be my object to refrain as much as possible
from calling out any portion of the militia, whose
services may not appear to be absolutely necessary.
And I inclose herewith an order I have issued, by
which yon will be informed of the regiments you
may now consider at your disposal. These rogi-
meats will be found to surround the district now in
insurrection, by which means I hope to interrupe
any communication with the slav s in vther parts of
the island.

I have also. 1o observe, that should yon deem it
expedient to increase the regular force you have
orJered for embarkution, I am now enabled to gar-

.son the town or barracks they at present occupy,
by detachments from vhe militia.

As it will be highly satisfactory to His Majesty's
Govarnment to receive the latest and most authentic
information of the actual statc of the north side of
the island, 1 shail wait with impaticnce for vour

No. 18966. B

report, and detain thie packet untx] I receive it,

You will by this means also have an opportunity}

should you think proper, to convey an account to

the Horse Guards of the result of your proceedings.
I am, &e.

(Signed) BELMORE.

Major-Generul Sir Willoughby Cetton,
&c &e. &c.

—

No. 16.

My Lorp, Y. 8. Estate, 1st Jan. 1832.

I DID myself the honour of addressing your Ex-
cellency yesterday evening from the post at New
Savanna ; since which I have the honour to acknow-
ledge the receipt of the militia general orders, of
date the 30th ultimo, which were handed to me on
my way to this post, and from which I observe that
your Excellency has further honoured me by placing
the Hanover regiment under. my command I beg
to assure your Lordship the orders shall be strictly
attended to.

" It is now my duty o inform your Excellency thut
two companies of Saint Elizabeth’s regiment, viz:
the grenadiers, under the command of Captain Stone,
and the 5th battalion company, under the command
of Captain Hinlayson, were ordered up last evening
to Ipswich Estate, and Ginger-hill Plantation, both
in this parish, (t:e works of which properties had .
been burnt down) where they found the rebels in
great force, and attacked them. As far as can yct
be ascertained, twenty of them were killed, and
many prisoners made ; they retreated leaving wiany
stand of arms, and a great quantity of amwmunition
was found in their houses. Fortunately the attack
took place at the moment it did, as they were pre-
paring to come down here to attack this post; and
so confident were they of success, that they hud pro-
vided a great quantity of meat, liquor, &c., for a
teast, on their return to ‘Ipswich ‘Lhe bravuy of
these two companies will, I hope, in some measure,
restore confidence to the community, and be the
means of preventing other negroes from joining the
disaffected party, which T apprehend the unfortunate
retreat of Colonel Grignon has cansed many to do.
I am happy to say the overseer of Ginger-hill was
released, after having been for eight days a prisoner
of the rebels. His evidence, which has been taken,
will disclose to your Lurdship some of the causes
which appear to have led to these unhappy dis-
turbances among -the slaves, who had gone su far-as
to accuse the government-of suppurting them
against the whites ; which idea alone must have prao-
duced a wonderful effect upon the minds of the slive
population generally, and must be removed beiore
they can be restored to a state of subJectxon and
tranquillity. 1 therefore antxcnpdte much good from
the appearance of His Majesty’s troops being roug!st
.\gdmst them, which, I trust, will be the means of
saving many lives, nnd prescrvxmy much valudh.e
proputy

It is my intention to move detachments ﬁom the
différant vegiments under my counnaud, into. the
disturbed dmm,ts, and to follow up the advantagey
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we have already gained, which, I hope, will mect the
approval of your Excellency.
‘ I have, &c.-
 (8igned) D. ROBERTSON,
" Major-Genersal.

To His Excellency Somerset Lowry Earl of Belmore,
Cuptain-General, &c. §e. &c.

No. 17. .
Y. S. Saint Elizabeth, January 2, 1832,
Str, half-past Two o' Clock, P. M,

1 DID myself the honour of addressing you yes-
terday, since which I have received your dispatches,
of date the 31st December, and st Janunary, which
shall have my particular attention. Inclosed I begleave

to forward you the deposition referred to in my

dispatch to his Excellency the Governor yesterday.
Since the defeat of the rebels in this quarter on Sa-
turday evening, a company was advanced to occupy
the district which they had quitted.

1 am sorry to say discontent is spreading generally
in this parish, . as the slaves on many properties, as
well \as those under my own controul, have refused
to return to their labour this day.

From the examination of the prisoners we have
taken, . I have discovered tl.e numes of some of the
rebel commanders, viz. Colenel Gardiner, belonging
to the Greenwich Estate, Captain Dove, belonging
to Belvidere, Captain Johnson, belonging to Hetricve,
and General Ruler Sharp, alias Daddy Ruler Sharp,
director. of the whole, and preacher to the rebels. T
have deemed; it advisable to offer a reward of three
hundred dollars to any free person or marcon, and
freedom, with an annuity for life, to any slave who
will bring in, dead or alive, either of these ringleaders
of the rebels. A confirmation of the above from

" head quarters will have a very great effect as soon as

it obtains publicity by proclamation, forwarded im-
mediately to the disturbed. districts. - The prisoners
are increasing so. rapidly, that in order to secure
them it will be necessary. to have them lodged on
board of one of His Majesty's ships. I am most
anxiously looking for a detachment of regular troops
in this quarter. - _ .

- T am happy to say the maroons, who came to head
quarters last night have gone home for their arms,

and I expect’them to join us during the day.

I am sorry to obserye the remark you make re-
specting the delay in forwarding. the dispatches.—1
can assure you it does not take place within my

district, . I have, &c. .
.. . (Signed) . D. ROBERTSON,
1" Bullock, Esq. " Major-General,
No. 18.

Deposition on Odath of Wm. dnnand,” Overseer of
Ginger-Hill Plantation, in" the Purish of Sdint
Elizubeth .

- Y7 Y. S, Estate; Ist Jan. 1832,
HAVING received information from Mr: James

Cawpbeéll, Overseer, on V. S. Estate, with whomn

1 had lived as book-keeper, that the slaves from

Ginger-hill to Belvidere Estate, in Saint James's,

intended to disarm the white people during the

Christmus holidays, and advising me to come down

to Y. S. Estate, as he intended keeping all his
white people together there, I was much surprised
at such information, having seen nothing in the con-
duct of "the slaves belonging to Ginger-hill to in-
duce me to suspect any thing of this kind. I did net
go down, being satisfied by the behaviour of the
people, that the information was incorrect. I was,
however, undeceived, for on Wednesday morming,
the 28th of December, when they were ordered

to tirnh out to work, seeing several of the slaves’

about the house, I asked what they wanted; a
slave belonging to Ginger-hill, naned Wm. Ba-
channan, said they had come to beg Busha for
to-day, as Sunday was Christmas-day., 1 said I had
already given orders to the driver to that effect;
all that I wanted wus to see them turn out, and
sec they were all there, and they should have the re-
mainder of the day. With this they scemed dissa-
tisfied, and no thanks were returned. I went into
the house, and was followed immediately by the
said slave, William Buchannan, who laid hold of
me, saying, *“ Busha, you now my prisoner,” and
called for his accomplices, namely, William Arneld,
Charles Longmore, George Barrett, Alexander, Tho-
mas Hedley, and Johnny, all slaves belonging to
Ginger-hill.  On enquiring what was the matter,
they said they had worked long enough ‘as slaves,

