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India-Board, August9, 1825." ' ' ' ]bringing to the notice of the- Right Honourable-
DISPATCH ‘has .beeh-teceived at- the East:| the Governor-General in Council the judgment and-
India-House- from: the Gavernor-General -in | de:cjsion.of Lie“‘e!‘a‘?t‘(?"l(?ﬁel Gaodwin and Cap--
Council at ¥ort Williami: in: Bengal, with in- | tait Chads, R, N. (appointed. by Captain Alexan-
" closures, of which. the following are copies and’

extracts s .. . 1 ¢4 . e ~ . | bearing no _less honourable testimony to the irre-

| sistible intrepidity so eften displayed” both by sol--

Extract ﬁom:é‘biépétéh:frohz the Governor- General | dxe'rs and sailors on this expedition,
in. Council ‘to the Secret-Commiitee of the Court |- . Lbave, &c. -

of Directors, dated Fort-William, 11th March A. CAMPBELL..
1825. o ' S ’ ro

T

WE havé the honour to ‘transmit, for the in- Copy of - aLetter., froin. Ligﬁieﬁé’rg‘t-(}qlén'el Gédwin,_ .
formation of your Honodurable'Committee; a copy { . .commanding His Majesty’s. 41st Regiment, to Bri-

of a dispatch received from.Brigadier-General:Sir | - gadier-General Sir.A;.Campbell,' dated Rangoon,,
Archibald Campbell, dated 11th. ultimo, since the §.  9th Febraary 1825, .
date of ‘our last letter to your address, dated 25th 4SIR,.

ultimo, . ‘T-HE force you did. me ‘the honour to place una-

-der my command on the 5th instant, for-the capture -

: , ' oo el e L
Copy of a Letter from Brigadier-General Sir-drchi- | of the enemy’s works-at Quangalle, ov ‘Tantabain,,,

bald Campbell,K,.C: B; to George Swinton, Esq.. | reached ‘that:point.on the 6th, .at five.in the even-
Secretary to-the Bengal Government, dated Ran- | ing.” .1 am to premise that on .the morning of the-
goon, 11th February 1825.. 6th a flag of truce. was sent up with the two Bur-
e T S . mese prisouers,,,_couveyir;g your Proclamation, and ,
b5 i o ewcw oo e | which wagrreceived by the. enemy; and replied to"
DEEMING it of importance;.previous: to; the | most respectfully, explaining the -inubility of the -
troops finally.breaking. up from quarters, . to dis--;| Chief to sarrender, in a.language of mildness
lodge the epemy’s advanced - division:from their:{ rarelyused by this vain and barbarous people,
defences on the. Lyng River, I.directed Lieutepant-.| . The position. ot the enemy was a strong and
Colouel Godwin to proceed with a body of troops [.imposing one, upon the peint of a peninsula, form-
to Tavtabain, and summon. the enemy. to; retire.| ing an,angle of one thousand four hundred and forty
from his works, which, in"the event of thesum-.| paces; strongly.stockuded, and abattised down to the -
mons not* being attended- to, -he was. furtheri| bank of .the river, b_gltfel!t,il‘@;!)" open to the rear, .
directed to take possession of by force of arms. | - ‘The.Satellite armed ship, towed by, the steam- -
A detail of the operations of the column js. here: | boat, and directed by Captain Chads, . of. His Ma-..
with  sent, . affording me. artother opportunity of| jesty’s ship Arachné, laid her broadside so admi.

der to the vaval command on that service), and:



. r
Tably as to enfilade the whole of the principal face
of the works. ) )
At half musket-shot. we were ‘received with
thirty-six pieces of artillery, il)(lgPéﬁ(lelltly pf Jjin-
gals, and two thousand men : this was hn'mb[): re-
plied to by the guns of the Stellite, assisted by Cap-
tain Graham, of the Bengal rocket troop, who, by
the most excellent practice with his rockets from
the steam-boat, surprized them with an arm of
offence that will prove a most foripidable weapon.
1 perceived ftrom.the Satellite that the work all
Tound was easily assailable; and in ten uinutes
after the signal was made the place was stormed,
leaving in our possession thirty-tour pieces of can-
not.. The enemy suffered severely, aud were fol-
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lowed for a mile and a half, I .

1 have again the pleasure to mention the name of
Lieatenant. Kcele, of His Majesty’s ship Arachug,
who, with Lieutenant Hall, of His Majesty's ship
Alligator, and their boats’ crews, were the first to
enter the enemy’s position, 'dml’ their condu‘ct; was
most conspicuous ; these were followed by Captain
O'Reiily, with the grenadiers of His Majesty’s
415t regiment. ’ .

