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St. James's-Palace, December 6,

THIS day His Majesty proceeded in state from
St. James's-Palace to the House of Peers, where

he arrived about a quarter past two o'clock; and,
having alighted from the- state coach, was received
at the portico by the Great Officers of State and
others^ and proceeded to the robing-room in the
customary manner.

His Majesty was there robed, and having put on
the imperial crown, the procession moved into the

House in the usual order.

His Majesty being seated upon the Throne, the
Great Officers of State and others standing on the
right and left, Sir Thomas Tyrwhitt, Knt. Gentle-
man Usher of the Black Rod, was sent with a
message from His Majesty to the House of Com-
mons, commanding their attendance in the House
of Peers. The Commons being come thither ac-
cordingly, His Majesty was pleased to deliver'the
following most gracious Speech to both Houses of
Parliament:

My Lords, and Gentlemen,
I HAVE called you together that you may resume,

without further delay, the important duties to which
the circumstances of the times require your im-
mediate attentionj and 1 sincerely regret the incon-
venience which I am well aware you must experience
from so early a renewal of your labours, after the
short interval allowed you for repose from the fatigues
of the last session. •

I feel it to be My duty, in the first place, to re-*
commend to your most careful consideration the
measures which will be proposed to you for a reform
in the Commons House of Parliament, a speedy
and satisfactory settlement of this question" becomes
daily "of more pressing importance to the security of
the State and to the contentment and welfare of My
people.

I deeply lament the distress which still prevails in
many parts of My dominions j and for which the
preservation of peace, both at home and abroad, will,
under the blessing of Divine Providence, afford the
best and ni'ost effectual remedy. I feel assured of
your disposition to adopt any practicable measures,
which you will always find me ready and anxious to
assist, both for removing the causes and mitigating
the effects of the want of employment, which the
embarrassments of commerce and the consequent
interruption of the-pursuits of'industry have oc-
casioned^

It is with great regret that I have observed the
existence of a disease at Sunderland, similar in its
appearance and character -to that which has existed
in many parts of Europe. Whether it is indigenous,
or has been "imported from abroad, is a question in-
Tolved in much uncertainty; but its progress has
neither been so extensive nor so fatal us on the
Continent. It is not, however, the less necessary
to use every precaution against t'.ie further extension
of this malady.; and the measures recommended by
those1 wlio have had the best opportunities of ob-