.and intended now to fight for their freedom, which

had been long promised them ; “that all they wanted
of me was to deliver up my arme, and whatever
powder I had, then I might remain undisturbcd on.
the pruperty as long as I chose, provided I did not
interfere against them. I endeavoured to reason
with them on the impropriety of such conduct, but
to no effect ; they said that I knew as well as them-
selves, that Jamaica was now free, aud half the
estates from there ' to ‘Montego-bay were burnt
down the right before, that they were obliged to
assist their brethren in this work of the Lord ; that
this was not the work of man alone, but they had’
assistance from God. I saw that a refusal of their
demand was useless, and delivered up my arms, and
what powder I had in the house. They then de--
parted, advising me not to remove from the house,.
as if I attempted it, I should certainly be shot.
by some of their guards who were posted on allf
sides of the property. I remained in the house,
and observed them through the day bringing in arms.
from the seltlers around. :

On Thursday, the 29th, I saw a great many-
strange negroes, -who, as I understood, belonged
to Chesterfield, Retrieve, Richmond-hill, and Bel--

| videre, some of them with fire-arms, and others-
"with lances, cutlasses, &ec.
on’ all the bills around, from the Y. S. Estate;.

extending towards Saint James’s to give them notice-
of the approach of the militia. On seeing a com-.

‘pany of the Saint Elizabeth’s regiment, marching,

up to Ipswich Estaie, they suspected, from the-
notice they had received from their scouts, that the -
said company was moving towards Ginger-hill, and

collected all together in a narrow defile, called:-

John's River, to await their appioach. As soon
as they found the company_had gone to Ipswich,.
they returned to Ginger-hill.  About one o'clock,>

P. 5., it was hinted to mne that they intended burn- .-

ing the buildings on the place that night, I sent for,

They had scouts posted. - -
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the head driver, wha came, and about” three o'clock,
p. 3., on seeing a strong party of them moving
towards the house, he (the driver) advised me to
“follow him, save my own life, and mind nothing
" else; I did so, and he conducted me to the house
of a freeman named- Crawford. I was informed,
that,-on coming to the house, they enquired for me,
and expressed themselves happy that I had gone
away, as they intended setting fire to the place im-
mediately. They then went to the negro-houses,
and in half an hour returned, taking away every
moveable thing out of the housc and stores, which
they accomplished by dusk, and afterwards set fire
to all the buildings. About seven or eight o'clock
a party of them came to the house of Crawford,
where I was, forced his arms from him, and bran-
dishing their cutlasses over my head, and puinting
their muskets at me, made me swear that I would
never stand between them and their rights. The
active person in this scene, and who seemed to have
the command of then, was a slave named Samuel
Sharp, belonging, I was told, to T'. G. Grey, Esq.,
of Croydon, in 8t. James, and who, I understand,
is a ruler (so called) of the sect of the Baptists.
He said, he did not wish to take away the life
of any persen who did not stand between him and
his rights ; that it was but lately that he had begun
to know much of religion, but that now he knew,
and I knew as ivell, that freedom was their right, and
frcedom they would have ; that letters had long ago
been sent out from England to that effect, but that
the people of Jamaica kept them as slaves, without
any authority for doing so. He said a great deal
more, all tending to show, that, from the religious
notions he had imbibed, he conceived that the slaves
had a right to be free.

By day-light on the morning of Fridey the 30th
ultimo, the buildings of .Ginger hill were in ashes.
I remained at the house of Crawford, having been
warned by the rebels that, if I attempted to make my
escape, I should be killed by the gnards. -A largé part
of them, I understood, went this day to Ipswich, but,
seeing a company of militia there, returned, leaving
afew hands to burh the buildings of that estate,

_should an opporturity offer during the night.

On the morning of Saturday the 31st, three of the
party, named William Buchenan, 8. Barrett, belong-
ing to Gipger-hill, and G. Little, belonging to Mis-
tress Milne, gone off the country, came to me, two
of them with fire-arms, and the other with a sword 5
1 asked William Buchanan what he wanted; he
said, here is the captain, pointing to G. Litde. I
then asked the latter what he wanted; he said,
poiuting his sword to my breast, that they would
give me my choice, wheth.r I would give up my
tife or my authority on Ginger:hill, which latter they
demanded in writing ; that they intended presenting
it at Black River with otheis. I gave them'anacknow-
ledgment under my hand, that I had given up the
charge of the place; they then warned me to take
care what I had written, as they had a man below
who would read it to. them, and it they found any
thing wrong in it, they wonld pay me another kind
of visit. The said George Little said that they had
‘ost cne of their profession, and now: iutended shew-

ing 1ess mercy than they Irad done ; he sald also,in a

Ssisting manner, that he with two others had burnt |

B2

down the buildings of Ipswich the night previons,
driving the whole guard before them ; that they in-
tended entering Saint Elizabeth's on New-venr's-
day with two hundred men. William Buchanan
said (in addition to what has alrcady been deposed)
that the whites considered the ships-of-war on their
side, but that now they found it was otherwise, for
that they were dispersing the white guards where-
ever they were collected all round the island, and
landing boxes of black sand (meaning, I suppose,
gunpowder) for the slaves. About three or four
o'clock on the afternoon of this day, a slave, named
George Crawford, belonging to Ginger-hill, who had-
been forced against his will to join the rebels, came
running to me, saying, that the white guard had come
to Ginger-hill, taken the negroes by surprise, dis-
persed them all, and set fire to the negro houses.
In fifteen minutes afterwards the grenadier company
of the Saint Elizabeth’s regiment appeared, and res-
cued me from my perilous situation.

During the timue of these disturbances, I was told
by a slave, named Susannah Crawford, belonging to
Ginger-hill, that she heard from Anne Laye, a free
person of colour, living near Ginger-hill, and a mem-
ber of the the Baptist persuasion, that a Mr. Bur-
chell, a Baptist missionary, who had gone off the
country last year, had arrived at the foot of Montego-
bay, on Wednesday or Thursday sen'night, that he
had shesvn himselt to none, but remained . concealed
on board a Spanish vessel or some vesscl-of-war.
That he did not intend landing until this affair was
settled, but had written to his deputies that his
dearly beloved children must not regret his absence,
for that he would be to them a pillar of iron, and
would always be their support. That they must
shed no blood, for life was sweet, easy to be taken
away, but very hard to give.