Our loss, I am most happy to say, is compara-
tively. nothing, and this is accounted for by the
boats, containing the troops, being placed-undgr
the land out of the enemy’s opening fire, till

they were to storm by signal. _
" The next day, the 7th, the two branchies of the

Paylang  River were recounoitered, the right by |

Captain Clads,” whom I accompanied, and the left
by Lieutenant Keele, for eighteen miles up, and
an immense guantity of fire rafts were (lest:'oye(l.

- May I request your thanks to Captain Chads, of
His Majesty’s ship Aracling, commanding the naval
part of the expedition, for the large share he had
in the capture of this post, for Captain Graham,
Bengal rocket troop, Captain Waterman, His Ma-
jesty's 13th light infantry, Assistant Quartermaster-
General, and Lientenant Cochran, His Majesty's
47st regiment, wy actirg Brigade Major,

The conduct of the derails of the Kuropean and
native troops reflects the highest honour on their
respective regiments, and merits'your warmest ap-
" probation, I have',--&c. - ‘
HENRY GODWIN, Lieut Col,

H. M. 41st regt. commanding,

Iietiu‘n of the Killed and Wounded of a Detachment
-under the Command of Lieutenant-Colonel God-
win, at the Capture of Quangalle or Tuntabain
Stockade, 6th February 1825, :

1 serieant or havildar, 2 rank and file;
'3 fascars, wounded; 1 seaman drowned,

Total ~None kiiled; 9 wounded; 1 drowned,
: H. GODWIN, Lieuat. Col,
J. COCHRAN, Lt. Actg. M. B,

4 seamen,

Return of Ordnance, &c. capturerl at Tantabain by |
the Force under the Command 6f Lieutenant-
Caolonel Godwin, on the 6th February 1825.

Brass Guns—] ten-pounder, 30 &hree-p_minders;

ra:
kS

Iron Guns—2 seven-pounders, 1 six-pounder, 1
five-pounder, 4 four-pomrders, 6 three-pounders,
I two-poimder,

35 gov-carriages of sorts.

Of jingals, muskets, shot, powder, spears, &c.
taken, no estimate made. The powder was

mostly destroyed, .
C. GRAHAM, Capt H. P,
comg. Rocket Details,

S

Copy of a Letter (transmitted by the Governor- Ge-
nerul in Council to the Secret Coivmittee), from
Licutenant-Colonel Hampton to Lieutenant-Colo-
nel Nicol, Adjutant- General of the drmy, dated
Chedube, Sth February 1825,

SIR,

CAPTAIN Hardy, commanding the Honourable
Company’s frigate Hastings, having sent me two'
Burmese prisoners taken at Ramree island, on thie
22d ultimo, by a partysent on shore from that vessel,
and baving, trom those individuals, obtained what.
I' considered sufficient intormation regirding its
localities, defences, and means of resistance, to
justify wy making a descent ou the istand, with
the view of its capturé’ I addressed bim on the
subject, stating, that if he would make arrange-
ments for the transportation of part of the force
under my command, I should be most happy 1o
Jjoin him (Captain Hardy being at this time most
actively employed.in surveying and Yeconnoiutering
the harbour and, creek of Rdmree), and had not
the least '(loub.r, -provided the information proved
correct, that,. with his cordial co-operation and,
assistance, we should neither ind much difficulty
nor trouble in accomplishing the object

Captain Hardy came over to Cheduba on the
27th, and atter 4 short consultation (although he
was of opiniofi that ‘our Enfapeon force was not
sufficient, yet he was unwilling to throw any ob-
stacle in the way), the business was determined
on . :
By five .P. M. on the 29th the detachment, de-
tailed in the margin,® was embarked on board the
de; bt ship Francis Warden, the armed brig Planet,
and the flotilla of gun-hoats  The brig having the
ar(iller)J on board sailed that afternoon, and on
the following morniig the remainder ot the vessels
got un(ier weigh, but from light and variable winds,
and_the inicacy of the entrunce into Ramree
havboug, we did not reach the mouth ot the creck

until the morning of the 2d instant,
At
Major Murray, Captain Hall, commanding the ar-

tillery,jand my stalf Lieutenant Margrave, weat for
the puypose i.f examining the localities of tlie creek,
atd ascertaining the landing place, ‘which had been
poimeﬁ aut by’ one of the gnides. About five -
P. M. |[the party returned, and reported that the
place pointed out appeared a favourable spot for
fandiof at high water, and just above it the creek
was sfrongly staked ucross.  About three hundred
yards furtheér up the creck there was a second: row

he
j\ne P M. Caprain Hardy, accompanied by

{ of stakes much stronger, and defeénded by abattery, -

. * 48 artillery men, with two brigades of guns~520.men

{ -one-pounder, E U

of the 20th regt. N, L ) .. . :
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from which the enemy opened a heavy but ill-
directed fire upon the boats from jingals and mns-
ketry. " About half a mile np the ereek, beyond
the second row of stakes, the angle of a stockade
was visible,

