ment of the pecunfary claio® of this country wpon
the Court of Vienna. - . :

His Majesty has directed that a copy of this [
| your best attention aud assistance to any proposi-

Convention shall be'laid before you, and He Telies
on your assistance for the execution of some of its
provisions, .

Anxiously as His Majesty deprecated the com-
mencement of the war in. Spain, He is every day
thore satisfied that in the strict neutrality which
He determined to observe in that contest (and
-which you so cordizlly approved), He best con-
sulted the true interests of His people,

With respect to the provinces of America-which

have declared their separation from Spain, His Ma-
“Jesty’s conduct has been open and consistent ; and
His opinious have been at all times frankly a\(’o,tm’u‘f.d.
to Spain and to other Powers. S
His Majesty has appointed Consuls to reside at
the principal ports and places of those provinces,
for the progectiop of the trade of His squgcgs.. o
‘ As to ar;y further measures, His Majesty. has re
served to Himself: an unfettered discretion, to be
“éxe:réi'sed ‘as the ciréﬁqﬁétépcés ‘of' ft'liosé cdumi-ies,"
* i thie interests of His own peéplg, ‘nay appear
“t5 His Majesty to require, o !
) Gentlemen of the House of .Commans,” - 1
“His Majesfy has directedhlnys to iq-.;fnrin- you that ‘
the estimates for the year are prepared and shail be,
"forthwitli laid before you. R . o
“A“Th:e[‘ ﬁ\lp\grqus ]Soints. at ‘tyhich', _under present.
::irﬁlmst,énces, His Majesty's. naval force is neced-'
'iarili disn:ibuted, ‘and the ocqasion which has‘
srisen for streogthening His garrisans in the West
.'fﬁdiéé, have rgnderetf uriavoidabfg some augmenta-
“tion of His establishaients by sea and land.
iy Hls Majesty has, however, .the gra_giﬁcaﬁqn of
‘béli'eving, that notwithstanding the increase of ex-
pénce incident to 'tllese augmentations, it will still
J‘)‘e’in‘your power, after providing for the services
~of the year, to make arrangements in some parts.
of our system of taxation, which may afford relief
to certain important brauches of the national in-
“dustry. - '
. My Lords and Gentlémen, ,
'Hi's Méjesty has commauded_us to acquaint yon,
t—hat He has not been ivattentive to the desire ex-
px:esse({ by the House of Commeons in the. last.

Se‘és‘i(m' of . Pm‘liamgnt, that means should be |.

‘devised for ameliorating the condition of the|
Hégfd slaves‘in the West Indies, o

His Majesty bas directed the necessary informa-

} tion relating to. this subject to be laid before you,

His Majesty is confident that you will afford

tion which may be submitted to you for promoting
the nioral improvement of the negroes, ‘by an ex-
tended plan of religious instruction, and by such
other- measures as may gradually conduce to the
same end,

But His Majesty earnestly recommends to you
to treat- this whele subjeet - with the calmness and

r‘the discretion which it demands.

Itis a subject perplexed with difficulties which
o sudden effort can disentangle.
- To excite exagyerated expectations in those who
are the objects of your benevolence would be as
fatal to their welfare as to that of their employers :
and His Majesty assures Himselt you will bear in
mind, that in the correction of a long-standing
and complicated system, in which the fortunes and
the 'safety of large  classes” of 'His Majesty’s sub-.
jects are involved, that. course of proceeding is
alone likely to attain practical good, and te avoid
aggravation of evil, in which.due regard shall be
paid to considerations of justice, and in which cay=

“tion shall temper zéal.

Whitehall, February 4, 1824, -

The King has been pleased to order a eongé
d’elire to the Dean and ,Chapter of the. Cathedrak
Chuech of Lichfield, empowering them to efect a
Bishop of the’ See of Lichficld and Coventry, now

| void by.the death of -James - Barl Cornwallis,  Jate

Bishop thereof ; an? His Majesty has also been
pleased to recommend ‘to the said Déan and Chapter
the Right Reverend Father in Gud Doctor Henvy
Ryder, Lord Bishap of Gloucester, to be by them:

elected Bishop of the said See.of Lichfield and: -

Coventry,

Whitehall, - February 4, 1824,

The King has been pleased to constitute and
appoint the” Right Honourable  Robert Viscount
Melville, Knight of the Most Ancient and -Most
‘Noble Order of the Thistle; Sir William Jobna
stone Hope, Knight Commander of' the Most Hq-
nourable Military Order of the Bath, and Vice-Ad-
wiral of the Blue Squadron of His Majosty's fFleet ;
Sir George Cockburn, Knight Grang Cross of the
Most Honourable Military Order of the Bath, and
Vice-Adwiral of the ' Blue Squadron of His Ma-
Jesty’s Fleet;” Sir George Clevk, Bart. ; and Wil
liam Robert Keith Douglas, Esq. to he His Ma-
jesty’s Commissioners -for executing the office of
High - Admiral of - the: United Kingdom of Great
Britain and lreland, -and the dominigns, . iglands,

1 and territories thereunto belonging,

Ve