So help me God.
(Signed) W Anxaxp,

Sworn before me this 2d day of January 1832,

(Signed) D. ROBERTSON, Custos.

No. 19.

A PROCLAMATION,

By His Excellency Somerset Lowry Earl of Belmore,
Captain- General and Governor-in-Chief of this Or
Island of Jamaica, and otker the Territories thereon
depending, in America, Chancellor and Fice-.Ad-
mirul of the same, &c. &c.

WHEREAS it has been ascertained that certain
incendiaries have been employed to poison the minds
of the slaves in some parts of the Island, and to
induce them to be guilty of acts of outrage and
insubordination ; and whereas it is necessary that
the ringleaders of this disturbance should be brought
to condign punishment, I do hereby, in His Majes-
ty's namc, offer a reward of three hundred dollars
to any person or persons who shall apprehend either
of the following slaves :— ‘

A slave calling himsell Colonel Gardiner, belonging
to Greenwich Estate, Hanover.—A slave calling
himself Captain Dove, belonging to Belvidere Estate,
St. James's.—A slave calling himself Captain Jckn-
son, belonging to Betrizve, 8t. James's.—And Gene-
ral Ruler, Samuel Cherp, er Tharp, alias Paddie




Ruler Sharp, or Tharp, director of the whole, and.

styled also Preacher to the Rebels, belonging to
(.nn don Tstate, St. James's.

And in order to afford encouragement to such
slaves who may be disposed to assist in apprehend-
ing the aforesaid rebels, I do hereby promise His
Majesty's most gracious pardon to any slave or
slavés who may be disposed to assist'in such pur-
pose, except those who have been actually guilty of
setting fire to the works or houses on different
propertics, or attempted the life of any peaceable
inhabitant.

(iven under my hand and seal at arms, at Saint

Jago de la Vega, this third day of Junuary,
Annoque Dowini, one thousand eight hundred

and thirty-two, and in the second year of Our
reign, BELMORE.

By His Exccllency’s command,
. - W. Buirock, Sec.

GOD save the KING.

. No. 20.
My Lorp, Montego Bay, January 2, 1832,
T HAVE the honour to acquaint your Excellency
I arrived here yesterday and found the town in the
greatest confusion and panic, from the appre’iensions
they have been under of its being the intention of
the negroes to fire it every night, and from the im-
mense destruction of property that has taken place

-all around this place.

Colonel Grignon (whose report No. 23. I enclose)
has been in collision with the negroes, and his regi-
ment gallantly repulsed them,when attacked bya large
body at Montpelier ; but the following morning he
retired upon Montego flay, not being in sufficient
force to occupy the post. This has obstructed the
communication with Savanna-la-Mar, by the direct
road, bat T shall take immediate steps to have it
rz-established, and have directed Lientenant-Colonel

Williams to move up on his side to Haddo and

Crown Tavern. Ishall send a force of King's troops ’

to accompany some companies of Colonel ernon s
regitaent to Montpelier Barracks ; this will el‘Fecr
I hope, the above object of -opening the road to
Savanna-la-Mar,

1 have relieved apprehension, and quleted the
feeling of alarm here ; but the eastern part of Hano-
ver, | and the whole of the northern portion of Saint
James's, are in open revolt, and almost the whole of
the estates destroyed, and the negroes gone boldly
away. In conjunction with the advice of the custos,
Mr. Barrett, I have issued the proclamation I here-
with enclose, which we hope will bring in the well-
disposed, as we hear from all quarters that terror
prevents a large body from returning ; and I have
been solicited by the most influential proprietors to
issue it.

-1 have sent regulars to Irwin and Latium, as they
are well disposed there, and this will protect these

points, and others in the neighbounrhood, which are’

not as yet tired.

It becomes my painful duty to acquaint your
Excellenicy that circumstances rendered it absolutely
necessary that I should authorise the assembling a
general- court martial to try some villainous ring-

1 quil.
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leaders, who have been proved to have been’ the
most active’ incendiaries, and the court have sep-
tenced two men to be shot and two women ; the
sentence npon the men, as immediate example, is
both politic and necessary, I have confirmed, and
they suffere-d this morning : the women I have re-
spited till pleasure.

My object will be to employ the troops in such
manner as to preveat, as far as practicable, the horrid
incendiary systew from spr eading, and the" epirit of
rehellion from contaniinating the districts now tran-
It will be obvious to your Excellency the
utter impossibility of affording parties of military to
every estate. [t would fritter away the troops, and
render them liable to be beat in. detail, nor would
ten thousand men be sufficient to do it.. Whenever 1
can ascertain where they are collected, I shall endea-
vour to strike a blow by simultaneous movement
that will have ‘decided ettect, but there the difficulty
rests ; for, from the accounts I have received, that
arz to be depended upon, they are moving every
hour from one place to another. 1 éhink from ac-
counts that have reached me since commcncmg this
dispatch; I may venture to hope that in wy next
dispatch I may acquaint your Excellency that the
severe example made, and the wanifesto issued,
will have had the best effect.

To receive the assurance that your Excelleney ap-
proves of the measures I have been under thie abso-
lute necessity. of adopting, will be highly satisfac-
tory to My Lord,

Your Lordship’s obedient servant,
(Signed) WILLOUGHBY COTTON;
Major-General Commanding. -

No. 21.
Head Quarters, Montego-Bay,
Saint James, Jan. 2, 1832, -
To the Rebellious Slavcs.

NEecrors,
YOU have taken up armas against your masters,
and have burnt and plundered their houses and
buildings. Some wicked persons have told you that

the King has made you free, and that your masters

withhold your freedom from you. In the name of
the King, I come amongst you, to tell you that you
are misled. I bring with me numerous forces to
punish the guilty, and all who are found with the
rebels, will be put to death without mercy. You
cannot resist the King's troops.  Surrender your-
selves, and beg that ynur crime may be pardoned.
All who yield themselves up at any military post
immediately, provided they are not principals and
chiefs in the burnings that have been committed,
will receive His Majesty's gracious pardon.. All
who hold out, will meet with certain deaths. T
(Signed) WILLOUGHBY COTTON,
. Major-General Commanding.

GOD save the KING,
No. 22..

Kensington.~-Five Miles from Maroon-Town burnt,

and all the places around, with the undermenhone(t
Estates: :

Newman-hall, AFlamstea'd , Potosi, Sp.l_'ing'-.:h'ountt,
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Haxston, Willianmsficld, Worcester, Retirement,

Carthagena, Leyden, Guilsbro’, Windsor, Adelphi,
Tassly, Moor-park, Leogawe, Kirkpatrick-hall, Pal-
myra, Windsor-castle, Roehampton, Anchovy-bot-
-tom,Montpelier N,W. Montpclier O.W. Seven-nvers,
Richmond-hill, Lapland, Belfont, Hazlelymph, Hel-
videre, Greenwich, York, Chester castle, Argvl, Sod-
hall, Copse. Lethe, Eden, Childermas, Wilrhire,
-Spring-garden, Unity-hall, Welsome, Haddington,
Friendship, Content, New-miln, Bamboo, Flint-
river, Success.