Arrangements being made for landing the troops
as early in the morning as possible, to benefit by
the flood tide, the distauce from the vessels ro the
landing place being about four miles, by halfpast
nine, A.DM. nearly the whole force was landed
without opposition,

1 immediately formed a column, of the strength

_specified in the margin®, with the view of attacking

the enemy in the flank, aud driving him from the
breast-work which defended the creek, to enable
Captain Hardy to proceed up with the gun-boats,
to remove the stakes, and to accompany the troops
to the principal stockade, leaving Captain Skardon
with the reserve of about one hundred and eighry
men, and the two brigades of guns, under Captain
Hall, to act in concert with Captain Hardy as ci1-
cumstances might renler necessaty,

The column of attack, I regret to say, was led
by the guides in quite a different direction to the
place 1 wished to carry, and had to surmount
obstacles never contemplated from the intormation
received, The gallantry of the party, however,
overcame every difficulty which presented itself,:
and drove the enemy from all his entrenched po-
sitions at the point of the bayonet, obliging Lim to
take sbielter in his usual place of resort, the jungle,
from which a galling fire was kept up until he was
dislodged by our troops. .

It being now half past three p. n. the detach-
ment guite fatigued and exausted for want of water,
and finding that it was totally impracticable to ad-
vance by the road poiuted out, the jungle being so
very close as not to admit of w file of men abreast,
and lined by the enemy who had now opened a fire
upon our rear, and being about five wiles distant
from the bonts, without any possibility of commu-

pication, and it appearing evident that we bhad|

been most treacherously deceived, it was deemed
prudent and advisable to return to the boats so as
to arrive in sufficient time to recross the nullahs,
which had so greatly impeded our advance,

The enemy reoccopied every Lill and p'lain as we
quitted, and continued fiving on us fromw jingals and
matchlocks, until checked by the arrival of the
reserve, whea a few well directed rounds from th.e
six pounder field pieces .dislodged.them from their
Jurking places, and effectually silenced their fire,
which enabled us to re-embark the whole force by

six P. M. N .

* H. M. 54th Regt. - - - - 6
Marines of the Hastings - - - 80
Reameny - - - - - - 60
40th Kegt, Native Infantry - - 330

426

Hovrever much it iz to be lamented that our en-
terprize has not been crowned with that success,
wlhiich the hitformation I had received gave me
every reason to expect, as well as the loss we have
sustained, yet I trust his Excellency the Commander-
in-Chief will view it as triffing, compared with the
informatjon which has been acquired respecting the
harbour of Ramree and itslocalities by the zealows
and indefatigable exertions of Cap_tain Hardy, and
which no doubt may prove of the utmost import-
ance should Government deem it expedient hereafter
to send an adequate foree to take possession of, and
occupy 1t.

From my own personal observation, if I may be
pernitted to offer an opinion, the island is particu-
larly strong; and from the localities of the country
its natural defences and means of resistance, it
will require a force of at least fifteen Lundred or two
thousand men inclading five hundred Eurapean
troops, with a due proportion of artillery and
pioneers to take and maintain it,

When every man composing the force did his
duaty, it is diffienlt to discriminate individual merit,
but I should consider myself wanting in duty were
I not to bring to the notice of his Excellency the
gallant conduct of Lieutenant Bell, of the Bombay
European regiment, commanding the marines, and
of Lientenaut Cox, commanding the light com-
pany of my own regiment, who were conspicuously
forward on every occasion, shewing an exampleto
their men, which did thers honour and credit,

To Captain Hardy, who cominanded the maval
part ol the force, and who was engaged with the
gun-boats during my abseuce endeavouring to
remove the stakes and force a passage up the creek
to the enemy’s breast work, and whose Officers and
seamen exerted themselves to their utmost, my sin-
cere and grateful thanks are due, as well as for his
cordial cooperation and assistance ou every occa- .
sion wherever the public service required it.

Herewith I do myself the honour'to inclose a
return of Kkilled and wounded.

1 am, &e.
- R. HAMPTON,

+

Return of Killed and Wounded during Operations
on the Island of Ramree, on the 3d of Fga
bruary 1825,

H. M. 54th Regt.—1 killed; 1 wounded,

European Regt.—I killed; 3 wounded (1 singe
dead). _

Seamen—4 wounded (1 since dead).

40th Regt. N.1.—3 killed ; 12 wouuded,.
Total—5 killed; 20 wounded. -

I master's mate killed, and 1 seaman and 1 lascar
wounded, in the gun-boats,

ROBERT MARGRAVE, Licutenant,
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