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APTAIN LEITtf HAYy ,
.• LfeutcSnaot-Generai SirUatties.Lcith, G. C. B.

.'.commanding- His Majesty's forces, in the AVindward;
. iirwi LeewkW Islands .varriTed- this; ' afterriotm ivith'
',ai dispatch, addressed to. Eiir^JJatliurst, one of His,
;.]NIaJEsty'iS foidcipal. Secvetailes of State, of
- fhd folloivii)g isla copy :• r . . •• .

• . , . ..Mr LORD, . . •. .
'_ y;,"Jfaving coHcevted wjth t|»e .(po-hmiander in

the- necessary naval arrangements, Rear-Adiuiral
Sir Charles Durham was so obliging as ..to receive,

, me,-Ayjt,lirtLe,lie^d-<ju,ar.te;;s,pn board His Majesty's
-, ^b.^p yep^rable,' bearing his flag.- = . . . . •

, rTbe fleeth consisting of .(he, vessels of war, such
,. parts of'jfie.tro.pps as hiad been assi.-1/ibled1 from the1

-. South American- Continent, and. from tlie \Vjad-
* ward Islands, sailed from Carlisle 3ay, Barbiidues, oil
..tbe,31.st July, whilst the land, force destined to^pro-

r Jcfi^uft0J>V,o.t.-Lu.v'«?'M*irtiniqiie,Vandi Dominique,
"Were directed' to i-encleYvous without 'defwy at th(j

' ' ' ". , • . . ; •
, y.ouj1 .LordsJiip will hav. . already been,

r l>y a .fo finer yi§pa^cb, tja« the. !inportant post of
the Saiwtes^as already fjurrvsoned, by Britislj troops
and placed iu a state ^6 bave resisted a 11° attack's oF
the enemy, while, th'e, expedition was not yet in a
state of 'prej^i'^tion.,' : . . ..:'_ '. , ' • • - .

'Jt \ijas important' to keep th.e attaek.i'nf; fij.rce ja
pf. Guadklbupe^, ,as long as the.hurncahfc

: . 1

The 1st dh',isionfrp.m, }5arbadoes anchpa'ed in the
,lpiay o^St. J^p^s^-jlarieealant;e, 011. the %(| August,
and from thence .were orueredjtq threaten a landing
to windward oft. Point-a-Pkre and . Fort Fleur
d'Epf;e, where the^.enemy was in force.

The 2d or Leeward division assembling (but
were not yet collected) at the Saintes, threatened
the whole coast.from St. Marie .to Basseterre apd
Baillif. ', ' '"''"'

It was1 deemed advisable to accompany the de-
monstration of a landing in force'from Gosier, by a
summons.to surrender.the forts, Point-a-Pitre and
Grande-Terre. It was the Rear-Admiral's intention
and mine to have met the 1st division in the'Ve-

•nerable, wbich sailed from the Saintes for. that pur-

?ose; calms ai>d currents, however, prevented the
renerable from, reaching the coast, and obliged the

1st division to anchor. , •
The appearance of the atmosphere denoted the

approach of a hurricane, it rbecame. therefore ne-
cessary to give up secondary objects, and to em-
brace the first favourable moment for getting the

; fleet into the Saintes • for which .'the'Commander in
.Cfiief made.the necessary deposit'ions., • '

'" It was iiot u i i t i l the nignt 'of tlie 7th that the
\ylipje,/(>V9U. Wc\s a,ss.p!uhled at the Sniires.

I had previously reconnoitred the co ;st, in the
"IJarbadoes brig of war, "wliirli Hear-Admiral Sir
CJiarles. Durham had sent with me-for t l iat purp'os'e.

The internal state of ( iUHdal( i i ipe , .a iu) the season
were boili so critic^U t[ lrtt i^ot a .imnneiit was to be
Kjjt^^ ] detttriuiived^ thpj'efore, to attack- the enemy

.pi i : the . iyDKmng of theTjth instant'. " - ','
Having made the u«cessary arrangements with