No. 23-
Sir, Upton, Montego Bay 2d Jan. 1832.

I TAKE the earliest opportunity, after your arrival:

here, to detail to you the proceedings of the Westerri
Interior reginient under my command.

Having received information, on the 24th ultimo,
of an intended insurrection of the slaves in the West
Interior district, I felt it my duty to assemble the re-
giment immediately, and I am glad to find that his
Excellency the Captain-General approved of my
having done so.

On the 25th, I sent out parties in search of arms
and ammunition, and brought in a few arms, and a
considerahle quantity of powder, but it being gene-
relly of the coarse description, required for blasting,
and unfit for muskets, I thought it most prudent to
destroy some of it.

Having received intelligence on the 26th, that a
considerable number of slaves had assembled in dif-
ferent guarters, I thought it proper to remove a few
men I had at Shettlewood, where my head quarters
were established, to Belvidere, in order to concen-
trate the regiment as much as possible.

On the 27th 1 receive:l information that it was the
intention of the rebels to atrack the posts which I
keld, with arge bodies, and I therefure thought it pro-
per to order the Belvidere division to form a junction
with the main body at Great-River. Previous to my
quitting Belvidere, I had also heard that the negroes
.intended to commence a system of incendiarism on
this night, and observing fires to a great extent,
which I had heard previously were to take place,
induced me, coupled with the former information,
10 unite the regiment as before stated. During
this night fires took place at Belvidere, Hazlerymple,
and Seven Rivers. :

On the 28th, a detachment of my regiment marched
.to Belvidere, and surrounded the negro houses, but
I found none of the negroes, and their property was
removed. Not having heard further from the com-
manding officer of the Westmorland regiment, and
as the barracks at Great River were quite insufficient
for the accommodation of the regiment, I decided
upon removing to Montpelier old works, to forn a
junction with the detachinent of the Saint James's
regiment, promised by Colonel Lawson.

On the 29th I received information. that a large
body of negroes were assembled at Chester Qasele,
and I procecded with a detachment of the regiment
to that place, having first given directions to the
efficer commanding the Westmorland detachment to
meet me there with one company. The negroes
kad however fled, and I saw nothing of the West
.morland detachment. On my return to gnarters, I ob-

served the negroes at Montpelier new works, assem -
bled in a large body, sectting fireto the trash-houses,
I immediately ardered the detachment, who were. all
mounted, to dash into the mill-yard, and therebelswere
dispersed. In this attack (I understood from infor-
mation afterwards received) there were two of them
killed and one wonnded. Upon this occasion I have
to notice that Ensign Reanie, with a small advanced
detachment, was extremely active, and thruughous
the whole duty which the regiment had to perform,
I was ably supported by this officer. Upon my ar-
rival at quarters, I found the cowpuny of the Saint
James's regiment had arrived under the command of
Captain Ewart, at about five o'clock. At about
seven o'cleck the rebels advamced upon us in four
columns. The first body moved. upun the trash-
houses, to one of which they set fire, and became
engaged with Captain Ewart’s company and the pic-
quet-guard of the western interior under Ensign
Gibbes. The officers and men behaved in the most
gallant manner, and shortly dispersed the enemy.
This division, from the statement of Captain Ewart,
consisted of about forty men. The three other di-
visions attacked the main bedy of the W. L.
regiment, who had been formed into solid square,
and kept up a censideratle firing of musketry upon
tnem. The regiment reserved their fire until the
rebels had advanced within thirty or forsty yards,
when they commenced a very rapid fire, wnich con-
tinued for abont twenty minutes, when the enemy
dispersed in all directions. One body of the enemy,
who attacked by the muin road, could not have con-
sisted of less than two hundred men ; the numbers
in the other divisions I could not judge of, as they
were covered by a stone wall fence and the Hiil-
house, but both divisions appeared to have many fire-
arms. Where all behaved with so much gallantry,
it would be invidious to name any individual, at the
same time [ cannot omit mentioning that Mr. Rhodes
Evans a gentleman resident in the W. 1. distriet,
and who had volunteered his servicss, distinguished
himself, and I am under great obligations for his
able assistance. I must also state that I was much
indebted to Captain Bahme for his judicious sugges-
tions to me during and after the engagement. 1 re-
gret to and, that in this encounter, we had one man
killed and four swounded, and Major King's and Ser-
jeant Sewell's hats were shot through, but they re-
ceived no injury. 1 could not learn the exact num-
ber of the rebels killed and wounded, but I under-
stood afterwards that they admitied they had lost
ten men killed and twenty-five wounded. The com-
pany of the Saint James's regiment, Logether with
the W. I., lay under arms the remainder of the
night.

On the 30th, I ordered one of the companies of
the Westmorland regiment to move up to Mont-
pellier, but as I could place no dependence on their.
doing so, from the correspondence which I had
with the officer commanding the detachment, and as
the company of the Saint James's regiment, most
positively retused to rcmain at the post, and being
in want of both ammunition and provisions, I called
a meeting of the officers, and they were unani-
mously of opinion that I could not maintain the
post, and I therefore retreated with the whole bady
to_Montego-bay. The information reccived by the

a

xy
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«company from St.Jamies's was, that an overwhelming
body of negroes was collecting in every quarter
around us, and I also received similar inlormation.

On my arrival at Montego-bay, I was ordered |

by Colonel Lawson to detach a company to Catha-
rme Hall Estate, and the remainder of the regi-
ment remained for the night at Upton, and without
- any thing to eat. )

On the 31st, I was ordered by Colonel Lawson
to move the whole of my force to support a detach-
ment of the Saint James's regiment, at Fairfield
Estate, and I did so (with the exception of a few
mea left to guard the baggage) but found no detach-
mént there, and I therefore placed the regiment at
Cather'ne-hall Estate, where it now remains, ex-

cepting one company, sent to Fairfield by your’

wordes.
" You will observe, by the correspondence between
the officers of the Westmorland régiment and myself,
what sort of support I could expect from them,
T have also to add that the men have been most
wretchedly ‘supplied with provisions, and little or no
assistance have been rendered to them. In fact, in
one case, where a cart had been engaged to carry up
~‘supplies to Montp-lier, it was appropriated to car-
rying those for a division of the St. James’s -regi-
‘ment at Latiom.

Our arms are generally very inei’ﬁcient,- and’
seventy stand, which had been purchased for the

use of the W. I regiment, have been otherwise
‘appropriated. I have also to notice that- I have
not had time to cast a sufficient number of balls
‘and 10 make cart.idges (the usual musket-ball and

cartridge not suiting the rifle-pieces) and several:

of the men have only the suit of clothes on their
backs, and which they have now worn four or five
'days, their servants having been intercepted by the
negroes in attempting to carry their clothes to the
guard, and a féw of the officers are nearly in the
same situation. ’

" The cartridge paper, which I lately received from
the stores, is-so very bad that it cannnt be used ;
and I must, therefore, request an order from you on
Coloncl Lawson to supply me with half a ream.

I have, &ec.
(Signed) W. 8. GRIGNON,
Col. West Int. Regt.

No. 24,
My Lorbp, Mnchioneal, January 3, 1832.

¢ AS a magistrate of this district, I feel it my duty
1o muake known to your Lordship the state of in-
subordination amounting, I may almost say, to
rebellion, under which the slave population at present
Jabour. ,

I yesterday morning heard that my own people,
as well as those of four ndjacent estates, had refused
to go to their work. I used every persuasion, but
.with no eftect j—every hour since informs us of
similar delinquency on the part of othér estates ;
and from the manner in which the insubordination
first shews itself, there can be mo doubt but that it is
organised upon a system. To protect this district,
fourtecn miles in length, and-containing a population
of three thousand slaves, wve have only one com-
pany of militia for our protection, whose utirost

to do, if others do not - break out.

force 1 may estimate at forty, YWe lave sent to
Port Antonio for military assistance, but' I fear the
similar insubordination existing there, will prevent
the possibility of any’ assistance coming from that
quarter. 1 will venturc to suggest that a man-of-’
war of a small class, with a detachment of troops on
board, if speedily sent round, may possibly restore
tranquillity. The harbour is bad, but still is fre-
quented by merchantmen; at any rate, the man-
of -war may be in communication with the vessel
stationed at Port Antonio. [ have just heard that a
number of disaffected negro-men were met last
evening in the immediate neighbourhood of those
estates who first struck work, armed with cutlasses
and bills. .7 TIhave, &ec. )

(Signed) EDWARD PANTON.

- No. 25.—(Copy.)

) Montego-Bay, January 3, 1832,
My Lorp, Mid-day.

THE burnings are executed from signals on the
heights by moveable parties of negroes, not belong-
ing to the propertics they set on fire, but the negroes
on those preperties must be in the conspiracy, and
co-operators when these men arrive, otherwise they
have the means of preventing their effecting their
purpose. The whole of the men shot yesterday,
stated they had been told by white people for a long
time past, they were to be free at Christmas, and
that their freedom order had actually come out from
England, but was withheld ; that they had only to
strike work' en masse, and they: should gain their
object. That the whole of the estates in Trelawny
and Saint James had agreed so to do; that if they
were attewmpted to be forced to turn cut to work,
they were then to fire the properties, but not the

‘canes or the provision grounds or their own huts;

That this would make the proprietors come to their
terms. ‘The above is corroborated by the testimony
of several others nmow under trial, and in prison.
The men brought by the Blanche landed yesterday
evening, and I was enable¢d 1o send out four parties
with officers immediately to Fairfield, Belmont,
Saint Catherines Mont, and across the River to
Maroon town. :
The incendiaries sct on fire Belvidere, as Captain
Smith's 22d was moving up. He immediately
moved upon them, routed them in every direction,
and killed ahout fifteen men. But the fire could not
be extinguished. These posts continue occupied,
nor is there a man to be seen of the negroes, as I
am just returned frem thence. Bt the woods are

"so thick in the neighbourhood, and the paths by

which they retire impassable for any quick miove-
ment of “British to overtake them. Accennts from
Colonel Hilton at Rio Bueno, state as vet they are
quiet, but he is under apprehension of the estates .of
Lancaster, Harwony-hall, Manchester, Biddeford,
Bengal, and Dornock. .

He has Lis regiment at Rio Bueno, one hundred
and eighty men. I have desired him to protect, as
far as he can, these estaies, whicl he will be enabled
Accounts . from
Falnputh ave satisfactory, and Lucia district as yet
is quiet. The communication with -Maroon town is
now closed; as the rascals from-these ' envirous have
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assembled there.  To-morrow. morning I shall open
the comniunication.  Straggling partics of insurgents
had got upon the Lucia road, und fired upon the dis-

atch troopers. Ihave opened this morning that road,
Eut the fellows were seen and fled immediately into the
woods, on seesing our troops, therefore, as they may
return when the patroles are away, and as it is iinpos-
sible, except by dislodging them bodily, to ensure
safety on the roads. I shall make, as soon as I pos-
sibly can, a forward movement altogether, leaving
with the mnavy merely sufficient men to protect
Montego Bay.

Combustibles were found in a house here belong-
ing to the wife of one -of the men shot yesterday,
and no doubt exists she intended to fire it. She,
with the incendiaries caught in the fact, are now
trying. - The other prisoners, who amount to more
than.one hundred, I have put at the disposal of the
custos, whose opinion is, in which 1 coincide, that
those not actively implicated as incendiarjes, with the
women, had better be dismissed into the interior,
with some copies of the paper issued here. (A copy
of which I sent your Excellency yesterday.) The
Commodore, who is most zealously active in wishing
to co-dperate in every way with me, has permiited
nearly one hundred and fifty sailors and marines to
land every evening, and be placed as picquets on the
roads leading from the town, and the fort is under
their charge. 'Lhis is to me of the greatest assist-
snce.  Purther than this, he has by row-boats

protected the bay and shores. The Blossom:

is at Savannah-la-Mar, and has afforded assist-
tance by marines and others to the town. —
If from any further accounts your Lordship may
reccive that that part of the country is still threat-
ened, I would beg you would order Colonel Mac
Leod to send one hundred men from Kingston
and its necighbourhood, if you are all quiet there.
But recollect the importance-of Fort Augustus, and
the environs of Kingston and Spanish Town, and

1 am sure you will agree swith me that it is abso--

lutely requisite to have a large force disposable
there, should symptoms shew themselves there.

I have, &c.

(Signed) WILLOUGHBY 8, COTTON,
Major-General Commanding.
The Earl of Belmore.

The general court martial have condemned two
other negroes, and the woman to be hung. The
evidence is so direct. I have thought it my duty
to confirm the sentences. I received every assist
ance from the custos.

I cannot communicate with Accompory, except
by General Robertson with safety. I have written
to Colonel Hilton to call upon the maroons to send
a force to' Belfont, and to cut off the insurgents
from passing the Great River, and to offer three
hundred dollars for their bringing in any of the
chicfs of the insurrection ; they. are known to General
XRobertson. If the maroons will cover the Great
River from Chesterfield to Dacket Spring, we pre-
vent them effectually from entering Westmoreland.
Generzl Robertson occupies Nassau, Saint Elizabeth.
I &nd the greatest difficulty in acquiring the méans
of moving provisions which alone prevents my
zoving this cay. (Signed) W.S..C..

~ No. 26.—(Copy.)
Sin, » Montego-Bay, January 3, 1832.

I HAVE received your dispatch, announcing the:
declaration of martial law, as soon as it came to
hand; being Sunday afternoon, the lst instant; I
caused proclamation to be made accordingly, and the
rules and articles of war to be read to the militia
under arms.

The Major-General will inform his Excellency
respecting the military operations.

The militia to » man are zealous and loyal, no-
praise can be too high for their courage and conduct,

Yesterday Bellefield Estate was destroyed, heing
within three miles of the town ; an officer and twelve
‘men were stationed there, but were driven off by
numbers. A detachment of the 22d. on the next
estate (Iairfield) marched upon the rebels, but tco
laté to save the buildings; however they killed’
twelve of them, and must have wounded many..
The Ramble (the great house of Bellefield, and on
the hill above it} was burnt at the same time.

It is supposed that a hundred plantations and
settlements ‘ave already in ashes. If the rebellion
spreads, our force is quite insufficient to put it down ;.
all depends on the moral eftects of the employment -
of the King's troops..

Sir Willoughby has put forth a proclamation offer-
ing pardon to all but principals and chiefs; I have
some hopes that, backed by an imposing force, and.
the many losses the rebels have already suffered, this
measure will cause amongst them differences and
suspicions of each other, if it answers no other pur-
pose. As yct the insurgents have exhibited the-
most wretched cowardice. Captain George Gordon.
has done them much mischief tfrom his post at
Latium ; he has destroyed the negro-houses of many-
properties, when the negroes had first destroyed the
works, Five rebels have been tried by court martial®
and shot; a woman, also condemned, was spared,.

I think she should be hanged. 1 learn from Majorc

Campbell that,. assisted by a party of. the 22d, he
has held out at Schawearth. He states many.

negroes are fleeing into the woods, where they must

soon starve. I have; &c:
(Signed) RD." BARRETT,. Custos.
W, Bullock, Esq.

No. 27..

Head- Quarters; Montego-]:’&:/,
My Lorp; January 4, Five P. M.
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your Ex--

cellency’s dispatches, with inclosures, of the 2d:

(vesterday), and feel gratified that the measures I.

have taken have met your Lordship’s approbation, °

Y am no advocate for severe measures, if they can
possibly be avoided ;- but where example is neces-
sary the sooner it is made the more effect it will °
have; and- these infamous wretches have not only
set the properties on fire, but their cruelty in variouvs

instances has been excessive, besides being at this .

mioment in rebellion,

I am now happy, My Lord, to give you satisfze-
tory accounts from henee. The measures adopted,
together with the proclamation.issued, has Had the -

nost extraordinary effcct ; . J have this afternoon re--
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%cived accounts from Pitlour and Latium, stating
the negroes were coming in fast, and the road to
Maroon town is open.  The attacks made yesterday,
and the number of men they have lost in the various
aflairs, which I find is more considerable than I
1magmed has spread a panic amongst them that has
cleared them from this neighbourhood, and I think
the movement to morrow will stop any further de-
predations - hereabouts. I have closed Colonel Hil-
ton upon Falmouth, and begged General Cox to send
three companies to Rio Bueno; Colonel Hilton will
occupy, till further orders, Duncans, Cambridge, and
Mountain 8p'iig; my gieat object will be to get
them between my columns.

I have begged the Commodore (who has acceeded
“directly) to et a sloop of war moor immediately to
the mouth of Great River, and land a party of
marines and sailors to occupy the post of Round-
hill, from which Colonel Campbell will move at four
to -morrow moming The road is perfectly open,
but it is requNte to ensure its continvanée, and also
come against any scoundrels that may lurk about
some properties that still remain. It appears be-
yond doubt that the burnings are conducted by re
gular parties ; they are dressed many in blue jackets
and black cross belts, some thus accoutred (four or
five) were distinctly seen yesterday by Captain Bur-
nett, who advanced, by his report this morning,
higher up the hills than I at first understood. He
addressed several parties who were standing within
hail in groupes, and they hallowed war, war; he
stat¢s that not miore than twenty were armed that
hc saw, who fled with three or four hundred others,
who were on the side of the hills; upon the sailors
and marines firing. I am thus minwe in detail that
your Lordship may be e\actly aware of their state.

I am happy your Excellency has conferred the
rank of Lieutenant-General of Militia upon Coloncl
Macleod, you could not have placed it in better
hands. l\la\ I request your Excellency would give
the Major-Generalship of this district, now vacant, to
Colonel Campbell, commanding the Hanover regi-
ment, he is an active serviceable man, and a very good
officer, and I am confident you could not bestow it
on one so deserving in a military sense. I told him
I would recommend him, but he fears expence,
though now he is willing to accept it.

[ have communicated with Generals Robertson
and Crawford. I will write to-morrow after re-
ceiving the reports. Should they find the negroes
in force at Seven Rivers, or in position in any of
that district, I shall conduct, personally, a reinforce-
ment to the point most esseutml and attack thein
ilmediately.

. I hope I shall be enabled to give your Excellency
soine satisfactory accounts to-morrow ; with endea-
vouring to establish an organized system of con-

ducting alfairs ; and with being on my horse to]

ryconnoitre the real state of the country.

I have had scarce an instant to command to ad-
dress my reports to your Lordship, therefore 1 crave
pardon tor the has'y manner they may be drawn
up in.

I have, &c.

WILLOUGHBY COTTON,

(Signed)
' M. G.

The Earl of DBelmore.

N

No. 28.
Sir, Faimouth, January 4, 1832.

YOU may imagine the state I was in last night,
from not being able to sign a letter I sent you by
post, in fact I was so ill, that the people abount me
got much alarmed. I am free from fever and better
this morning; and, agreeably to Sir W. Cotton’s
orders, I address you on the present occasion.
From a representation made to him by Colonel
Cadicen, he has instructed me to apply to you imme-
diately for a supply of arms. Colonel Cadien states-
the quantity required to be one hundred stand of
muskets complete, and thirty ball cartridges, which
I hope will be sent round as soon as possible. It is:
the intention of Colonel Cadien to arm the artillery
company with muskets, except as many as may be
necessary to work the few field pieces which we:
have got. Though Sir W. Cotton has been made
acquainted with my resignation, yet he has givén’
orders to Colonel Cadien to act entirely by my ad-
vice, which will be most freely gwen as long as T
am able. Had Colonel Tyler acted in the first in--
stance with the promptitude that I wished him to
have done, I de not think things would Lave got to.
such a head in this parish, but the three magistrates
formerly alluded to, persuaded him that I had not-
sufficient grounds to order a company of militia to
York Estate, but I knew the people we had to deal
with better than they did, and I am convineced that-
a vigorous act at first would have intimidated them
before they had committed themselves so.far as to
endanger their lives. I am now, however, happy
to inform you, that the acts of vigour which have .
been pursued, have induced most of the negroes-of
this parish to return to their work. Orange Valley,
and one or two estates in that neighbourhood are
still holding out, but from its being reported to me-
this morning, that the noise of artillery -has becn
heard in that direction, I am in great hopes that
Major Neilson, with his strong detachment, has
fallen in with them; and my advice to Colonel
Cadien was, to take as few prisoners as possible ;.
these people (Orange Valley) had quitted their
houses with their valuables, and retired to the woods,
this they would not have had any opportunity of
doing had my advice been promptly complied with ;
advice, in fact, was the only mode in which I could
act until martial law was proclaimed. We have
here now about one hundred and fifty prisoners;
Sir W, Cotton has sent up orders to form a court
martial, which is just now sitting, and I hope they
will be able to bring acts of rebellion home to them, .
to cnable us to make such an example as will inti-
midate the others. Sir W. Cotton has ordered such
as cannot be convicted to be dismissed, after having
His Majesty’s proclamation read to them; but this
they were all acquainted with before, as i xdelately
on my receipt of it, I had two hundred copies
thrown off and distributed all over the country,
There does not appear to have heen any combi-
nation formed by the negrees in this parish, which
[ cousider fortunate, 1 tind the court martial has
adjourned until nine o'clock to-morrow.

There is no ciren.ustance of wy life that I regret
more that not being able to mount my horse, the

| moment the first mtelh;vence of the bysiness at Yoik

rcamcd me, as I think T would Lavz acted w.th sach



vigour as would have nipped the business in the bud,
but as no act of violence took place at York after
the burning of the trash-houses, I hope his Excel-
lency will be pleased to pass over what I consider

the improper conduct of the magistrates ; the facts

are these, the moment I tock the deposmon on oath
of the beok- -keeper, I issued a warrant against five
of the negroes whom he considered as the ringlead-
ets, with orders to send up the constables with a
company of militia to have it executed, the great
error of these magistrates was the preventing the
militia accompanying the constables who 1 was cet-
tiin could not execute the warrant without any
assistance, and which I told theni the moment I cane
down to Falmouth, and that they had taken great
responsibility upon themselves in disobeying my
orders ; my fears proved correct and the delinquents
escaped. 1 am sorry the letter they wrote is at
Fontabelle, but I consider it my duty to mention
their names, viz. Mr. Lamont, Mr. Dyer, and M.
George Miller, as I wish minuately to acquaint his
Excellency with every circumstance that comes to
my knowledge. I must beg leave to state that I highly
dlsapprove of the conduct of Mr, Moulton Barrett,

it has been stated to me that he was seen riding out.

of town with a Mr. Box, who I had ordered to bé

taken into custody as one of the incendiary preachers ;-
under some pretence he was permitted- to-quit the.

Court-house, and by that means made his escape,

supposed to ngston, where I hope he wﬂl be taken
into custod;.

I am h'lppy to inform you since wntmg the above |

that Major Neilson, has reported to. me that many of
the Orange-vallev negroes have turned out to work,
their depdt ‘of valuables having been.discovered- and
burnt. Iregret to say that the Kent negroes still
continue refractory, having every thing from their
houses, even their chlldren, but strong measurcs are
to be immediately pursued against them. I am
happy to inform you that every estate under my
charge have continued faithfully at their work and
completely protected their' Master's property, which
is very gratifying to me. I do not wish to make
any insidious remarks, but if other gentlemen had
acted with the same kindness and taken the same
pains to explain the real nature of things as’I have
done, I do not think that this unfortunate msurrec~
tion would have been so general, as in St. James's in
porticular their vengeance seems to be pointed
against certain individuals.

I am happy still to bear testimony to the cool
vigorous, .end determined conduct of Colonel Cadlen
beggmg to refer you to the dispatches of Sir W. Cot.
ton, Colonel Lawson and Colonel Cadien, it is
unnecessary for me to add any thing further.

. I have, &e.

(Siﬂned) . JAS. N[ACDOVALD
William _Bullock, Esq.
) &c.” &e.  &e. .
: No. 29. ‘
" Sim, ngs -House, January 6, 1832.

IN consequehce of the jnformation’ contained in
vour letter of 4th instant, I have to inform you, that
DMr. Box has been arrested ; end although your

letter does not stute the charge preferved agamst him,
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his E\ccllmcy coksiders it qmte ~ufﬁclent t6 cause him
to be detained until he may hear further from you ;
you will therefore luse no time in transmitting to
me such information as you may have obtained
when, if the charges preferred appear sufficient, he
will be conveyved to Falmouth to abide his tial.

The lamentable crisis which has now arrived
renders example nccessary, however abhorrent it
st be to resort to it 3 aund if it shou'd appear that
Englishmen, men of scnse and education, have becn
wicked cnough to excite the slaves to rebe]hon, it
cannot be supposed that they shall escape because
they are slso ministers of religion. But His Ex-
cellency directs me to impress strongly on your mind
the great discretion which in such a case should be
adapted to endesvour, by e¢very means in your
power, to divest tribunals {rom all feeling of preju-
dlce, and above all of prejudice on grounds of religion,
for in civil commotion the evil is never so great as
when it assumes an appearance of religious war.

I have, &c.
(Signed)
Honourable Jas. M<Dogald.

WM. BULLOCEK.

~ No. 30.
. ' Head-Quarters, Montego- By,
My Lorbp, January 5, Ten 4. M.
I HASTEN to acquaint your- Excellency that

tranquillity is returning fast to_a!l this ne ghbour-—.
hood ; the negroes, avaxhng themselves ‘of tie pxo- :
.clamatxon 1.issued, are-coming in from all directions.

The.three columns I mentioned to your Excellency .
that I should put in motion to cpen the Savannah-
road nioved before day-light this mommg, and will
reach their points w ithout 2 any opposition. Theroads
to Lucia, Maroon town, and all round this town,
are clear, and many proprietors and attorneys are
now procecdmg to vlsxt theu' estates. . All the ladies
and other women who had embarked. on -board
vessels in the harbour, before 1 read;gd this place, -
are now disembarking and resuming their dorhestic
avocations. I hopeina few davs I shall be ghle
to have negroes bringing prousmns and supp! yhxg
this place again, bus it will 1eq\me time before con-
fidence can be restored ; the fact is, the negroes in
this -district have behaved infamously, nor is thefe
the slightest palliation .for their conduct. I have
most minutely inquired into the treatment generally
and particularly, and can aver it has been most kird.
That the overseers, or attorneys, or magistrates,
should not have acquainted the Executive Govern-

ment the extent to which the deternmnination of the |

negroes had gone all round this district, “ not to work
after New-Year's-day, without being made free,”

is most astonishing, as it would appeur to have biea
known on almost all the estates, that thcse were the

sentiments of the negroes.
I have adjourned the general conrt-martial at this

place for the present, and have cleared the gaoI as far .

as possible. e
Since commencing this dispatch I hav 'ecexved
accounts of the negroes at Retirement, and t\m'bther
propemes lnnng come in bodily,
1 mll write to your Excellency again in the even-

Tt



- _ar\y el‘ronebuS'

[ 410 ]

ing, but the. accounts being so very satisfactory Would
not: dé‘lﬁ) B momérw s

; _OTTON M.G.

Colon' .Campbeﬂ has_taken a ruler, who. came
;in the

,'en questioned fulfy avowed the_ _purpose he.
. and régretted not doing. it. I.have.ordered.
try’ ity mstamly, and if found, gullty to”
approve ‘the gouttnmamal and shoot him. It is_ the
fear:of tishiment “that slone’ acts upon them to’

i ‘n for depend

npon it there je & bad spirit’
(Slgned) W.C:

No. 3l :
Cu'cular tm tke several C’ustades.

Sz, ngs-House July 29, 1831.

1 AM commanded by is ’Excellency the Governor
to inclose an extract, of a dlspatch from Lord Gode-
ncb dlsc]armmg, i “the most dlstmct manner, any
intention on the part of His Magesty s. Govérnment,
to adopt any measures which may “have. the effect of
interfering with the spirit of the-resolution of the
House of Commons, of 1823, relative to the ultimate

extinction of slavery in His- Ma_)esty s colonies.
trusts :hat this explicit- declaration
ment wﬂl rémove iy alarm |
s of the P@rgc!!i_fgl;-r.é%‘q:.

f‘ o3

ERERSNER

» or.
View, t fo
Excellency ¥ reque

" g PRI ; -
WM. BULLOCK."

(S!sns.d);

‘N, 32. "—'(con' den’tial;)

2 ‘fo Hiing.

AR ‘A more’ “private _manner hlS request thatA
Gw wﬂl enae_to ’

" clrcp stailce ‘anse‘ io req;nre the |

B ad‘ophdn of furtbqrAmensures, in_order to" refove
ssion_ t.hev _may ] ha\e rece1ved [

M estys G0vemment you |
ased io _give h;s }Lxcellency ‘the earlrest

mg thls commun_lcatron to you, his Ex-

y ou will Iunde tand that he places
the hrogs 1mphc1t éonf ence Iin the good conduct of
the slaves, and he oniy "uggests a vigilauce, which is'|
at_31 tiges ‘inore o less " necessary,’ but more par-
ucu!é.riy §0 wheti aiscussmns have taken place, whlch
are Habk to mxsconsf.mctxon and mxsrepresentatlon. |

Thave, &e.;
(&gned) ‘

W. ,BU LLOCK..

N ,_.-A (S PR

¢ act, of settmg fire. to. a.propeity, .

rpOWer shall bé wanting 't¢" forward the : ViEws ‘of

! sures have been take

, No. 33;

b - Blanchg, Montego- -Bay A
My. Losp, January 8, 1832,

L AVAIL- myse]? of -dispatch” Just going - “off to

| 'your Lordshrp, ta state- how" the squadron is now,

stationed.

Youor Lordship has long ere now been: informed
of -the,arrival of His Majésty’s ship” Blanche; at thlqr,,_
anchorage, with the detachméht of trqops’ “which 3
took, on“board at Port Royal. 1 found’, here ‘the_
Race Horse and Sparféwhawk ;' and that’ the Blos-
som was st Sivanneh l¢ Mar; the Firefly . at. BlacE
‘River; and Chamipion ag Poft Anitonio. * d

On our. first. reachmg ‘this pnrt, ‘the appearance of
the country.’in flames, and “the amount “of the 3 Nery..
genera] disaffection and 1&volt of ‘the " negroes; were,
traly dlstresszng I-am fiow, ‘However, ’happ to..
‘have it in iny power to say, “that; by, the prompt an;i
active measures: taken by the’ Cémmander in hict
of .the, Forces, “toupled wnth a well timed_ proclag %
-tiom, holdmg ‘out  mercy to, thiose’ wl;o Would shew
contrition for-their ciimes atid mmedrately remrn‘ tq‘
their duty, the face of affairs hag ‘been’ very’"ﬁi‘r’
changed for the. better, atid T am’ sanguing n
’hevmg that in a short time; by’a, connnuangepf, t,hg:_‘_
san‘he aétive. and Judrclous meastres, will prodpce, tlfe\,
most fevourable resalt; and althougﬁ_‘the nise 4h‘ie}' agge
to. the. properties arid the “islind’ cannot be' ‘reg
yet:that confidence and tranqm]hty will enable
planter to ‘tecovér what may be possiblé undere suc
unfortunate circumstances.

+ I Yiave ‘thie pleasire to dssure your Lordship of ﬂgq=
"real .and cordial - co-operatmn “of 1 my naVal de{;?rt-
mem with that of the: nnhtary, and’ nptlnﬁg m mLy

' Willoughby. Cotton, and the pubhc 84TV
'kindly on inany occdsions mag!e e ’a b
"I his plan of operations ;" yesterday 1 dispatchied the
- Sparigwhawk, to’ take fip d position to coVetrf'z'if,bﬁ., ge
'ovex Great River, near” Hill, “Which i wnhnl\%i';@ of |
[ this anchorage whilst am l‘.'u;lg%{g:?f: Hpq;;-'

j , At may appear to your. Lordshrp that severe mea-
by.ih Com: ﬂmnderixn Ine 9{_

s il

but T csn assure Jour”, “Lordsh gm’t "a . nothing
sense of ~public” duty conld “have' ociga
measure, which “was absolutely necessary

. Before I close this Ietter,,I’max‘be f ‘mention
tg" your LOl‘dShlP, ihat ﬂi; arnva{l‘%f, tfl & g%qr
orse ‘@t thls anc Fe’ [

nd t 'Jr ‘aati yQ q, .
_]udmous measi staken y ‘Cbrxgiknta X W ki(a Wj:
had the effect of restonng conﬁdence tov.h SO,
nd in fact, "1 mlght almost say, saved it fromﬂh '
gttack by the rebels, “Who' ful]y intended to. burn’it.
He'*landed his "seamen and’ iz'fénnes, and took .
éharge of defending the several passagés into, the
own, which gave the greatest “confidencé €0 the
habltants.

I have the honour to be, &c

Ts t!zc several Cuslo' 5

l’untcd 8 a‘ I’ublrshed at, me Office, |

(Sl

~ (Signed), ARTHUR FARQUHAR.
13, Excelléney the. Right. Hoxw;c tble. :
[ the Eafl of Belmore.

Cannon-Baw, Pgrharpg%Stree,t, by Renznr Gnoncn CLARKE.

L Pnce Two Slnllmgs and: Five Pence..]



Missing Page

This page has been determined to be missing
from the bound volume.



Missing Page

This page has been determined to be missing
from the bound volume.



